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SIGNED BY EDMUND BURKE 
1. [ADMIRALTY DOCUMENT] Document signed ‘Camden P’ as First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and also by the Lord Privy Seal Lord Dorset, Edmund Burke, Charles J. Fox and by A.S. 
Conway. Addressed to His Grace George Duke of Marlborough, ‘Custos Rotulorum’ (Keeper of 
the Rolls) of the County of Oxford, informing him that as ‘His Majestys (George III’s) Service 
doth at this time require a speedy supply of Seamen and Seafaring Men, to Man His Majesty’s 
Fleet which is now Fitting out; we do therefore by His Majesty’s Command, hereby pray and 
require your Grace to call upon the Justices of the Peace of the County of Oxford ... to cause all 
Straggling Seamen who are fit to serve on Board His Majestys Ships, to be taken up’ and sent to 
one of the naval ports for a bounty of twenty shillings per man. GEORGE III. ... Published From 
the Council Chamber at St. James’s the 21st Day Of June, 1782. Folio, 2 pages, with integral 
address leaf and paper seal. Written in a neat copperplate hand and perfectly legible. Document 
professionally conserved. In very good condition.    €1,350  

 
 This document is in effect an official Admiralty authorisation for the much-feared impressment during 
the American Wars. Press gangs were well known for the physical force they used in recruiting men 
into the Royal Navy. It was, however, a practice which Parliament had  sanctioned with several acts in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It is stated that ‘straggling seamen’ should be brought to ‘His 
Majestys Yards at Deptford, Woolwich, Chatham, Sheerness, Portsmouth or Plymouth or to the Naval 
Officer at Harwich or to any of the Officers Employed in raising Men for His Majesty Fleet at any 
other Ports according as those places shall be nearest to where they were taken up’. Press gangs were 
supposed to seize only experienced seamen, but they were as often ordinary apprentices and labourers. 
John Jeffreys Pratt, 1st Marquess Camden (1759-1840), First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, Secretary of State for War and the Colonies, Member of Parliament for Bath was born at 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London. 
He served under Lord Shelburne as Lord of the Admiralty between 1782 and 1783 and in the same post 
under William Pitt the Younger between 1783 and 1789, as well as a Lord of the Treasury between 
1789 and 1792. 
In 1794 Camden succeeded his father as 2nd Earl Camden, and the following year he was appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland by Pitt. Disliked in Ireland as an opponent of Roman Catholic emancipation 
and as the exponent of an unpopular policy, Camden’s term of office was one of turbulence, 
culminating in the rebellion of 1798; his refusal to reprieve the United Irishman William Orr, convicted 
of treason on the word of one witness of dubious credit, aroused great public indignation. Immediately 
after the suppression of the rising Camden resigned.  
Edmund Burke (1729-1797), statesman, political essayist and brilliant orator was born in Dublin, the 
son of a Protestant father, and Catholic mother, Mary Nagle, direct descendant of Sir Richard Nagle, 
Attorney General for Ireland, tempore James II. Edmund’s paternal ancestors originated in County 
Galway, thence to Limerick, where being dispossessed after the Rebellion of 1641, they eventually 
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settled near Castletownroche, County Cork. Edmund was educated at Abraham Shackleton’s Quaker 
School at Ballitore in County Kildare who said of Burke: “Edmund was a lad of the most promising 
genius, of an inquisitive and speculative turn of mind, who read much. His memory was extensive, his 
judgement early ripe. He was affable, free and accumulative, as ready to teach as to learn.” 
The administration of Lord North tried to defeat the colonist rebellion by military force. British and 
American forces clashed in 1775 and in 1776 came the American Declaration of Independence. Burke 
was appalled by celebrations in Britain of the defeat of the Americans at New York and Pennsylvania. 
He claimed the English national character was being changed by this authoritarianism. Burke wrote: 
“As to the good people of England, they seem to partake every day more and more of the Character of 
that administration which they have been induced to tolerate. I am satisfied, that within a few years 
there has been a great Change in the National Character. We seem no longer that eager, inquisitive, 
jealous, fiery people, which we have been formerly”. 
In Burke’s view, the British government was fighting “the American English” (“our English Brethren 
in the Colonies”), with a Germanic king employing “the hireling sword of German boors and vassals” 
to destroy the English liberties of the colonists. On American independence, Burke wrote: “I do not 
know how to wish success to those whose Victory is to separate from us a large and noble part of our 
Empire. Still less do I wish success to injustice, oppression and absurdity”. During the Gordon Riots in 
1780, Burke became a target of hostility and his home was placed under armed guard by the military. 
The fall of North led to Rockingham being recalled to power in March 1782. Burke was appointed 
Paymaster of the Forces and a Privy Counsellor, but without a seat in Cabinet. Rockingham’s 
unexpected death in July 1782 and replacement with Shelburne as Prime Minister put an end to his 
administration after only a few months, but Burke did manage to introduce two Acts. 
Charles James Fox (1749-1806), styled The Honourable from 1762, was a prominent British Whig 
statesman whose parliamentary career spanned 38 years of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. He 
was the arch-rival of the Tory politician William Pitt the Younger. His father Henry Fox, 1st Baron 
Holland, a leading Whig of his day, had similarly been the great rival of Pitt’s famous father, William 
Pitt, 1st Earl of Chatham (“Pitt the Elder”). Fox rose to prominence in the House of Commons as a 
forceful and eloquent speaker with a notorious and colourful private life, though at that time with rather 
conservative and conventional opinions. However, with the coming of the American War of 
Independence and the influence of the Whig Edmund Burke, Fox’s opinions evolved into some of the 
most radical to be aired in the British Parliament of his era. 
Fox became a prominent and staunch opponent of King George III, whom he regarded as an aspiring 
tyrant. He supported the American Patriots and even dressed in the colours of George Washington’s 
army. Briefly serving as Britain’s first Foreign Secretary during the ministry of the Marquess of 
Rockingham in 1782, he returned to the post in a coalition government with his old enemy, Lord North, 
in 1783. However, the King forced Fox and North out of government before the end of the year and 
replaced them with the 24-year-old Pitt the Younger. Fox spent the following 22 years facing Pitt and 
the government from the opposition benches of the House of Commons. 
Original documents signed by Edmund Burke are rare. 
2. AINSWORTH, William. Esq. An Account of the Caves of Ballybunian, County of 
Kerry: with some Mineralogical Details. Illustrated with frontispiece and nine woodcuts (two 
full-page). Dublin: Wm. Curry, Jun., 1834. Demy octavo. pp. [iv], 362. Green pebbled cloth, 
title on printed label on upper cover. Mild staining to cover. A very good copy. Rare. €395  
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COPAC locates 10 copies. WorldCat 2. 
“That part of the coast of Kerry, on which the caves of Ballybunian occur, may be considered as 
contained between the mouth of the river Feale, called Cashin, where it enters the Shannon to the 
south, and Kilconly point to the north, comprising nearly the whole length of the barony of 
Iraghticonnor, and is immediately opposite to the embouchure of the last mentioned great river.” 
William Francis Ainsworth FSA (1807-1896) was an English surgeon, traveller, geographer and 
geologist, known also as a writer and editor. He was born in Exeter, the son of John Ainsworth of 
Rostherne in Cheshire, captain in the 15th and 128th regiments. The novelist William Harrison 
Ainsworth was his cousin; at his cousin’s request he adopted the additional Christian name Francis, to 
avoid confusion. 
In 1831 there was an outbreak of cholera at Sunderland; Ainsworth went there to study it, and 
published his experiences in ‘Observations on the Pestilential Cholera’, London, 1832. This book led to 
his appointment as surgeon to the cholera hospital of St. George’s, Hanover Square. On another 
outbreak, in Ireland, he acted successively as surgeon of the hospitals at Westport, Ballinrobe, 
Claremorris, and Newport. 
He recorded incidents of his time in Ireland in ‘Ainsworth’s Magazine’ and the ‘New Monthly 
Magazine’. In 1834 he published ‘An Account of the Caves of Ballybunian in Kerry’. 

IN FINE BINDING 
WITH WOODCUTS AFTER THE PRE-RAPHAELITES 

3. ALLINGHAM, William. The Music Master, a Love Story. And two series of day and night 
songs. London. G. Routledge & Co., 1855. First edition. Post octavo. pp. xiii, [3], 221, [1]. With 
a half-title and nine woodcuts, seven designed by Arthur Hughes, one by D. G. Rossetti, and one 
by John E. Millais, all engraved by the Dalziel. Handsomely bound in contemporary full richly 
gilt-tooled green morocco, covers with wide gilt floral roll. Spine divided into six panels, title in 
gilt direct in the second, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design; board-edges 
and turn-ins gilt; cream endpapers; green and gold endbands. Presentation inscription on front 
endpaper: ‘Miss Dyer / From her affectionate Brother / Feb. 26th 1863.’ Very occasional slight 
chipping to a few margins. All edges gilt. A very attractive copy. €585  

The first edition of Irish poet William Allingham’s (1824-1889) long 
narrative poem, a notable volume in the history of book illustration for the 
inclusion of woodcuts (executed by the Brothers Dalziel) by Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood artists Dante Gabriel Rossetti, John Everett 
Millais, and Arthur Hughes, that would greatly influence the artists of the 
sixties. So unfamiliar was Rossetti with the reproductive process perfected 
by the Dalziels, that he neglected to reverse his first design on wood and 
had to painstakingly redraw his astonishing contribution ‘The Maids of 
Elfen-Mere’ on a fresh block. The bold design of the resulting illustration 
later inspired the likes of Edward Burne-Jones, Frederick Sandys, and 
Walter Crane. 
4. [AMERICAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE] The 
Constitution of the Several Independent States of America; The 
Declaration of  Independence; The Articles of Confederation 
between the said States; and the Treaties between His Most 
Christian Majesty and the United States of America. Published by 
Order of the Congress. London: Printed from the Original 
Philadelphia Edition … and Dublin Reprinted for Messrs. Gilbert, 
Price, Walker, White, Beatty, Byrne and Cash, 1783. Large post 

octavo. pp. [8], 264. Contemporary full calf with original red morocco letterpiece. Binding 
restored, paper repair to titlepage. Previous owner’s signature on A2. Old ink stain to half title 
and final page. Light foxing. An extremely rare item. €2,350  

COPAC locates the BL copy only. 
This significant book was published by order of Congress, of the complete constitutions of the 
individual states of America, the Declaration of Independence, the articles of confederation between 
the states and the alliance between the United States and France, signed in 1778. These are some of the 
most important documents in the foundation of the United States. They set out the principles of the new 
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nation and the values which each State aimed to uphold. 
Originally published in an edition of 200 copies, printed by Bailey in Philadelphia in 1781, possibly 
following the American victory at Yorktown in the October of that year, a victory which ended the land 
campaign in North America, and which started peace negotiations between the United States and 
Britain. The second edition of this book was printed in London in 1783, and in Dublin the same year. 

“SCATTER THE GOLDEN GRAIN OF LOFTY THOUGHTS” 
5. [AN CONNACHTACH] An Connachtach (The Connachtman). Vol. I. No. I. July 1907 - Vol. 
I No. 11 May 1908. A Bilingual Journal devoted to the National Revival. Eleven issues (all 
published). Designed, Lithographed and Printed at The Athlone Printing Works - “Westmeath 
Independent Office”, 1907/08. Large quarto. Pictorial printed stapled wrappers. A very good and 
complete set. Extremely rare. €1,750  

 
COPAC locates the BL and TCD sets only. 
Front cover illustration of each issue with a striking figure of a West of Ireland man scattering seed by 
hand, signed T.O’M., over a quotation of Lady Wilde “Scatter the Golden Grain of Lofty Thoughts 
from which Spring Hero-Deeds.” 
A complete run of this ‘short-lived bilingual monthly’, that ran for less than a year. The list of 
contributors is interesting -- some of them were (or became) quite significant figures, notably Tomás Ó 
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Máille, Mícheál Breathnach, Seán Ó Ruadháin, Francis A. Fahy, Lily McManus, etc. As for the 
pseudonyms, we drew a blank in all but one case: ‘An Buchaillín Buidhe’, namely Ernest Joynt or 
Earnán de Siúnta (1874-1949), a Methodist from Ballina, County Mayo, who was a native speaker of 
Mayo Irish and was fluent in several other languages, including Greek and Russian.  He was a close 
friend of Douglas Hyde and wrote numerous books in Irish and one in French.  He also produced an 
updated version of William Daniel’s translation of the New Testament (1602). He was principal of 
Bolton Street College of Technology from 1919 till his retirement in 1942. 
The first editor of ‘An Connachtach’ was Dr Seán Breathnach, he was succeeded in 1908 by Seán Mac 
Giollarnáth from east Galway - later a famous district justice in Conamara, where he was generally 
known as Seán Forde. He was a much-loved figure on the bench, he used to say that he was personally 
acquainted with most of those who came before him (usually for making poitín), and he would realise 
that the fines he’d impose might be beyond their means, in which case he was known to pay the fine 
himself!  When ‘An Connachtach’ ceased publication in 1908, Mac Giollarnáth became editor of a 
more famous publication, ‘An Claidheamh Soluis’, where he succeeded his friend Patrick Pearse. 
The contents include: Coláisde Chonnacht; Feis Mhór Chonnacht; Colm a Bhailís; An Múinteóir 
Taisdil; Baile an Fhaoitigh; Feis Mhuigheó; Cumann Cosgtha an Óil; Éire go Bráth; Ruaigeadh an 
tSeoinín; Smaointe an Cheoltóra; Mná an Iarthair; Liam Ó Maolrúnaidh; Sean-Fhocla agus Baile an 
Fhaoitigh; Sinn Féin agus Lucht na bhFeisirí; Tír na nÓg; Na Cailligidh Misneach a Ghaedheala; I 
mBóthar na Trágha; Brian agus Aodh an Bhradáin Ghil; Bás an Ghaillimhigh; Thar Sáile; Niall Naoi-
Ghiallaigh; Aodh Ruadh; Dánta; An Sean Rí; An Bhean Bhrónach; Dán Dhonnchadha Mhóir; Aodh Ua 
Dómhnaill; Teanga Uasal Cineadh Uasal; Éire Óg; Mac an Aodhaire; Dán Donnchadha Mhóir; The 
Ard Fheis, 
Current Affairs; England is the Enemy; The Emigration Question; The Gaelic League in Galway; Irish 
Women and Irish Homes; Education; The responsibilities of Nationalism; Economics; The G.A.A.; 
Galway in the Middle Ages; Irish History; The Old Races of Connacht; The Irish Trademark; Irish 
Women and Irish History; William Rooney; Wolfe Tone at the Hague; Our Teachers; Con Magee; 
Reviews; Poetry; The Irishman’s Penny; The Grey Wind; Notes and News; School Libraries; The 
School Girls; The Grey Wind; Poems; The Real Irish Question; The Position of the Farmer; Poetry, 
Books, etc.; Lord Edward’s Pamela; The Language Collection; The Thief of the World; An Exhibition 
for Galway; Is the Gaelic League to be Wrecked?; Tuam Notes, Irish in Mayo Schools; etc. 
Contributors included: Tomás Ó Máille; Eibhlín Concannon; Seaghán Mac Colgain; Mícheál 
Breathnach; Seaghán Ó Ruadháin; Máire De Róiste; Tomás Ó Gormáin; Roibeard Ua Floinn; F.A. 
Fahy; Lily McManus; Alice Furlong; Máire ní Eaghra; William Rooney; Alice L. Milligan; Thomas 
MacDonagh; Seumas MacManus; Eoghan Ó Neachtain; S Ó hAnnaidh [George A. Bermingham]; 
Mary E.L. Butler; Thomas Forde; Séamus Ó Beirn.  
Pseudonyms. Na Beanna Beóla; Sgeólán; Le Sáirséal; Feilméar; Fear na gCnoc; Oisín; An Sean-Rí; 
Sean Ghall; Gort na bhFear; Maeldúin; Fear an Oileáin; Uachtar Árd; An Buachaillín Buidhe; Bláth 
Fraoigh; An Sruthán Buidhe; Connachtach; Ó “Cheóltóir an tSléibhe”; Lasairfhíona; An Colmánach; 
Solus na Feoige; Aughrim; Mac; H; M B; Gaels to Arms. 

6. ANNALS OF INISHFALLEN. The Annals of Inisfallen Reproduced in Facsimile from the 
Original Manuscript (Rawlinson B 503) in The Bodleian Library. With a descriptive introduction 
by R.I. Best and Eóin MacNeill. Dublin: R.I.A., 1933. Small folio. pp. viii, 29, [1], 58 (leaves of 
plates). Quarter linen on blue paper boards. A very good copy. Very scarce. €385  

This is the principal collection of Munster annals and ‘the earliest extant corpus of Irish annals.’ The 
portion from very early times down to 1092 is the work of one scribe; the remainder down to 1326, 
with a lacuna at 1130-59, was penned by some 38 scribes, thus making the manuscript ‘a kind of album 
of Irish palaeography’. The work is associated with numerous monastic sites throughout Munster - 
Emly, Toomgraney, Killaloe, Lismore and, finally, Inisfallen. [Nollaig Ó Muraíle] 
There is not much known of their history until they came into the possession of Sir James Ware (1594-
1666). These ‘Annals’, like those ascribed to Tighernach are preceded by the brief chronicle of 
universal history in which the early Irish kings make their appearance, and the birth, captivity and 
escape of St. Patrick are recorded. This is followed by the history of Ireland from A.D. 428 and 
continues down to the year 1326. An English translation of portion of the ‘Annals’ was made for the 
use of Ware, by that well-known Connaught antiquary Dubhaltach Mac Fhirbhisigh, a copy of which is 
preserved in Trinity College. 
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See items 6 & 7. 

INCLUDES EMMET’S SPEECH FROM THE DOCK 
7. [ANON] The Trueborn Irishman. Containing Numbers 1-30. Dublin: Printed by William 
Porter, Grafton Street, 1804. pp. [iv], 362. Demy octavo. Modern diced russia over marbled 
boards, spine richly gilt. Loss to lower fore-margin (not affecting text) of two leaves. Some 
occasional spotting. Top edge gilt. Extremely rare. €2,250  

COPAC locates the TCD copy only. WorldCat 1. 
Written at the time of the feared Napoleonic invasion of England and Ireland, this is the extremely rare 
complete run of the journal. There are several contributions in ‘The Trueborn Irishman’ by Denys 
Scully under his own name and using the pseudonym A Yeoman.  
Contents include: Address to the People of Ireland; Who is Bonaparte; The Fate of Labouring Men, and 
the Poor, in Case of Invasion; R.B. Sheridan’s Address to the People; The Ploughman’s Ditty by 
Hannah More; Specimen of French Cowardice and Brutality in Wales; Speech of our Illustrious 
Countryman, the Earl of Moira; A Few Plain Questions, put to the Common Sense of the People of 
Ireland, By a True-born Irishman; Extract from the Speech of Counsellor Curran, on the trial of 
Thomas Maxwell Roche, who was found guilty of High Treason and executed on Monday, 2nd 
September; Extracts from the London Gazette; Robert Emmet’s Speech from the Dock; Truth of Lord 
Minto’s Speech; To the Men of Ireland by A Yeoman, Dungannon, Sept. 16, 1803; English, Scots and 
Irishmen! A Patriotic Address to the Inhabitants of the United Kingdom; Pastoral Address of Most 
Rev. Wm. Coppinger, Bishop of Cork and Ross; A Dialogue between Peter Branigan, a Black-Smith 
and Joe Ripping, a journeyman Tailor, meet at an ale-house in Dirty-lane, Thomas-street; Extract from 
the Exhortation of Most Rev. Dr. Troy; Irish Hospitality; Extract of a Letter from Jamaica; Paddy 
Fogarty’s Letter; British Humanity - Extract from Captain Bligh’s Letter; An Irish Catholic’s Advice to 
his Brethern by Denys Scully; To the Peasantry of the Province of Munster; Songs; Distribution of the 
British Navy; To the Peasantry of Leinster; List of such Yeomanry and Volunteer Corps ... placed upon 
the Establishment of Ireland - listing each county and the total number of the force in Ireland (over 
132,000); A Warning Voice to Irishmen; War Songs; Army of Ireland; To the Peasantry of Ireland; 
Letter from Louis XVIII to Napoleone Buonaparte; General Washington to Dr. James Anderson, 
Mount Vernon, July 25th, 1798, etc. 
An extract of one letter to the ‘Printer of the Trueborn Irishman’ dated at London, November 6th, 1803, 
regarding Bonaparte, relates: “One part of his character pleases me very much, viz. his aversion to the 
Irish rebels; during the peace he took no notice of them, at which it is said, O’Connor and all the 
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ringleaders were extremely discontented; but since the war he has taken them up, and is going to form a 
corps of Irish, upon the plan of the ancient Irish Brigade.” 
This work is listed on p.146 of the ‘Index and Finding List of Serials Published in the British Isles, 
1789-1832’. By William S. Ward. 

8. ARCHER, Lieutenant Joseph. Statistical Survey of the County Dublin, with Observations on 
the Means of Improvement; Drawn up for the Consideration, and by order, of The Dublin 
Society. With folding map of the County of Dublin. Dublin: Printed by Graisberry, 1801. 
Medium octavo. pp. ix, [2], 12-13, [8], 276, [7 (index)]. Modern quarter black morocco on 
marbled boards, title in gilt on spine. Top edge trimmed. From the library of A. Conroy with his 
neat stamp on titlepage. A very good copy. Rare. €365  

The Royal Dublin Society was founded in 1731 for “improving Husbandry, Manufactures, and other 
useful Arts and Sciences”. One of its greatest achievements was the publication of the statistical 
surveys for each of the counties of Ireland. The work thoroughly surveys the topography of the county, 
its geology, mines, quarries; its rivers, navigations, fish and fisheries; bogs and their reclamation; its 
agriculture ... markets, farming methods ... tenure and rents, population, towns and their developments 
... use of spirits; the schools, manufacturing industry, roads and bridges, etc. See also items 96,  100, 
110, 247, & 305. 

IN FINE BINDING 
9. ARMSTRONG, Robert Bruce. The Irish and Highland Harps. With numerous folding and 
other plates (some coloured). Introduction by Seóirse Bodley. Illustrated with black-and-white 
and colour photographs, drawings and engravings. Shannon: I.U.P., 1969. Royal quarto. pp.vii, 
xvi, 199. Bound in full maroon morocco, covers elaborately decorated in gilt to a cottage roof 
style binding with onlays in black. Spine divided into six panels by five raised bands, title in gilt 
on brown morocco label in the second, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design 
with alternating classical and floral tools in centre; red and white endbands; comb-marbled paper. 
Label of Bob Wilson on front pastedown. All edges yellow. A fine copy. €575  

Robert Bruce Armstrong (1838-1913) was an 
archaeologist living in Edinburgh, where he also 
practiced music and art. He wrote two volumes on 
Musical Instruments and for our purposes the most 
important was the first, originally published in 1904. 
Well illustrated with photographs and his own beautiful 
drawings of the harps, it also includes many accurate 
measurements of the instruments he inspected. An 
important document of the history of the harp in Ireland. 
There are detailed descriptions of old harps notably the 
Trinity College Harp and many diagrams and pictures. 
There are sixteen pages of music for the Irish Harp 
taken mainly from the Bunting Collection. 
The Irish and the Highland Harps remains one of the 
essential works for the study of these instruments and 
has stood the test of time better than most other 
contemporary harp related publications. 

IN FINE ROGER DE COVERLY BINDING 
10. ARNOLD, Matthew. New Poems. London: 
Macmillan, 1897. Foolscap octavo. First edition. pp. 
viii, 244. Bound by Roger de Coverly in full crushed levant morocco (name stamp-signed in gilt 
on front pastedown). Covers framed by double gilt fillets and decorative roll, border with rose 
garlands, gilt dots and leafs enclosing panel with oval wreath of roses at centre, surrounded by 
small palm fronds and dot tools. Spine divided into six panels by five raised bands, author and 
title in gilt direct in the second and third, the remainder with Tudor rose at centre, surrounded by 
leaves on a densely stippled ground; board edges ruled in gilt; turn-ins with delicate floral vine at 
corners; comb-marbled endpapers; red, blue and gold double endbands. All edges gilt. A superb 
copy. €1,350  
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The very attractive binding here is the work of Roger de Coverly 
(1831-1914), one of the most accomplished binders in England 
during the latter part of the 19th century. He was apprenticed to 
Joseph Zaehnsdorf, Snr., in 1845, worked for John & James 
Leighton from ca. 1852-63, then established his own bindery. 
His first great customer was Basil Montagu Pickering of 
Piccadilly, the only one of the London booksellers that 
supported his shop in his early years of trading. 
In the 1880s, his bindings were in great demand, as were his 
services as a teacher. He undertook a good deal of work for 
William Morris, and he counted among his illustrious students 
the younger Charles McLeish as well as the greatest of all 
English bookbinders, T. J. Cobden-Sanderson, who served an 
apprenticeship with him in 1883-84. De Coverly worked mostly 
in the classical style, and the quality of workmanship he and his 
two sons demonstrated was consistently of the highest level. 

SENCHUS MOR ANCIENT LAWS OF IRELAND 
11. [ATKINSON, Robert. Ed. by] The Ancient Laws of 
Ireland comprising introduction to the Senchus Mor ... and 
Law of Distress and Hostage Sureties, Tenure and Social 
Conditions, Customary Law and the Book of Aicill, Brehon 
Law Tracts, and Glossary. Edited by Robert Atkinson. With 

coloured folding plates from the original manuscripts. Six volumes. Dublin: Thom, 1865-1901. 
Royal octavo. Quarter roan on black papered boards. Some volumes restored, rebound and 
rebacked. A good set of this rare and important work. €1,650 

The Senchus Mor or Ancient Laws of 
Ireland have their origin in the pre-
Christian era. They were compiled during 
the reign of Laeghaire, son of Niall, King 
of Erin, and they were completed nine 
years after the arrival of Patrick in Erin, 
i.e. 441 A.D. The earliest reference to the 
Senchus Mor is in the ‘Annals of the Four 
Masters’ - “The age of Christ 438. The 
tenth year of Laeghaire. The Senchus and 
Feinechus of Ireland were purified and 
written”. The judges were called Brehons, 
they had law schools and collections of 
laws in tracts, all in the Irish language, by 
which they regulated their judgements. The 
two largest and most important of these 
manuscripts that miraculously have come 
down to us are the ‘Senchus Mor’ and the 
‘Book of Aicill’, treating Irish civil and 
criminal law respectively. 
The most learned John O’Donovan and 
Eugene O’Curry, along with Rev. T. 
O’Mahony translated the various Law-
tracts, in the libraries of Trinity College 
Dublin, the Royal Irish Academy, the 
British Museum and the Bodleian Library 
in Oxford. 
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See items 12 & 15. 

12. [AUCTION CATALOGUE] Catalogue of Scarce and Valuable Books selected from the 
Library of Joseph Wallace, Esq. (A well-known Collector of Irish and Other Books). Comprising 
books relating to Irish History, Antiques [Antiquities], Journal of Archaeological Societies, 
Architecture, Topography, Politics, Histories of Limerick and Clare, etc. Which will be Sold by 
Public Auction by Alfred Sexton, at the Salesrooms, 64 O’Connell Street, Limerick, on 
Thursday. 24th October, 1957. Limerick: McKerns Printing, 1957. Large post octavo. pp. 14. 
Printed stapled wrappers. Part of first page ‘Conditions of Sale’ torn with slight loss of text. A 
very rare book sale catalogue. €575  

A most informative catalogue including many rarities with prices realised. Pacata Hibernia - 53 
shillings; RSAI - £18; Clare Island Survey - 80 shillings; Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish - 
£8 10 shillings; Dunraven’s Notes on Irish Architecture - £17; Smith’s ‘Ancient and Present State of 
County Kerry’, 1756 - 85 shillings, etc. 

13. [AUCTION CATALOGUE] A Fine Art Sale at the Stable Galleries, Charlestown, Ardee on 
Wednesday 18th April. 1973. Alain Chawner Ltd, Fine Art Auctioneer. Illustrated. Dundalk: 
Dundalgan Press, 1973. Royal octavo. pp. 22, [20 (plates)]. Printed stapled wrappers. A very 
good copy. €175  

Included fine paintings and drawings by Jack. B. Yeats. 
14. [AUCTION CATALOGUE] Alain Chawner Ltd, Fine Art Auctioneer. Fine Art Sale at the 
Stable Galleries, Charlestown, Ardee on Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th Sept. Illustrated. 
Dundalk: Dundalgan, n.d. Royal octavo. pp. [24]. Printed stapled wrappers. Very good. €125  
15. AUSTEN, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. New York: Barnes & Noble, 2011. Demy octavo. pp. 
[vi], 361. Bound in full crimson morocco, covers framed by a single gilt fillet with floral tools in 
corners. Spine divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title and author in gilt on blue 
morocco labels in the second and fourth, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner 
design; board-edges hatched in gilt; cream endpapers; red and gold double endbands. All edges 
gilt. A fine copy. Housed in matching buckram slipcase. Ideal for presentation. €375  

Jane Austen (1775-1817) English novelist known primarily for her six major novels, which interpret, 
critique and comment upon the British landed gentry at the end of the eighteenth century.  
‘Pride and Prejudice’ is Austen’s masterpiece, and one of the most enduringly popular novels in the 
English language. It is a romantic novel of manners written in 1813. The novel follows the character 
development of Elizabeth Bennet, the dynamic protagonist of the book who learns about the 
repercussions of hasty judgments and comes to appreciate the difference between superficial goodness 
and actual goodness. Its humour lies in its honest depiction of manners, education, marriage, and 
money during the Regency era in Great Britain. 
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16. AUSTEN, Jane. Emma. Illustrated by Fritz Kredel. Norwalk, Connecticut: Easton Press, 
1983. Medium octavo. pp. xiv, 428. Full brown morocco, gilt decorated upper cover, titled in 
gilt; moiré-silk endpapers; gold and brown endbands; white silkmarker. A fine copy. €175  
17. BALL, F. Elrington. Some Notes on the Households of the Dukes of Ormond. Dublin: For 
the P.R.I.A. by Hodges Figgis, 1928. Super royal octavo. pp. 20. Printed blue wrappers. A very 
good copy. €75  

Includes a catalogue of the members of the households of the Dukes of Ormonde with biographical 
details. 

WITH ALS FROM LORD INCHIQUIN 
18. BALL, Sir Robert. The Cause of An Ice Age. London: Kegan Paul, 1892. Crown octavo. pp. 
xv, [1], 180. Green pictorial cloth. Signature of William Halpin, Newmarket-on-Fergus, with an 
autographed letter signed to him from Lord Inchiquin, dated December 16th, 1922, on 
Dromoland Castle headed paper. Four pages small octavo, folded, written on two sides. With 
some newspaper cuttings. A very good copy. €275  

In this letter Lord Inchiquin regrets the delay “in returning this book, but I was over in London for the 
passing of the Irish Constitution, for ten days ... It is interesting, but I think I knew most of it before I 
read it.” Frontispiece illustration ‘The Cloghvorra Stone’ in County Kerry. 

 
19. BARRINGTON, Daines. & BEAUFOY, Colonel. The Possibility of Approaching the 
North Pole Asserted. A New Edition, with an Appendix, containing Papers on the Same Subject, 
and on a North West Passage. Folding map as frontispiece. London: Printed for Charles Wood 
for T. and J. Allman, 1818. Medium octavo. pp. xxiv, [1], 258, [4 (Advertisements)]. With a 
woodcut vignette to title. Modern green cloth, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine. Original  
Circulating label laid on upper cover. Stamp of Westley & Tyrrell, Dublin on titlepage. A very 
good copy. €475  
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This volume contains papers relating to an expedition under the command of Captain Phipps 
commissioned by the Government of the day. These papers were originally published in pamphlet 
form. Colonel Beaufoy, who published these papers, also added his own appendix on the same subject 
to this volume. Daines Barrington, by profession a lawyer, was always fascinated with the Arctic 
regions. A scarce title. Sabin 3629. 

SIGNED PRESENTATION COPY FROM TOM BARRY 
20. BARRY, Commandant General Tom. Guerilla Days in Ireland. Tralee: The Kerryman, 
1949. Large post octavo. First edition. pp. [xii], 228. Blue cloth, titled in gilt. Signed and dated 
by Tom Barry, ‘Cork, 1.11.1949.’ Top edge blue. A very good copy in lightly frayed pictorial 
dust jacket. €675  

Tom Barry was born in the west of the ‘Rebel County’ in 1897. During the First World War he served 
with the British Army in Mesopotamia. On returning to Ireland in 1919 he became a prominent 
member of the Irish Republican Army, commanding the West Cork unit which he later developed into 
one of the leading Flying Columns of the war. The Column enjoyed remarkable success notably in the 
Kilmichael and Crossbarry ambushes. He opposed the Treaty and supported the Republican side during 
the Civil War. He also served as I.R.A. Chief of Staff in the late thirties. 

  
See items 20, 21 & 22. 

21. BECKETT, Samuel. Proust. London: Chatto & Windus (Dolphin Books Series), 1931. First 
edition. Original pictorial cream paper boards, extensively decorated with pictorial designs on 
both covers and the spine in brown, in the original and scarce dustjacket of cream paper 
decoratively printed in blue. Con Curran’s copy with his bookplate on front pastedown. A fine 
copy in near fine unpriced clipped dust jacket. €675  

Samuel Barclay Beckett, poet, novelist, and dramatist was born in Foxrock, County Dublin in 1906. He 
was educated at Portora Royal School, Enniskillen and later at T.C.D. In 1928 he taught French at 
Campbell College, Belfast, before moving to Paris as a lecteur d’anglais at the École Normale 
Supérieure. It was here that he met through his friendship with Thomas MacGreevy, James Joyce, 
whose daughter Lucia grew infatuated with him. One of the major figures of modern Irish literature, 
Beckett was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1969.  
Beckett wrote ‘Proust’ during his stay at the École Normale in Paris in the summer of 1930. Written in 
response to a commission set forth by Richard Aldington, Thomas MacGreevy and Charles Prentice. 
Beckett states, on behalf of his subject, “We cannot know and we cannot be known.” The language is 
both allusive and dense, and served as Beckett’s aesthetic and epistemological manifesto. The essay is 
far more concerned with Beckett’s own preoccupations and influences than it actually is with its titular 
subject. His work is steeped in the Bible, Dante and Pascal: but he also draws upon Irish writers such as 
Berkeley, Swift, Mangan, Yeats and Joyce. The author’s first regular published work, preceded only by 
‘Whoroscope’. Provenance: Constantine P. Curran, a contemporary and friend of James Joyce whom 
he met in 1899; as editor of St Stephen’s in 1904, he solicited a piece of writing and received “The 
Holy Office” - which he returned unprinted and humorously dubbed ‘the unholy thing’ in a covering 
letter; after college he joined the Four Courts Service and was posted to Account-General, 1904. 
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SIGNED LIMITED EDITION 
22. BECKETT, Samuel. Come and Go. A Dramaticule. Illustrated. London: Calder and Boyars, 
1967. Demy octavo. First edition. pp. 10. Grey buckram, upper cover ruled in gilt with title and 
author. Edition limited to 100 copies (64) signed by the author. A fine copy in slipcase. €1,250  

Illustrated with photographs from the performance; written for, and dedicated to, John Calder, 
the publisher. 

 
SIGNED LIMITED EDITION  

23. BECKETT, Samuel. Company. London: Calder, 1980. Medium octavo. pp. 89. True first 
edition, first printing. Quarter vellum on brown linen, title and reproduced signature of Beckett in 
gilt. Deluxe first edition, limited to 100 copies, signed by Samuel Beckett on titlepage. This copy 
signed but not numbered on the titlepage. Browning to the spine. All edges gilt. Housed in 
matching publishers slipcase. Rare. €1,250  

This title by the Nobel Prize winning author was written directly in English unlike many of his other 
works, and thus was first published here in English. This Deluxe Signed Limited Edition was issued 
hors commerce before the trade editions in the US/UK and is therefore the true first edition. A fine 
clean tight copy with no markings. 

  
24. BEHAN, Brendan. The Hostage. London: Methuen, 1958. Crown octavo. First edition. pp. 
vi, 92. Black cloth, titled in green. A very good copy in frayed dust jacket. €95  

Brendan Francis Behan (1923-1964) poet, short story writer, novelist, and playwright was born at 13 
Russell Street in Dublin’s north inner city into a republican family. He wrote in both English and Irish. 
He was also an Irish republican and a volunteer in the Irish Republican Army. Behan joined the IRA at 
sixteen, which led to his serving time in a borstal youth prison in England and was also imprisoned in 
Republic of Ireland. During this time, he took it upon himself to study and he became a fluent speaker 
of the Irish language. Subsequently released from prison as part of a general amnesty given by the 
Fianna Fáil government in 1946, Behan moved between homes in Dublin, Kerry and Connemara and 
also resided in Paris for a period. 
In 1958, Behan’s play in the Irish language ‘An Giall’ had its debut at Dublin’s Damer Theatre. Later, 
‘The Hostage,’ Behan’s English-language adaptation of ‘An Giall’, met with great success 
internationally. Behan’s autobiographical novel, Borstal Boy, was published the same year and became 
a worldwide best-seller. 
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ONE FOR THE ROAD BRENDAN 

25. BEHAN, Brendan. A rare photograph of Brendan Behan downing a last drink at London 
Airport before departing for Ireland, 11th July, 1959. The previous day he was fined 5s and 
ordered to pay 15s doctor’s fee when he appeared at Bow Street, Courthouse charged with being 
found drunk at Lansdowne-row, Mayfair. He later left London Airport for Ireland. Keystone 
Photo. 250 x 200mm. In very good condition.  €365  

Behan was known for his drinking problem, which resulted in his suffering from diabetes, which 
ultimately resulted in his death on 20 March 1964. He was given an IRA guard of honour which 
escorted his coffin and it was described by several newspapers as the biggest funeral since those of 
Michael Collins and Charles Stewart Parnell. 

26. BIGGER, Francis Joseph. The Birds of Ardrigh. May Day, 1921. [Belfast: 1921]. Large 
post octavo. pp. 10. Pictorial stapled wrappers. Staples rusty. A good copy. Rare. €35  

Printed presumably for the author from a newspaper article. See illustration on next page. 
27. BLAKE, W.O. History of Slavery and the Slave Trade in Ancient and Modern Times (The 
forms of slavery that prevailed in ancient nations, particularly in Greece and Rome, The African 
slave trade and the political history of slavery in the United States). With frontispiece and twelve 
full-page illustrations. Columbus: Miller, 1860. Royal octavo. pp. xvi, [1], 18-866. Publisher’s 
full brown embossed decorative boards; marbled endpapers. The text is clean with some light 
fixing and staining to fore-edge. Paper repair to margin of one leaf. All edges marbled. A good 
copy. See illustration on next page.  €475  

No printed copy located on COPAC. 
A detailed account of the origins of slavery in ancient history through the introduction of Christian 
slavery to North Africa, the African slave trade from the fifteenth to the eighteenth century, the Middle 
Passage, and slavery in the West Indies to the nineteenth century. Early opponents of African Slavery 
in England and America. Abolition. The book focuses a large portion to the modern American era of 
slavery which deals with issues of the government and the Constitution, focusing on the annexation of 
Texas, the Compromise of 1850, the Missouri Compromise, and Troubles in Kansas.  Last chapter 
covers the insurrection at Harper’s Ferry and the Dred Scott decision. 
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See items 26, 27 & 28.  

28. BLAKE-FORSTER, Charles Ffrench. The Irish Chieftains; or A Struggle for the Crown: 
Numerous Notes and a copious Appendix. Dublin: McGlashan and Gill, 1872. Royal octavo. pp. 
xiii, 728. Green cloth, with heavy ornate gilt to spine and front board, replicated in blind on 
lower cover. Recased, repair to gutter of half title, wear to corners. Inscription in ink on verso of 
titlepage relating to Charles Ffrench Blake-Forster “High Sheriff of Galway in 1874 died during 
his year of office on the 9th September aged 23 years.” All edges gilt. A very good copy. €475  

The first part of this book is an historical account, in the form of a tale, of the Williamite Wars, from 
the landing of James II at Kinsale to the surrender of Galway, mentioning all the battles and sieges, 
except that of Derry. The second part, consisting of 300 pages, has woven into it large sections of 
notes, appendices, pedigrees, reports, documents, etc. on families of County Galway, but especially the 
Prendergast, O’Shaughnessy and Blake-Forster clans. The latter is carried on past the Treaty of 
Limerick down to the final dispossession of the O’Shaughnessys in 1770. It includes many narratives 
on the history of the Irish Brigade in France, affairs in Ireland at that time (Penal Laws, Rapparees, 
etc), combined with much topographical knowledge and local tradition. 
The author was the eldest son of Capt. Francis Blake-Forster of the Connaught Rangers, and was born 
at Forster St. House, Galway, in 1851. He was educated privately by a tutor, and in England. The first 
place he visited on his return home was Fidane Castle, and gazing on its ruins, he resolved, like Gibbon 
in the Coliseum, to write its history. He played a prominent part in the public life of the City of the 
Tribes, as town councillor, guardian of the poor, and in 1874 was appointed High Sheriff. He was 
popular as a public figure and a landlord, for no tenants were ever evicted from his estate at Kinvara. 
He died at the very young age of twenty-three years; this would explain why the six interesting 
historical titles listed on the verso of the half title were never published. His nephew wrote that he: 
“was expelled from the County Clubs of Galway and Ennis, and the principal Clubs of Dublin, on 
account of the opinions, Jacobite and Nationalist, expressed in his ‘Irish Chieftains’, and because the 
binding bore an uncrowned harp.” 

29. BODKIN, Thomas. Four Irish Landscape Painters: George Barret, James A. O’Connor, 
Walter F. Osborne, Nathaniel Hone. Illustrated. Dublin & London: Talbot & Unwin, 1920. Small 
quarto. pp. xxx, 236. Green cloth, title in black on upper cover and in gilt on faded spine. Fading 
and rubbing to spine. Top edge gilt. A very good copy. €175  

Professor Thomas Patrick Bodkin (1887 -1961) Irish lawyer, art historian, art collector and curator. He 
was born in Dublin. He was Director of the National Gallery of Ireland from 1927 to 1935 and 
founding Director of the Barber Institute of Fine Arts in Birmingham from 1935 until 1952. 

30. BOLINGBROKE, Henry St. John. A Letter to Sir William Windham. II. Some Reflections 
on the Present State of the Nation. III. A Letter to Mr. Pope. Dublin: Printed for J. Smith, at the 
Philosophers-heads, on the Blind-quay, 1753. First Dublin edition. 12mo. pp. (iv), 305,  with a 



Ca ta logue 144 

15 

 

final advertisement leaf (misprinted). Armorial bookplate of Thomas Rochfort on front 
pastedown. Contemporary full calf. Minute hole on leather of upper cover. A very good copy. 
Rare. €485  

COPAC locates the TCD copy only in Ireland. Not in NLI. 
Henry St John, 1st Viscount Bolingbroke (1678-1751) was an English politician, government official 
and political philosopher. He was a leader of the Tories, and supported the Church of England 
politically despite his antireligious views and opposition to theology. He supported the Jacobite 
rebellion of 1715 which sought to overthrow the new king George I. Escaping to France he became 
foreign minister for the Pretender. He was attainted for treason, but reversed course and was allowed to 
return to England in 1723. According to Ruth Mack, “Bolingbroke is best known for his party politics, 
including the ideological history he disseminated in The Craftsman (1726-1735) by adopting the 
formerly Whig theory of the Ancient Constitution and giving it new life as an anti-Walpole Tory 
principle.” 
An interesting collection of letters from this controversial figure of the eighteenth century. He wrote his 
‘Reflexions upon Exile,’ and in 1717, his letter to Sir William Wyndham in explanation of his position, 
generally considered one of his finest compositions, but not published till 1753 after his death. The 
same year, he formed a liaison with a widow Marie Claire Deschamps de Marcilly, whom he married 
in 1720, two years after his first wife’s death. He bought and resided at the estate of La Source near 
Orléans, studied philosophy, criticized the chronology of the Bible, and was visited amongst others by 
Voltaire, who expressed unbounded admiration for his learning and politeness. 

 
See items 29 & 30. 

DE-LUXE EDITION LIMITED TO 400 COPIES 
31. [BOOK OF ARMAGH] Liber Ardmachanus. Edited with introduction and appendices by 
John Gwynn. Dublin: For the Royal Irish Academy, 1913. Royal quarto. Modern half green 
morocco over marbled boards. Spine divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title and 
editor in gilt direct in the second and fourth, the remainder with gilt device, year of publication in 
gilt at heel. Edition limited to 400 copies (No. 153). Original Celtic designed cloth of upper cover 
bound in. Top edge red. A very good copy. Very scarce. €1,650  

The original manuscript is preserved in Trinity College, Dublin. It is the only early manuscript of 
which we know the scribe’s name, Ferdomnach, the exact date, 807, and place where it was written, 
Armagh. It contains the entire New Testament in Latin and documents relating to St. Patrick, his 
“Confession” and the “Lives” by Muirchu and Tirechan. This book was always greatly venerated 
because it was wrongly believed that parts of it were written by Saint Patrick, but in fact certain 
passages therein were copied from an original that was actually written by the saint. An interesting 
entry records the visit of King Brian Boru to the city in 1004 and his presenting to Armagh its ancient 
ecclesiastical dues. The entry finishes as follows: “This have I written, namely, Maelsuthain, in the 
presence of Brian, supreme ruler of the Scots, and what I have written be decreed for all the Kings of 
Cashel”. 
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According to James F. Kenney in his ‘Sources for the Early History of Ireland’: “The most important 
historical manuscript of Ireland prior to the twelfth century, and, in one of its sections, the only 
collection of the ‘acta’ of a saint actually compiled and written down in his own monastic church in the 
ages of faith, that has survived to our day, is the Book of Armagh”. 
For centuries the custodians of this book were the Moyre (Moyler) family. John (Mac)Moyre, pawned 
the ‘Book’ to pay his own expenses, gave evidence in 1681, at the trial of Oliver Plunket (the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Armagh), in London, swearing that he had been engaged in soliciting foreign 
powers to invade Ireland. It was on his testimony and that of others, that the Saint was found guilty of 
high treason and hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn. 
 

  
See items 31 & 32. 

A FINE SET OF THE LIMITED EDITION 
32. [BOOK OF DURROW] Evangeliorum Quattuor Codex Durmachensis. The Book of 
Durrow. Two volumes. Switzerland: Berne, Printed by Urs Graf-Verlag, 1960. Folio. pp. (1) xv, 
239, 4 [plates], (2) [12], 248 [including tipped in coloured plates]. Pigskin and quarter pigskin, 
title in green along spine. Edition limited to 650 copies only [No. 559]. A fine set housed in a 
recent buckram bound slipcase. Scarce. €2,450  

Ireland in the earliest centuries of her recorded history was known throughout Europe as the Island of 
Saint and Scholars; a place where books were written and treasured. The craftsmen and artificers of 
early Ireland wrought costly and elaborate shrines for famous books. The Venerable Bede, the historian 
of early England, writing in the first half of the eighth century, says: “At this period there were many 
English nobles and lesser folk in Ireland who had left their own land during the episcopates of Bishops 
Finán and Colmán, either to pursue religious studies or to lead a life of stricter discipline. The Irish 
welcomed them all kindly and, without asking for any payment, provided them with books and 
instructors”. The ‘Book of Durrow’ which is sometimes called `the elder sister of the Book of Kells’ 
was probably written in the second quarter of the seventh century. This manuscript is so called because 
of its association with the important Columban monastery of Durrow, in Offaly, where it was kept for 
centuries. There is evidence to show that the book was at Durrow at the close of the eleventh century 
from a manuscript insertion entered into the back of the book. In 1627, Conall Mac Eochagáin, the 
translator of the ‘Annals of Clonmacnoise’, recorded that the book was in the custody of an ignorant 
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man and was used as a cure for sick cattle, the manuscript being dipped into water which was then 
given to the cattle to drink. By 1677 it was in the library of Trinity College where the antiquary 
Roderick O’Flaherty made some notes on the book, recording an inscription in Irish on the shrine, 
which in translation reads: “The prayer and blessing of Colum Cille for Flann son of Maolsachnaill, 
King of Ireland, who had this shrine made”. Its ornamentation is almost as magnificent as that of  
Kells, but it is more interesting because of its greater antiquity.  The ‘Book of Durrow’  is the earliest 
surviving insular Gospel-book de luxe. It contains the Four Gospels in Latin, complete with the 
preliminaries, in a pure Vulgate text which bears a remarkable resemblance to that of  ms. St. Gall 
No.1395, claimed by C.H. Turner to be the oldest manuscript of the Vulgate Gospels. The contributors 
to the Commentary are: Dr. A.A. Luce; Dr. George Simms; Prof. Peter Meyer and Prof. Ludwig Bieler. 
This is the complete facsimile edition with 17 plates in colour and 479 in monochrome. 

33. [BOOK OF LISMORE] The Book of MacCarthaigh Riabhach otherwise The Book of 
Lismore. Collotype facsimile. Edited by R.A.S. Macalister with descriptive introduction and 
indexes. Dublin: Stationery Office, 1950. Imperial folio. With half title. Recent buckram. Some 
light traces of damp. A very good copy. Very scarce. €875 

 The Book of Lismore is an Irish vellum manuscript, 
compiled in early 15th century. Its original name was 
Leabhar Mhic Cárthaigh Riabhaigh (The Book of Mac 
Cárthaigh Riabhach). It was commissioned by Finghin 
MacCarthy Reagh, 8th Prince of Carbery and his wife 
Lady Catherine, daughter of Thomas FitzGerald, 7th 
Earl of Desmond. 
The manuscript was compiled from the early, and 
lost, ‘Book of Monasterboice’ as well as other 
manuscripts. The ‘Book of Lismore’ contains:  the 
lives of Irish saints, notably, St Brigid, St Patrick, 
and St Columba;  Acallam na Senórach, a most 
important Middle Irish narrative dating to the 12th 
century, a text pertaining to the Fenian Cycle; the 
Leabhar Ser Marco Polo, a copy of the travels of 
Marco Polo. It also contains the only copy of “The 
Siege of Knocklong” - a rare text detailing the battle 
between Cormac mac Airt and the King of Munster. 
The manuscript was placed in the possession of 
Michael Cleary, one of the writers of ‘The Annals 
of the Four Masters’ at Timoleague Abbey on June 
20, 1629. Its history is then hazy, and it went 
missing until 1814, when it was found, with a 
crozier, at Lismore Castle, the Irish seat of the Duke 
of Devonshire, behind a built up doorway. The lives 

of the saints in the ‘Book of Lismore’ were translated in 1890 by the scholar Whitley Stokes. 
O’Curry relates that it was “written in Gaelic of great purity and antiquity”. 
The original manuscript is currently on loan from the Duke of Devonshire and can be viewed at UCC. 

LEABHAR NA H-UIDHRI 
34. BOOK OF THE DUN COW. Leabhar na h-Uidhri : A Collection of Pieces, in prose and 
verse in the Irish Language, compiled and transcribed about A.D.1100, by Moelmuiri 
MacCeileachair : now for the first time published from the original ms. in the library of the 
R.I.A., with an account of the manuscript, a description of its contents and an index. Two 
coloured lithographs, from the original manuscript. Dublin: R.I.A., 1870. Quarto. pp. xxv, [1], 
134, 8. Corrigenda slip inserted after p. 134. Quarter green morocco, title in gilt along spine. 
Edition limited to 200 copies. Minor wear to extremities and corners. A very good copy. €1,250  

Leabhar na h-Uidhri, otherwise known as ‘The Book of the Dun Cow’ got its appellation, legend has it, 
because St. Ciaran was given a dun or brown cow by his parents prior to him entering the monastic 
school of St. Finian of Clonard at Clonmacnoise. R.I. Best identified the scribe Máel Muire mac 
Céilechair meic Cuinn na mBocht, based on matching the handwriting with two marginal probationes 
pennae or pen tests, in which the scribe wrote his name. A much later note elsewhere in the manuscript  
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names Máel Muire as the person who “wrote and compiled this book from divers[e] books”. His 
murder at Clonmacnoise is recorded in the Annals of the Four Masters in 1106, giving us a latest 
possible date and location for the main body of the manuscript. The importance of the Ms. lies in the 
fact that it is the oldest book written entirely in the Irish language. 
It has had a chequered history. It was preserved in Clonmacnoise until the middle of the twelfth 
century. In the following century it was in the possession of the O’Donnells of Tir Conaill. In 1359 it 
was given by that clan, along with the lost Leabhar Gearr, as a ransom for a member of that family to 
Cathal Og O’Connor, Sligo. Áed Ruad O’Donnell recovered the manuscript in 1470, and it remained in 
Donegal at least until 1631, when the compilation of the Annals of the Four Masters was completed. 
Not much was known of it until 1837, when it was bought by R.I.A. for 1200 guineas from Hodges & 
Smiths bookshop. 
“The oldest volume now known entirely in the Irish language ... regarded as the chief surviving native 
literary monument, not ecclesiastical, of ancient Ireland ... It is here printed from an exact lithograph of 
the original by Joseph O’Longan, of the Royal Irish Academy’s Department of Irish Mss., and collated 
by him in conjunction with Mr. Brian O’Looney ... The description here printed of the manuscript is 
based upon and embodies this work of O’Curry” - J. T. Gilbert’s Preface. 

THE BOOK OF THE O’KELLYS 
35. [BOOK OF UI MAINE] The Book of Ui Maine 
otherwise called “The Book of the O’Kellys”. Edited by 
R.A.S. Macalister, with descriptive Introduction and 
Indexes. Dublin: Published for the Irish Manuscripts 
Commission by the Stationary Office, 1942. Imperial 
folio. pp. 65, 158 (leaves of plates) + addendum.  Recent 
qtr. morocco on red cloth, title and editor on contrasting 
labels. A very good copy. Very scarce.                       €750  

The vellum manuscript was written in Irish in the fourteenth 
century probably in the ancient territory of Uí Mhaine (east 
Galway, south Roscommon, part of Clare, and the parish of 
Lusmagh in Offaly) for Muirceartach ua Ceallaigh, Bishop of 
Clonfert 1378-1394. It was in the possession of Mael-Muire 
ua Uiginn in 1488, presumably this is the same person of the 
name as described in the Annals of The Four Masters 
“Mulmurry, the son of Teige Oge Higgins, Chief Preceptor in 
Poetry … died”. There are ten scribes credited with this work 
of which the two principal ones were Adam Cusin and Faelan 
Mac a’ Gabann na Scél. 
Its contents are described by one of the scribes as bolg an 
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tsolathair (a mixed bag of contents) and contains a series of metrical dindsenchas, An Banshenchas, 
Cormac’s Glossary, Lebor na Cert, portions of Lebor Gabála, poems, genealogies and pedigrees. 
The manuscript remained in O’Kelly hands until 1757. It was acquired by William Betham in 1814, 
and he sold it to the Duke of Buckingham for £150. It was one of the 156 manuscripts of Irish interest 
in the Ashburnham Collection of Stowe manuscripts and it was deposited in the Royal Irish Academy 
by the British Government in 1883. 

36. [BOOKBINDERS LABEL] Engraved Label of J. Hackett, Printer, Bookbinder, Stationer, 
Paper Merchant, and Agent to the British Commercial Insurance Company, Main-Street, 
Clonmel. 130 x 80mm. In very good condition.  €165  

Ramsden p.235. 
“Has for sale the largest and finest collection of Books ever offered to the Public here; the most 
extensive supply of Plain and Fancy Stationary ... and Fancy Papers ... with a variety of Curious, 
Fashionable and Miscellaneous Goods, of which Catalogues may be had ... .” 

37. BRADSHAW, Brendan. The Dissolution of the Religious Orders in Ireland under Henry 
VIII. Two maps. London: Cambridge University Press, 1974. pp. xi, 276. Red papered boards, 
title in gilt on spine. A very good copy in frayed dust jacket with repaired tear. Very scarce. €95  

Fr. Bradshaw examines the dissolution of the Religious Orders in Ireland as an episode of Irish 
ecclesiastical and political history, and of the English Reformation. In great detail he examines the state 
of Religious Orders on the eve of the suppression, the extent of opposition to the implementation of the 
suppression policy and the secularisation of monastic lands. 
The maps included depict: The religious houses of Ireland on the eve of the suppression; The course of 
the suppression campaign in Ireland, 1539-46. 

38. BRASH, Richard Rolt. The Ogam Inscribed Monuments of the Gaedhil in the British 
Islands. With a dissertation on the Ogam character. Edited by George M. Atkinson. Illustrated 
with fifty photo-lithographic plates and a folding map. London: George Bell, 1879. Quarto. pp. 
xvi, 425, [50] leaves of plates. Original black morocco on purple cloth boards, title in gilt on 
spine. Top edge gilt. A very good copy. Very scarce. €325  

 
Mr. Brash in his prospectus for this work states: “There is no country in Europe which presents so rich 
a field for the investigation of the antiquity as Ireland ... We have abundant evidence that successive 
tribes, driven towards the Atlantic by more recent migrations from the East, found a refuge in this 
remote isle, in attestation of which we find, that every district teems with the military, religious, and 
sepulchral monuments of pre-historic peoples, most of which are the subjects of weird traditions still 
preserved by the peasantry, being even yet regarded with that jealous veneration inherent in the Celtic 
race. Foremost in interest amongst these megalithic remains stand her Ogam inscribed pillar-stones, 
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bearing the sepulchral legends of a race of her early colonists in such archaic characters as at once to 
place them amongst the most ancient written records known”. 

39. BRENAN, Rev. Martin. Schools of Kildare and Leighlin A.D. 1775-1835. Dublin: M.H. 
Gill and Son, 1935. pp. xxi, 616. Faded mauve cloth, title in gilt on rebacked spine. New 
endpapers. A very good copy. €75  

Important work on education in Kildare and Leighlin in the latter part of the eighteenth and early 
decades of the nineteenth centuries. 

40. BRENNAN-WHITMORE, W.J. With The Irish in 
Frongoch. Illustrated. Dublin: Talbot, 1917. Crown octavo. 
pp. xi, 211. Pictorial papered boards, title on worn printed 
label on spine. A very good copy. Very scarce.                €245  
The author founded Ferns Community, Irish Volunteers in 1913, 
and the following year he was called to the Executive Council 
where he advocated the formation of guerrilla units and agreed to 
draft an instruction booklet on guerrilla tactics. He took part in the 
rising on Easter Monday 1916 attached to General Connolly’s 
staff. His military post at Sackville Place was burned out by 
incendiary shell-fire and in retreating he was wounded and taken 
prisoner. 
In Frongoch Internment Camp in north Wales where nearly 2000 
Irishmen were imprisoned after the rebellion, he turned the camp 
into the first Military College of the Irish Republican Army, 
drilling and discipline being openly taught. He also gave secret 
lectures on guerrilla warfare to selected officers. 

ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY 
41. [BROPHY, Michael?] Tales of the R.I.C. Edinburgh and 

London: William Blackwood & Sons, 1921. Crown octavo. Fifth impression. pp. [iv], 314. 
Modern green cloth, title in black on spine. Original upper cover laid on. New endpapers. A good 
copy. Scarce. €65  

Michael Brophy was a sergeant in the R.I.C. He was closely conversant with Irish history and 
literature, and knew his Shakespeare well. Thanks to the exertions of Mr Patrick Byrne, Tullow Street, 
Carlow, a Celtic cross has been erected over his grave. 
Also attributed to Major Aubrey Waithman Long. He wrote ‘Ulster in 1922’.  by the Author of ‘Tales 
of the R.I.C.’ [Blackwood’s Magazine. December 1922. pp.738-757]. 

42. BRUNNOW, F., DREYER, J.L.E. & BALL, R.S. Astronomical Observations and 
Researches made at Dunsink. The Observatory of Trinity College, Dublin. Part 1 - 5. Dublin: 
Hodges Foster & Co., 104 Grafton-Street, Booksellers and Publishers to the University, 1870-
1884. Quarto. Contemporary quarter morocco on marbled boards, spine divided into five panels 
by four gilt raised bands, title in gilt direct in the second, fourth and fifth. With neat ex libris 
stamp on titlepage. A very good copy. Rare. €475  
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Part 1. Results of Observations made with the South Refractor. Part 2. Further Researches on the 
Parallax of Stars. Part 3. Results of Observations made with the South Refractor. Part 4. Mean Places 
of 321 Red Stars deduced from Observations made with the meridian circle at Dunsink. Part 5.  Results 
of Observations made with the South Refractor. 

43. [BULLOKAR, J.B.] The English expositor: Improv’d: Being a Complete Dictionary, 
teaching, the Interpretation of the most Difficult Words, which are commonly made use of in the 
English Tongue. First set forth by J.B. Doctor of Physick. And now carefully revised, corrected, 
and abundantly augmented; with a new and very large addition of very useful and significant 
words. By R. Browne, author of the English School Reform’d. There is also an index of common 
words (alphabetically set) to direct the reader to other more learned, and of the same signification 
with them. And likewise a short nomenclature of the most celebrated persons among the antients; 
with variety of memorable things: collected out of the best of history, poetry, philosophy, and 
geography. The fourteenth edition. Dublin: Printed by and for Samuel Fuller at the Globe in 
Meath Street, 1731. 12mo. pp. 322. Titlepage in red and black. Contemporary full calf. Wear to 
extremities and spine ends. Ex libris George Woods, with his signature on titlepage. A very good 
copy. Extremely rare. €385 

COPAC locates the BL copy only of this edition. NLI holds the Dix 
copy of the 13th edition, 1726. 
John Bullokar, doctor of medicine and schoolmaster, was the only son of 
William Bullokar, the author of a number of books on English grammar 
and orthography. In the ‘Epistle Dedicatorie’ of his dictionary Bullokar 
says that he compiled the dictionary in his youth ‘at the request of a 
worthy Gentleman, one whose love prevailed much with me’.  
Bullokar’s ‘English Expositor’ was the first English dictionary of ‘hard’  
words to include old words marked as such. The large majority of these 
entries came from Speght’s glossary of 1602. Bullokar added a small 
number of words that he had probably encountered in his own reading. 
His selection of old words is a haphazard one, but it influenced later 
English lexicographers. 

44. BURKE, Sir Bernard. A Genealogical and Heraldic History of 
the Landed Gentry of Ireland [1904]. Edited by Ashworth P. Burke. 
London: Harrison, 1904. Tenth edition. Super royal octavo. pp. vi, 
673, 16 (Harrison’s publications). Title printed in red and black. 
Red cloth over bevelled boards, titled in gilt. Spine professionally 
rebacked with original backstrip laid on. Royal Cypher on upper cover. A very good copy. €275  
45. [BURKE’S] Burke’s Irish Family Records. With a preface by the editor, Hugh Montgomery-
Massingberd. London: Burke’s Peerage, Distributed in North America by Arco Publishing, New 
York, 1976. Royal octavo. pp. xxxii, 1237. Red buckram gilt. A very good copy. Scarce. €375  

Though by necessity the title has been changed, this volume is a worthy successor to the past four 
editions of Burke’s Landed Gentry of Ireland, which first appeared in 1899. This was followed in 1904, 
but the most scholarly and greatly extended edition was brought out in 1912 under the editorship of 
A.C. Fox-Davies. He greatly benefited by the expert advice of G.D. Burtchaell, then Deputy Ulster, 
who contributed much Irish material to the Complete Peerage, and examined all the lineage to be 
published in the Landed Gentry which made it a work of considerably more value than its counterpart 
of Great Britain. After a 46 year wait, a new edition was issued in 1958, though by then the great 
majority of the families previously treated had either lost their land or had left Ireland. Consequently 
many of the families included no longer were landowners. 
The present editor was restricted by economic reasons to treat about 500 families (514 are included), 
but it is pleasant to note that this edition has 1,237 pages compared to 778 in 1958. The book is 
handsomely produced with considerable material not previously published. Included in the new 
pedigree are the artistic family of Hone, and those of Oscar Wilde and the late Erskine Childers, fourth 
President of the Irish Republic.  
It is well known that the longest documented pedigrees in Western Europe are those of Irish dynasties. 
When they ceased to reign, many continued to have a chiefly status. Some still appear, such as The 
McGillycuddy of the Reeks, O’Conor Don (he does not use the prefix ‘The’), and The Mac Dermot, 
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Prince of Coolavin, who incidentally has the only native princely style outside the Royal House in the 
British Isles. 

46. BURNEY, Charles. An Account of the Musical Performances in Westminster-Abbey, and 
the Pantheon, 1784, in Commemoration of Handel. Dublin: Printed for Messrs. Moncrieffe, 
Jenkin, White, Whitestone, Burton and Byrne, 1785. pp. vii, [1], xvi, 74, 24, [5], 28-145, [1]. 
Contemporary worn half calf. Lacks letterpiece. Armorial bookplate on front pastedown. 
Signature of James B. Stephens on titlepage. Internally a fine fresh copy. €165  

ESTC T150538. 
The Handel Commemoration Concerts of 1784, conceived the previous year by Viscount Fitzwilliam, 
Sir Watkins Williams Wynn and Joah Bates to celebrate the centenary of the birth of George Frederick 
Handel, were performances on a scale then unprecedented in England. On the morning of Wednesday 
26 May 1784 at Westminster Abbey (where Handel is buried), 525 musicians and singers performed 
the Dettingen Te Deum, one of the Coronation Anthems, one of the Chandos Anthems, part of the 
Funeral Anthem, and a few shorter pieces. The next evening at the Pantheon a smaller group performed 
various songs and choruses, sacred and secular, four concertos, and an overture, and on the Saturday 
morning the full company returned to the Abbey to perform ‘Messiah’. So successful were the concerts 
in the Abbey that they were repeated in full the next week. The event raised £6000 for the Royal 
Society of Musicians, and £1000 for the Westminster Hospital. 

GRACE’S ANNALS OF IRELAND 
47. BUTLER, Rev. Richard. Ed. by. Grace’s Annals of Ireland. Jacobi Grace, Kilkenniensis, 
Annales Hiberniae. With original Latin text and English translation on facing pages. Dublin: For 
the Irish Archaeological Society, 1842. Quarto. pp. vii, 182, 2. Blind-stamped cloth. Spine neatly 
rebacked. A very good copy. €225  

The original manuscript belonged to Archbishop James Ussher and is now in Trinity College, Dublin. 
These annals cover the period 1162-1370, and were compiled between the years 1537-1539 by James 
Grace, a Kilkenny man, Prior of St. John, in Kilkenny, and a member of the noted family of Grace of 
Gracefield. 

48. BYRNE, Fanny. Ed. by. Memoirs of Miles Byrne. With a new introduction by Stephen 
Gwynn. Two volumes. Dublin: Maunsel, 1907. Second edition. pp. (1) x, 333, (2) vii, 407. Green 
cloth. Owner’s signature on front endpaper. Light foxing to prelims. A very good set. Very 
scarce. €365  

Myles Byrne was born at Monaseed, County Wexford in 1780. As a young man he enrolled as a United 
Irishman, joined the insurgent force under Fr. John Murphy and fought bravely at Oulart, Enniscorthy, 
Clough, Arklow and Vinegar Hill where they were well outnumbered by General Lake’s forces. Byrne 
tells us “I had seen many combats and battles, but I never before witnessed such a display of bravery 
and intrepidity as was shown along our line.” Byrne was later engaged in some skirmishes with the 
troops and joined Michael Dwyer and General Holt in the glens of Wicklow. Escaping to Dublin he 
was employed by his brother, and in the spring of 1803 was introduced to Robert Emmet. After the 
abortive rebellion he was asked by Emmet to go to France and seek assistance, but any hopes of French 
intervention were unfounded in the wake of the Humbert Expedition. He entered the French army, 
served with distinction and rose to the rank of Chef-de-Battalion. His remarkable  ‘Memoirs’ which 
were edited by his wife are of two-fold interest, depicting Byrne as the successful Irish insurgent and as 
a ‘Wild Goose’ or a professional soldier in the Irish Legion of the Grand Army. They are full of 
interesting particulars and biographical notices. 

49. CALLANAN, Martin. Records of Four Tipperary Septs. The O’Kennedys, O’Dwyers, 
O’Mulryans, and O’Meaghers. With tables and map. Shannon: Jag Publishing 1999. Large post 
octavo. pp. 180. Blue cloth, titled and decorated in gilt. Minor bump to corner. A fine copy. €125  

COPAC locates 5 copies only. 
50. CARROLL, Lewis. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. With forty-two illustrations by John 
Tenniel. London: Macmillan and Co., 1867. Crown octavo. pp. [xi], 192. Half-title, publisher’s 
monogram on verso. Contemporary half red morocco over red cloth boards. Spine divided into 
five panels by four gilt raised bands, title and author in gilt direct in the second, a rabbit in gilt in 
the third. Signatures of two previous owners (Elizabeth Colthurst / Emily Elliott) on front 
endpaper and half-title. All edges gilt. A very good and attractive copy. €475  
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51. CARTE, Thomas. An History of the 
Life of James Duke of Ormonde. From his 
birth in 1610, to his death in 1688. 
Wherein is contained an account of the 
most remarkable Affairs of his time, and 
particularly of Ireland, under his 
Government. To which is added ... a very 
valuable Collection of Letters, written by 
his Grace, or by the King, the Secretaries 
of State ...and serving to verify the most 
material facts in the said history. Three 
volumes. London: Printed by F. 
Bettenham, for J.J. and P. Knapton, in 
Ludgate-Street ... and T. Wotton, in 
Fleetstreet, 1735/36. Foolscap folio. pp. 
(1) lxvii, [1], 606, 6, (2) ii, 559,133, 11, 
(3) xii, 608. Tail-pieces, capitals; marginal 
notes. Folio. Contemporary full calf, 
boards framed by double gilt fillets; spines 
and corners professionally rebacked. Title 
in gilt on red morocco label on spine, 
volume numbers in gilt direct. From the 
library of Lord Farnham with his armorial 
bookplate on front pastedown. Some 
surface wear to boards. Very good.   €785  
Life of one of the most distinguished Irish 
statesmen and soldiers of his day, a supporter 

of English rule who was nevertheless a conciliator. This work is further enhanced with the addition of 
the third volume (usually wanting), which contains a valuable archive of important correspondence. 
James Butler, 12th Earl and 1st Duke of Ormond, known as the `Great Earl’ was born at Clerkenwell, 
London, in 1610, in the house of his grandfather, Sir John Poyntz. Shortly after his birth, his parents 
returned to Ireland; he was brought by his nurse when three years of age, and for the rest of his life 
remembered being carried through Bristol on that occasion to take the ship for Ireland. He succeeded to 
the earldom in 1633. A royalist, he raised a troop of horse for the king. 
James was six times Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He was one of the most distinguished Irish statesmen 
and soldiers of his day, a supporter of English rule who was nevertheless a conciliator. He arranged a 
cease fire with the Irish rebels in 1643, and offered a treaty in 1646 which granted religious tolerance to 
Catholics. In all those troublesome times he fought for the king in the senate and the field until 1650, 
when he retired to France. He played an important role in the restoration of Charles II and was 
afterwards created Marquis and Duke by him. He retired to Dorset and died there in 1688. 
Baron Farnham, of Farnham in the County of Cavan, a title created in the Peerage of Ireland in 1756 
for John Maxwell, who had previously represented Cavan Borough in the Irish House of Commons. 
John Maxwell’s son, the second Baron, was created Viscount Farnham in 1760 and Earl of Farnham in 
1763. Both titles became extinct when he died childless in 1779. His brother and successor, the third 
Baron, was again created Viscount Farnham in 1781 and Earl of Farnham in 1785. These titles were 
also in the Peerage of Ireland. His son, the second Earl, sat in the House of Lords as an Irish 
Representative Peer from 1816 to 1823. However, he had no children and on his death in 1823 the 
viscountcy and earldom became extinct. 

52. [CASEMENT, Roger] Foreign Office. Diplomatic and Consular Reports on Trade and 
Finance. Portugal. Report for the year 1896 on the Trade and Commerce of Lorenzo Marques. 
Compiled by Roger Casement, British Consular Official. London: HMSO, 1897. Pamphlet. 
Medium octavo. pp. 26. Stitched as issued. Slight foxing. Housed in binder’s cloth folder. In very 
good condition. €875  
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The history of Mputo, the capital of 
Mozambique, traces its origins back over 
500 years, when a fishing village developed 
by Maputo Bay on the site where the modern 
city of Maputo now stands. The first 
Europeans to discover the bay were 
Portuguese navigators led by António de 
Campo in 1502. In 1544, the Portuguese 
merchant and explorer Lourenço Marques 
reached the bay and named it Delagoa Bay. 
In 1781 the Portuguese constructed a fortress 
on the bay, naming it Lourenço Marques, 
hoping to prevent other European powers 
from claiming the area in the future.  
Pressed by rival imperial powers and 
financially weak herself, Portugal initiated in 
the 1890s an experiment in governing large 
areas of Mozambique cheaply through the 
means of two chartered companies, the 
Companhia do Niassa and the Companhia de 
Moçambique. They devoted their energies to 
maximizing profits through the systematic 
exploitation of the African populace. 
Casement’s consular work commenced in 
1895 and took him to Mozambique, Angola, 
the Congo Free State and Brazil. Arriving in 
Lorenzo Marques in 1895, Casement spent 
two years as H.M. Consul in Portuguese 
East Africa. He was transferred to St Paul de 
Loanda, Angola, in Portuguese West Africa 
in 1898 with additional responsibilities for British interests in the Congo and French Congo. 
Casement’s duties included providing intelligence in relation to the movement of arms through the 
Congo to the French force in Sudan. With the outbreak of the Boer War between Britain and the Boers 
in late 1899, Casement was ordered back to Lorenzo Marques to monitor the movement of arms. He 
was awarded the Queen’s South African medal for his involvement in an aborted commando operation, 
which attempted to disrupt the main railway line linking Lorenzo Marques and Pretoria. 

THE ENGLISH BOYCOTT OF QUEENSTOWN 
A REMARKABLE LETTER FROM SIR ROGER CASEMENT 

53. CASEMENT, Sir Roger. Sir Roger Casement on the English Boycott of Queenstown. A 
remarkable Communication.) Reprint from the Indiana Catholic 27th February, 1914. Quarto. 
Single sheet printed on one side only, double column. Paper watermark ‘Ballyclare / Co. 
Antrim.’ In very good condition. Extremely rare. €2,250  

No copy located on COPAC. WorldCat 1. Not in O’Hegarty. Not in NLI. 
The letter was written by Sir Roger Casement (Dublin, 10th February, 1914) in response to the decision 
by the British government to stop the Cunard and White Star lines’ ships calling at Queenstown, the 
finest harbour in the world. This order was made to protect the commerce of Liverpool, London and 
Plymouth. There was great uproar in Ireland over the “boycott.” A number of prominent Irish-
Americans in New York contacted the Hamburg-American trans-Atlantic Company and secured a deal 
whereby that company’s ships would call at Queenstown. This move so-incensed the British that 
representations were made to Berlin and the result was that the Hamburg-American had to break its 
promise:  
“The ‘protests’ of those who injure Ireland are always made in secret and by stealth, and cannot be met 
by Irishmen not trained in that school of action. So, abandon ‘protests’ and hit back ... Those who look 
upon Ireland as their private property will begin to realise that Irishmen are not cattle ... .” Sir Roger 
Casement. 
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See items 53 & 54. 

54. CASEMENT, Roger. Some Poems of Roger Casement. With portrait frontispiece. Dublin: 
The Talbot Press, & London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1918. Square octavo. pp. xviii, 26. Original 
decorated wrappers. Spine professionally rebacked. A fine copy. Scarce. €295  

COPAC locates 8 copies only. 
Roger Casement (1864-1916) was born in Sandycove, Dublin. Both his parents died when he was 
young and he was raised by an aunt in Ulster and educated at Ballymena Academy. He was employed 
in the British Consular Service from 1895 to 1913, from which position he exposed cruelties in the 
Congo and on the rubber plantations of Brazil, where he was Consul-General. Knighted in 1911, a year 
later he joined the Irish Volunteer movement. In 1914 after joining Sinn Féin, he went to Germany 
looking for arms. In April 1916 the Germans despatched  the ‘Aud’, with a cargo of arms to be landed 
in Kerry for use in the Easter Rising. Casement followed in a submarine and landed on Banna Strand 
where he was captured, taken to London and tried and hanged for high treason. 
Loosely inserted is a newspaper clipping [Reynolds News, April, 21, 1940] with a lengthy article by 
George Godwin ‘ Why Was Sir Roger Casement Hanged for Treason?’ 

55. CASEMENT, Sir Roger. & OTHERS. A Public Meeting of Protestants of Ballymoney and 
the Route, will be held in The Town Hall, Ballymoney, On Friday, 24th Oct., 1913, At the hour 
of 7-30p.m., “To Protest Against the Lawless Policy of Carsonism.” Handbill. Ballymoney: 
Hatty & Co. Printers, 1911. Octavo. Printed on one side only. Professional paper repair to tear of 
centre fold. In very good condition. €1,350  

Speakers to include the Right Hon. R.G. Glendinning, Sir Roger Casement, Captain J.R. White, 
D.S.O., Mrs A.S. Green, Mr. Alexander Wilson, J.P., John Dinsmore, J.P., Mr. William Macafee, 
Barrister-at-Law, and others.  
On 24 October 1913 Jack White organised a pro-Home Rule rally in Ballymoney, County Antrim, 
aimed at rallying Ulster Protestants who supported Home Rule. While support for nationalism and 
unionism was usually intertwined with confessional affiliation - nationalists tended to be Catholic, 
unionists tended to be Protestant - there had always been a small minority of Protestants in favour of 
Home Rule (indeed, Isaac Butt and Charles Stewart Parnell were both members of the Church of 
Ireland). 
White himself was born in Ballymena into an Anglo-Irish military family, and was a decorated veteran 
of the Boer War. He had led something of a bohemian existence since then, and within a few weeks of 
the Ballymoney meeting was to be involved in the foundation of the Irish Citizen Army in Dublin. He 
organized the meeting to (as the handbill puts it) to ‘protest against the lawless policy of Carsonism.’ It 
was to consider resolutions stating that ‘this meeting of Protestant inhabitants of Ballymoney and 
district protests against the claim of Sir Edward Carson and the self-constituted Provisional 
Government of Ulster to represent the Protestant community of north-east Ulster in the policy they 
have announced of lawless resistance to the will of the parliament of Great Britain and Ireland’, and 
furthermore, that ‘this meeting contests the narrow claim that differences of creed necessarily separate 
Irish men and women into hostile camps’ (Freeman’s Journal, 16 Oct. 1913). 
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About 400 people attended the meeting in Ballymoney Town Hall, which was addressed by Reverend 
J.B. Armour; John Dinsmore (a local mill owner who had previously accused local ‘linen lords’ of 
exploiting sectarianism to deflect demands for better pay and conditions); R.G. Glendinning, the 
Liberal MP for North Antrim; Sir Roger Casement (a native of Antrim), Alice Stopford-Green; and 
White himself, who read out an alternative covenant that expressed support for Home Rule, unlike its 
far more popular namesake. Casement gave a speech in which he asked ‘why are Ulstermen today 
drilling and arming? … the enemy they are being led against is no enemy at all; in very truth he is their 
own brother’. While acknowledging the socio-economic problems (such as emigration) that seemed to 
pose a compelling argument against Home Rule, Casement went on to issue a plea for national unity, 
arguing that the natural stance for Ulster to take was ‘not to bury its talent in the ground’ but instead, 
‘with goodwill in the heart and instruction in the hand … to guide and help and sustain those, less 
instructed and possibly less capable other Irishmen.’ 

IN A FINE CONTEMPORARY DUBLIN BINDING 
56. CAUSSIN, Nicholas. The Holy Court, being a comprehensive system of Moral Maxims, 
Pious Reflections, and Historic Examples: forming in itself a Complete Library of Rational 
Entertainment, Catholic Devotion, and Christian Knowledge. In five parts. Originally written in 
French by the learned and pious Nichlaus Caussin, of the Society of Jesus, and translated into 
English by Sir Thomas Hawkins and others. Amended and corrected from the old edition with 
the life of the author and an account of his writings purposely compiled for the present 
publication. Enriched with several superb engravings. Dublin: Printed and Published by John 
Coyne, No. 74 Cook-Street, 1816. Quarto. pp. [x], 6, [6], 1560, [8 (plates)]. Continuous 
pagination for the five parts, with separate titles. Bound in a fine contemporary Dublin binding of 
full calf, covers framed in gilt by double gilt fillets and narrow floral roll and floral tool in 
corners, enclosing an inner gilt panel with outer gilt fleurons and inner gilt diamond. Spine 
divided into five panels by four gilt raised bands, title in gilt on black morocco letterpiece in the 
second, the remainder elaborately tooled in gilt; splash-marbled endpapers; new blue and gold 
endbands. Spine professionally restored. Mild surface wear. All edges marbled. A superb copy. 
Extremely rare. €1,250  

 
No copy located on COPAC. WorldCat 2. 
Nicolas Caussin (1583-1651) was a French Jesuit, a theorist of the passions. His treatise, ‘The Holy 
Court’ gives a Christianized account of what he calls the four principal passions: Love, Desire, Anger, 
and Envy, as well as many variants and subgenres of these types. The intent of the work is to instruct 
the proper means for controlling these passions. 
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Sir Thomas Hawkins (died c.1640) was an English poet and translator. He was the eldest son of Sir 
Thomas Hawkins, of Nash Court, Kent, by Anne, daughter and heiress of Cyriac Pettit, of Boughton-
under-the-Blean in the same county. John Hawkins M.D., and Henry Hawkins the Jesuit, were his 
brothers. He succeeded to the family estates on the death of his father, 10 April 1617, and was knighted 
by James I at Whitehall Palace 4 May 1618. 
Like all the members of his family, he was a staunch recusant. On 11 December 1633 an attempt was 
made under a council-warrant to search his house for Father Symons, a Carmelite friar, and others. 
Lady Hawkins would not admit the officers without a special warrant, saying that her husband had the 
great seal of England in his trunk to protect her house, and the matter seems to have dropped there. 
While this work is outwardly known as a teaching tool, it also includes accounts of historical 
significance. According to Lowndes, “In this work will be found a life of Mary Queen of Scots.” 
Not only does this book discuss the history of English royalty, but Caussin covers the crusades, New 
Testament history, and early Christianity in the Roman Middle Ages. 

THE FIRST BOOK PRINTED BY HOT PRESSING IN IRELAND 
57. CERVANTES, Miguel de. The History and Adventures of the Renowned Don Quixote. 
Translated from the Spanish of Miguel De Cervantes Saavedra. To which is prefixed, Some 
Account of the Author’s Life. By Thomas Smollett. Ornamented with a frontispiece and twenty-
one engraved plates by William Bromley, from the designs of the Madrid Royal Academy, &c. 
With list of subscribers. Four volumes. Dublin: John Chambers, 1796. Contemporary half calf 
over marbled boards, flat spine divided into six panels by double gilt fillets; title and volume 
number in gilt on maroon morocco labels in the second and fourth, the remainder tooled in gilt. 
Old inscription on titlepage from Walter O’Hara to his mother.  Exceedingly rare with variant 
subscriber list. €1,250  

COPAC locates 9 sets only. There are two ESTCs citations: [ESTC T59877 - seven names on last page 
of subscribers; ESTC N61306 with twelve names]. Our copy is a variant with twenty two names.  
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra (1547-1616), Spanish writer who is widely regarded as the greatest 
writer in the Spanish language and one of the world’s pre-eminent novelists. His major work, Don 
Quixote, considered to be the first modern novel, is a classic of Western literature, and is regarded 
amongst the best works of fiction ever written. His influence on the Spanish language has been so great 
that the language is often called la lengua de Cervantes (“the language of Cervantes”). He has also been 
dubbed El príncipe de los ingenios (“The Prince of Wits”). 
John Chambers was one of the most active members of the book trade in Dublin from 1775 to 1798. He 
published at least ninety-one titles in 107 editions. Of this number he printed twenty-nine editions for 
others, acting as printer only; this accounts for only those books which had his imprint. Chambers in 
his edition of ‘Don Quixote’ is thoroughly classical. In this work he strove to attain the highest 
standards of typography using the latest equipment: “The execution of the letterpress (under the 
immediate inspection of the publisher) in all the properties of excellence, whether as to uniform colour, 
impression, &c. and aided by the beautiful art of pressing, in the manner of the continent, of which he 
has been the first introducer in this country, will he trusts ... evince a spirit of liberal enterprise in his 
profession” - ‘Dublin Evening Press’, 22 March, 1796. 
Due to his liberal views on such matters as Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary reform he 
became a founder member of the Society of United Irishmen in 1791 and was one of the Executive 
Directory who escaped arrest in the following year. After the Rebellion, Chambers was banished by the 
Act of 1798. He remained a State prisoner until 1802 and finally reached New York in 1805, after 
spending three years in France. He opened a stationery business on Wall Street and died there in 1837. 

MOUNT CONGREVE COPY 
58. CHAMBERS, Ephraim. Cyclopaedia: or, an Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences; ... 
The Third Edition corrected and amended, with some additions. Illustrated with twenty-two 
plates (including ten folding and one double page). In two volumes Dublin: Printed for Richard 
Gunne ... Robert Owen ... Geo. Risk, Jos. Leathly, Geo. Ewing, Will. Smith, Abrah. Bradley ... 
John Smith ... and Geo. Faulkner: 1740. Large folio. First and only Dublin edition. pp. (1) [4], 
xxvi, [2], [1008], (2) [2], [964]. Titlepages printed in red and black. Type specimen bound in 
volume II bears the imprint: “Dublin: Printed by R. Reilly, on Cork Hill. Contemporary sprinkled 
calf, title and volume number in gilt on contrasting red and black morocco labels, also a smaller 
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red morocco label at foot of spines lettered “Dublin 1740”. Leather on new spines much paler 
than the original on sides. Some inoffensive staining and light fraying to margin of some plates. 
A very nice fresh copy. Exceedingly rare. €1,450  

 
COPAC locates 3 copies only. ESTC T135914 locates 2 in Ireland, 3 in England, and 3 North America. 
Ephraim Chambers (c.1680-1740) was an English writer and encyclopaedist, who is primarily known 
for producing the Cyclopaedia, or a Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences. 
Chambers was born in Kendal, Westmorland, England, and attended Heversham Grammar School 
there. Little is known of his early life, other than that he was apprenticed to a globe maker, John Senex, 
in London from 1714 to 1721. It was here that he developed the plan of the Cyclopaedia. After 
beginning the Cyclopaedia, he left Senex’s service and devoted himself entirely to the encyclopaedia 
project. He also took lodging in Gray’s Inn, where he remained for the rest of his life. Chambers died 
in Islington and was buried in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey. 
The first edition of the Cyclopaedia appeared by subscription in 1728, in two folio volumes and was 
dedicated to the king. In addition, Chambers wrote for, and possibly edited, the ‘Literary Magazine’ 
(1735-1736), which mainly published book reviews.  
“Although the Cyclopaedia is now but a landmark in the history of encyclopaedia publishing, its 
impact and influence upon later generations was incalculable. It directly influenced the famous 
Encyclopédie of Diderot, and the new Encyclopaedia compiled by Abraham Rees and published 
between 1802 and 1820. Less directly, the pioneering example of Cyclopaedia stimulated the 
publication of the Encyclopaedia Britannica and many subsequent works” (Walsh: Anglo-American 
General Encyclopaedias). 
Provenance: From the library of Mount Congreve with the signature of A.U. [Ambrose Ussher] 
Congreve (d.1809) on titlepage. 
Mount Congreve was the seat of 6 successive generations of the Congreve family until the death of 
Ambrose Congreve at the age of 104 in 2011. The house is situated close to the southern bank of the 
river Suir approximately 7 kilometres from Waterford city. It overlooks County Kilkenny to the north.  
The architect was John Roberts, a Waterford-based architect who subsequently designed and built most 
of the 18th-century public buildings in Waterford, including both cathedrals.  
Ambrose Christian Congreve died in 2011 and left the estate in trust to the Irish State. The contents of 
the house including the Mount Congreve Library collection were sold by public auction in May 
(London by Christie’s) and July (Waterford by Mealy’s) 2012. John Congreve married Mary Ussher in 
1758 and had Mount Congreve built in 1760. He assembled the Mount Congreve Library, an 
interesting collection of rare and valuable books. The library was catalogued by John Congreve and a 
printed catalogue of the library was published in 1827. 
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59. [CHAPBOOK] James Talbot; or, The Importance of 
Recollecting. “God sees me at all times”. Woodcut title and 
frontispiece. Dublin: Printed by Bentham and Hardy, Cecilia -street, 
1826. 12mo. pp. 72. A fine copy in original stitched printed 
wrappers. Exceedingly rare.                                                        €275  
Only 1 copy located on COPAC. 
Chapbooks literally meant cheap books for mass circulation and were 
sold by ‘Booksellers, Chapmen & Hawkers in Town and Country’, at the 
price of a halfpenny or a penny each, i.e. subsidised by the Cheap 
Repository for Religious and Moral Tracts. This agency, it seems, had 
links with the Association for the Discountenancing of Vice, an 
evangelical movement recently founded in Dublin to counteract the 
circulation of Godless and subversive literature. Both organisations were 
inspired by the success of Hannah More and her penny publications in 
England. 

THE SURRENDER OF O’BYRNE’S COUNTRY 
60. CHICHESTER, Arthur. Manuscript Document. Five pages foolscap. Interesting historical 
content. In a neat and legible hand. By the Lord Deputy and Councell, Arthur Chichester, 
November 11, 1611. An Order carrying into partial effect the King’s letter of 26th June, 1611 
‘authorizing mee the Deputy to accept a surrender or seuerall surrenders of and from the Gent. 
ffreeholdes and Inhabitants of the Countys of the Byrnes in the County of Wickloe of all and 
every their and every of their Lands, Tenements and hereditaments spirituall and temporall in the 
said county.’ Given at Dublin the 11th of November 1611. Signed: Tho. Dublin. Cancellarius ... 
on, J. Denham Fr Anger & [.] Cooke. Copia vera.  Ca.. Dauis. This agreeth with the Entrey 
remaineing on Record in his Majestie’s Surveyor Generall’s Office. Tho. Eliot, Dept. Sur. Genll. 
The documents have been professionally conserved and restored. The odd word is missing due to 
the poor state before conservation.  €2,450 
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It is an order carrying into partial effect the Kings letter of the 26th of June 1611 which it mentions, 
and which is abstracted in the Calendar of Patent Rolls of James I: “King’s letter to receive surrenders 
from the freeholders of the Birnes country ... also from Sir Henry Harrington, Knight, and William 
Harrington his son of the captainship of the said country ... granting them newly reserved rents instead 
of the ancient customs.” This order says that these customs were assessed by agreement with the 
freeholders at £200 English per annum, a considerable amount of money at the time. It is difficult to 
sort out the tenure of the free tenants among the O’Byrnes from the little information available. There 
is for instance a grant to the then chief in 1567 of various dues on his accepting a Government 
Seneschal over his country (Fiants Elizabeth 1026). This order adds the interesting detail that in 1611 
the total of the various dues could be assessed as high as £200.  
The plantation of the six northern counties acted as a powerfully appetizing tonic of the needy Scotch 
and English adventurers, who hung around the council chambers at Whitehall, and the halls of Dublin 
Castle. These adventurers now turned their eyes upon, and set their greedy and covetous hearts longing 
for the possession of the estates of the Leinster chieftains and then began shortly afterwards the most 
notorious and diabolical scheme adopted for the purpose of ousting the O’Byrnes out of their ancient 
patrimony.  
“WHEREAS wee haue received direction from his (sic) Maiestie by Letters bearing date the 26th of 
Jun[e] last past authorizing mee the Deputy to accept a surrender or seuerall surrenders of and from the 
Gent. ffreeholdes and Inhabitants of the Countrys of the Byrnes in the C[ounty] of Wickloe of all and 
every their and every of thei[r] Lands, Ten[e]ments and hereditaments spirituall and t[em]porall in the 
said county, or elsewhere within this Realme – whereof they or any of them are seized of any estate of 
Inheritance in use or possession and thereupon to make a grant or severall grants from his Ma[iest]y[‘s] 
Letter Patent unto the said gent. ffreehold[ers...] Inhabitants of the said Countrey’s surrenders t[hei]r 
heires and assignes of all the lands, Tenements and hereditaments by them and every of them soe 
surrendered without mentioning those said surrenders in their said Letters Patents to be houlden by 
such tenures as to us should been thought fitt reserving to his Majestie his heires and successors out of 
the said Countries dureing the natural Lives of Sir Henry Harrington Knt now Seneschall of those 
Cuntries and William Harrington his sonnne and heire, and ye longer lines of them the highest rents 
that we could or might procure or get for the same by treaty with the said countries.” ... accepted to 
make theire [s]urrender of all the Lands, tenements (?) and Hereditaments in the said County of 
Wickloe or elsewhere within this Realme, whereof they or any of them are seized of any estate of 
Inheritance in use or possession and that the same shall be thereupon regraunted unto them their heires 
and assignes forever without mencioning the said surrender according to his Majestie’s said Letters to 
hold of his Majestie as of his Majestie’s Castle of Dublin in ffee  [4]  ....ing is tria...... anything there 
conteined ..... to presind (?)........ Sr Henry Harring[ton, K[   ] for or cont[..n...] his Mannor of New[        
], but the said Sr Henry or any other the Lords of the said Sr Henry or any other the Lords of the said 
Mannor may enjoy the same as well [     ] all things already found to be parcell thereof <or yt 
hereafter> shall by any authentique record be duely to bee parcell of the said mannor, and that a 
saueing to this effort shall be likewise inserted in their Letters Patten[t] upon theire surroundes above 
mentioned. 
 Given at Dublin the 11th of November 1611. 
  Tho. Dublin. Cancellarius .....on, 
  J. Denham Fr Anger & [.] Cooke. 
  Copia vera.  Ca.. Dauis. 
This agreeth with the Entrey remaineing on Record in his Majestie’s Surveyor Generall’s Office.   
 Tho. Eliot, Dept. Sur. Genll. 
[Verso:]  Act of State in Ireland, 11th November 1611.      
Arthur Chichester (1563-1625) was born at Raleigh in England. He fled to Ireland having been accused 
of robbery and was Captain of one of Drake’s vessels in his last voyage to the West Indies. Knighted 
for the second time in 1595, according to Lodge: “for his skill in the wars in this kingdom [Ireland], 
where his service in the reduction of the Irish to due obedience was so manifest, that he was effectually 
assistant to plough and break up that barbarous nation by conquest, and then sow it with seeds of 
civility”. In 1604 he was appointed Lord Deputy and was instrumental in encouraging the Ulster 
plantation after the Flight of the Earls in 1607. For his trouble Sir Arthur was granted Inishowen and 
created Baron Chichester of Belfast in 1612: “Manors of 1000, 1500, and 3000 acres were offered to 
such English and Scottish as should undertake to plant their lots with British Protestants, and engage to 
allow no Irish to dwell upon them”. In the same year he summoned the first parliament that had been 
held in Ireland for twenty-seven years, establishing a Protestant majority. The harp was first marshalled 
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with the arms of England on the Irish coinage, while he was Lord Deputy in 1614. He died in London 
after returning from a mission to Europe and was buried in the Church of St. Nicholas, where a 
monument has been erected to his memory. His brother John, Governor of Carrickfergus, was taken 
prisoner and beheaded in 1597 by the MacDonnells of Antrim. 
Sir Faithful Fortescue said of Chichester: “He was one so far from ambition and covetousness that he 
neither by friends nor of himself, moved for advancement, military or civil, but still it was conferred on 
him unsought ... He was not a very good orator, but had a singular good expression with his pen - 
sublime and succinct, according to the subject whereof he wrote, and the person to whom”. 

61. CLARENDON, Hon. Hugh of Windsor, Esq. A New and Authentic History of England 
from the Remotest Period of Intelligence to the Close of the Year 1767: Containing a Particular 
and Circumstantial Account of Every Interesting Occurrence, and Memorable Character Relative 
to the Annals of Great Britain, both at Home and Abroad. Particularly, Its Origin; the Progress of 
its Empire; Laws; civil and religious Establishments; its various Operations naval and military; 
Anecdotes of the Transactions of the most celebrated Personages who have distinguished 
themselves in a political, ecclesiastical, or military Capacity: Interspersed with such Remarks as 
may be found necessary to elucidate any obscure Point, solve any Difficulty, and set any 
contested Circumstance in the clearest Light. Two volumes. London Printed for J. Cooke, At 
Shakespear’s Head in Pater-Noster row, and Sold By All Booksellers in Great Britain and 
Ireland, 1770/1771. First edition.  Quarto. Contemporary full tree calf, title in gilt on red morocco 
labels on spines and volume numbers in gilt direct in the third panels. Some light wear to spine 
ends and mild surface wear to covers. A very good and attractive copy. €375 

 
The works presents a sweeping view of British history: “Particularly, Its Origin; the Progress of its 
Empire; Laws; civil and religious Establishments; its various Operations naval and military; Anecdotes 
of the Transactions of the most celebrated Personages who have distinguished themselves in a political, 
ecclesiastical, or military Capacity: Interspersed with such Remarks as may be found necessary to 
elucidate any obscure Point, solve any Difficulty, and set any contested Circumstance in the clearest 
Light.” With a large subscriber’s list. Illustrated with fine engraved plates and a folding map of the 
British Isles. Complete in two volumes. 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 
62. CLARKE, Austin. Mnemosyne Lay in Dust. With drawings by Jack Coughlin. Dublin: 
Dolmen Editions, 1966. Super royal octavo. pp. 52. Green marbled paper boards, titled in gilt. 
Edition limited to 1,000 copies. Signed by the author. A fine copy in very good repaired dust 
jacket . €165  

Miller 96. 
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63. CLARKE, Thomas J. Glimpses of an Irish Felon’s Prison Life. With an introduction by P.S. 
O’Hegarty. Dublin: Maunsel & Roberts, 1922. Crown octavo. pp. xix, 104. Red cloth, titled in 
blind and in gilt. A fine copy in rare lightly frayed dust jacket. Scarce. €145  

Thomas J. Clarke (1857-1916), revolutionary, was born of Irish parents in the Isle of Wight. The 
family emigrated to South Africa, returned to Ireland and settled in Dungannon, when he was ten. He 
went to America in 1881, joined Clan na Gael, the American wing of the I.R.B. Two years later while 
on a mission to England, Clarke was arrested and sentenced to penal servitude for life. He served 
fifteen and a half years under severe conditions and on his release and return to Ireland was made a 
freeman of the City of Limerick. Unable to get employment he emigrated to America in 1899, eight 
years later he returned home and with his savings opened a tobacconist’s and newsagent’s shop at 75A 
Great Britain Street (Parnell Street), where he set about reorganising the I.R.B. He was the first 
Signatory to the Proclamation of Independence of the Irish Republic, and was shot in Kilmainham Jail 
on 3rd May, 1916. 

64. [COGAN, Thomas] John Buncle, Junior, Gentleman. 
Dublin: Printed by W. Kidd, for W. Whitestone, B. 
Corcoran, D. Chamberlaine, J. Potts, J Hoey, J. Williams, W. 
Colles, T. Armitage, ... and C. Talbot, 1776. 12mo. pp. [4], 
260. Contemporary full calf, title in gilt on red morocco label 
on spine. With some pencil notes. Exceedingly rare.    €285  

COPAC locates 7 copies only. 
Thomas Cogan (1736-1818) was an English nonconformist 
physician and Dissenting Minister. He matriculated at Leyden in 
1767 and travelled much in Holland. Was wooed and won by a 
wealthy heiress. He was one of the founders of the Royal 
Humane Society in 1774. and philosophical writer. 
He wrote this, an anonymous account of John Buncle, junior, 
gentleman,  which purported to be a memoir of the youngest son 
of Thomas Amory’s whimsical creation of John Buncle, by his 
seventh wife, Miss Dunk. 
Pencil note facing titlepage: “Query, Was this written by Thomas 
Amory 1692-1789? He was son of an Irish Counsellor & 
published ‘Memoirs’ in 1755 ... has given his valuable 
commendation to his works. ‘John Buncle’ however appears to 
have quite a different work to ‘John Buncle Junior’.” 

65. COLERIDGE, Samuel T. The Poetical Works of 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Edited by James Dykes Campbell. London: MacMillan & Co,  1893. 
Crown octavo. pp. cxxiv, 667 (double column). Bound in a cameo plaquette binding à la fanfare. 
All edges gilt. A fine example of this magnificent binding technique. €375  

The lavish ‘à la fanfare’ style was developed in Paris in the 16th century. Paradoxically its name, (in 
French, à la fanfare) derives from a book bound long after the popularity of the style had declined. That 
elaborate style was popular in France and England in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. 
Although the word “fanfare” evokes showy ornamentation, it is not a descriptive term. Joseph 
Thouvenin revived the style in 1829 for a binding of Les fanfares et corvées abbadesques des Roule-
Bontemps de la Haute et Basse Coquaine et dépendances. The original style grew out of the 
Grolieresque strapwork style and, less directly, Eastern ornament. 

66. [COLLINS, Michael & GRIFFITH, Arthur] Constitution of the Free State of Ireland 
(English Translation). Saorstát Eireann. No. 1 of 1922. Dublin: Published by the S.O. pp. 32. 
Printed wrappers with a Tricolour on upper cover. Paper restoration. Very scarce. €225  

An Act to enact a Constitution for The Irish Free State (Saorstát Eireann) and for implementing the 
Treaty between Great Britain and Ireland signed at London on the 6th of December, 1921. There were 
83 articles in the first schedule and 18 in the second. Signed by the English delegation, Michael 
Collins, Arthur Griffith and the other Plenipotentiaries. It was ratified by the Dáil in December, 1922. 
Initial hopes of producing a document acceptable to the republican opponents of the Anglo-Irish treaty 
vanished when the British government insisted on the introduction of clauses relating to the oath of 
allegiance. 
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See items 65, 66 & 67. 

67. [COLLINS, Michael] A single sheet memorial card, 6 x 9cms, with black border. With the 
legend “Jesus mercy! Mary help!” above an oval portrait of Michael Collins:  “In undying 
memory of Michael Collins, Commander in Chief of Irish National Army, killed in action near 
Bandon, Co. Cork on 22nd August 1922, aged 30 years. R.I.P.” With verse ‘‘... and Erin’s lost a 
noble son, We pray that with his parting breath, that peace for Ireland may be won”.  €575  

SIGNED BY THE TWO ARCH RIVALS FOR KITTY KIERNAN’S HAND 

 
68. [COLLINS, Michael. BOLAND, Harry & OTHERS] A very good small Republican 
autograph book including some 27 signatures, many of them signed in South Armagh in January 
1918 during the Irish by-election for the Westminster Parliament; Ed Fleming, South Armagh 
Election, Jan 31st 1918 with verse that ends “of learning how to use a Rifle”; Matthew O’Farrell, 
Donnybrook, Dublin signs in Irish and English; P.C. O’Mahony, with caption ‘Sinn Fein 
organise on the eve of the battle 31.1.18’; J. Flood, with note ‘we rely on Sth Armagh to provide 
us with an ace on top’; Arthur O’Connor, North Kildare, South Armagh election; Joseph Murphy 
with note ‘Vote for Pat McCartan & Freedom for Ireland’, St. Brigid’s Day 1/2/18; Batt 
O’Connor, Donnybrook. S. Armagh Election, St Brigid’s Day, Up McCartan, good old 
Frongoch’; John O’Mahony South Armagh Election 31/1/18. “To God & Ireland true”; Joe 
McGuinness, South Longford, South Armagh Election, Up McCartan 31/1/18; Stan Ó Deagha, 
Co. an Chláir. MacCártaháin Abú! Poblacht na hÉireann Abú!! South Armagh 31/1/18;  Paul 
Dawson-Cusack, Granard, Co. Longford, Sth Armagh 1/12/18; Seán Mac an tSaoi G221; Kevin 
O’Shiel, signed in Irish and English, South Armagh I.II.18. “Sinn Fein maybe temporarily 
impeded but nothing can stop its march to final victory.”; Dómnal MacCarthaigh; Aoibhistín de 
Staic. Q224. Traighlí. 5.2.1918; P Mac Mathghamna Q1101; Michael Collins 4/9/21; Harry 
Boland; Seán Ó Murthuile, 5/9/21; Frank Aiken, 18/8/21; Thomás Eoin Ua Brannagáin, An lá 
fheile Brighde, South Armagh Election, 1918, etc. Bound in full black leatherette, title 
‘Autographs’ in gilt on upper cover. 185 x 115mm. Dark stain in gutter throughout, barely 
affecting the writing. In very good condition. A unique memento.  €3,450  



De Búrca  Ra re Books 

34 

 

Crossmaglen, 28 January 1918 - Irish by-election for the Westminster parliament. It was held to fill the 
seat for South Armagh, vacated by the death of the Irish Parliamentary Party MP, Charles O’Neill. It 
was a constituency with an electorate of just over 6,000 that it was divided into six polling districts: 
Clady Milltown (921), Crossmaglen (1,028), Ballybet (1,900), Forkhill (1,261), Newtownhamilton 
(883) and Poyntspass (466). 
The Irish Party unanimously selected Patrick Donnelly as its candidate. Donnelly was a Newry-based 
solicitor, who was hoping to put a stop to the recent electoral gallop of the Sinn Féin party. He told 
reporters that South Armagh has never ‘gone wrong’ before. He added that if he was returned it would 
deliver a crushing blow to Sinn Féin that would be heard the length and breadth of Ireland in six 
months. Donnelly’s chief opponent was Dr Patrick McCartan, who was described by one follower at a 
campaign meeting in Cloughbogue as the ‘the man known all over the world, the first Ambassador of 
Ireland to America, and who has faced every sort of danger in order to bring the condition of Ireland 
before the nations of the world’. 
A third candidate, the Unionist Thomas W. Richardson was also set to contest the by-election, but, in a 
constituency like South Armagh, it was essentially a competition between the nationalist (IPP) and 
republican (SF) candidates. The ferocity of the competition between the two was reflected in the 
intensity of the electioneering from both sides. Mr Donnelly and his supporters have been using cars to 
cover the constituency and campaign in all its polling districts. 
In the event, the Irish Party vote held up, and Donnelly won by over a thousand votes. It was a setback 
for Sinn Féin, but only a short one. 

SIGNED LIMITED EDITION 

 
69. COLUM, Padraic. Three Men. London: Elkin, Mathews & Marriot, 1930. First edition. pp. 
[iv], 36. Quarter linen on illustrated papered boards, title and author on printed paper label on 
upper cover. Edition limited to 530 numbered copies, signed and inscribed by the author with 
“Every good wish.” A very good copy in repaired dust jacket. €75  

Denson A39. 
70. COSGRAVE, E. MacDOWEL & PIKE, 
W.T. Ed. by. Dublin and Co. Dublin in the 
Twentieth Century. By E. MacDowel Cosgrave, 
M.D. Contemporary Biographies. Edited by W.T. 
Pike. Profusely illustrated. Brighton & London: 
W.T. Pike, 1908. Quarto. pp. 286. Contemporary 
full maroon morocco with elaborate gilt and blind 
tooling to both covers. Spine expertly rebacked, 
title in gilt on contrasting morocco labels. Some 
fading to covers and minor surface wear. All 
edges gilt. A very good copy.                         €575  
There are over five hundred biographies of 
distinguished Dubliners from all walks of life: 
Nobility & Gentry, Magistrates, Clergy, the Bench & 
the Bar, Legal, Medical, Scholastic, Literary & 
Musical, Land Agents & Auctioneers, Engineers, 
Architects and Accountants. With a medallion 
portrait of each and the places of interest illustrated 
from photographs after Lawrence, Chancellor and 
D’Arcy. 
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71. COTTON, Henry. A Typographical Gazetteer, attempted by the Rev. Henry Cotton. First 
and Second Series. Corrected and much enlarged of the first series and first edition of the second 
series. Two volumes. Oxford: At the Oxford University Press, 1831 & 1846. Demy octavo. pp. 
(1) xviii, 393 (2) xvi, 376 [1 (omissa)]. Contemporary half calf over marbled boards, joints 
strengthened, bookplates removed. A very good set. €395  

With chapters on: Printing; History; Gazetteers; Printing in United States;  Fictitious imprints. 
Appendix. A. Index of pseudonyms, disguised, falsified, or fictitious places; B. Certain academies 
found on the titles of books without specification of place; C. Vellum printed books in the Bodleian 
library; D. A chronological arrangement of the places at which the art of printing is known to have 
been exercised. 

 
See items 72 & 73. 

72. CREEL, George. Ireland’s Fight for Freedom. Setting Forth the High Lights of Irish 
History. Portrait frontispiece of Edmund de Valera and other illustrations. New York and 
London: Harper, 1919. Crown octavo. pp. xiv, 199. Green cloth. A very good copy. €95  

Carty 36b. 
George Edward Creel (1876-1953) was an investigative journalist and writer, a politician and 
government official. He served as the head of the United States Committee on Public Information, a 
propaganda organization created by President Woodrow Wilson during World War I. In this work he 
champions Ireland throwing off the yoke of English oppression. 

73. CROKER, Thomas Crofton. Fairy Legends and Traditions of the South of Ireland. 
Illustrated with wood engravings after designs by W.H. Brooke, Mr. M’Clise, and the author. 
London, John Murray, 1834. 12mo. pp. vi, [2], 344. Worn half calf over cloth boards, title in gilt 
on red morocco label on spine. All edges red. Very good. Very scarce. €185  

Thomas Crofton Croker (1798-1854) a native of Cork, was one of the most celebrated of Irish 
antiquaries, folklorists and collector of ancient Irish airs. He had but little education and at 16 was 
apprenticed to a firm of Cork Quaker merchants. From an early age he showed a great interest in 
literature and antiquities and between 1812 and 1815 rambled about the south of Ireland collecting the 
songs, legends, and traditions of the peasantry. He gave some ancient airs to Thomas Moore, who 
afterwards invited him to England where he further developed in his literary career.  
Daniel Maclise (1806-1870), RA, a distinguished artist, was born in Cork and educated at a day school. 
From an early age he had a great talent to draw, and, after a spell in Newenham’s Bank he was allowed 
to study art at the Cork Academy. Later he opened a studio in Patrick Street, where he executed small 
portraits. His progress was rapid, and his first commission was to illustrate Crofton Croker’s ‘Fairy 
Legends and Traditions of the South of Ireland’. In 1825 he sketched Sir Walter Scott in a bookshop in 
Cork and won praise for the portrait. By 1827 he had saved enough money to go to London, where he 
entered the Royal Academy and won gold and silver medals. He prospered in London, and became a 
life-long friend of Charles Dickens. 
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74. CROSSLY, Aaron. The Peerage of Ireland: 
Or, an exact Catalogue of the present Nobility 
both Lords Spiritual and Temporal, with an 
Historical and Genealogical account of them, 
containing the Descents, Creations and most 
remarkable Actions of them; their Ancestors, 
and some of their Monuments; also the Titles of 
Honour they now enjoy, both here and in 
England, their Preferments, and the time of their 
Promotions, with their Marriages and Issues, 
continued to this Time; with their Paternal Coats 
of Arms, and of the Archiepiscopal and 
Episcopal Sees, and the time of their 
Consecrations and Translations of each Family 
in Balzon; With their respective Arms, Crests, 
Supporters and Mottos; the whole collected 
from the most authentic Histories, Pedigrees, 
choice Manuscripts, Certificates, and other 
Records of this Kingdom. Bound with: The 
Signification of Most things that are born in 
Heraldry, with the Explanation of their Natural 
Qualities, and of those Persons that they ought 
properly to be borne by. Two volumes in one. 
Dublin: Printed by Thomas Hume at the 
Custom-House Printing-House, in Essex-Street 
(and Smock-Alley), for the Author, 1725/1724. 
Small folio. pp. [xii], 4, [pages 5 & 6 
misnumbered 4], [4], 9-260, [iv], 86, [18 (index 
& alphabetical list)]. Second part with separate title and pagination. Rebound with original full 
panelled calf covers laid on. Spine expertly rebacked with title and author in gilt on green 
morocco labels. Signature of John Nicholson Seymour on titlepage, dated 1880. Fraying to top 
right hand corner of margins of last three leaves with minute loss to corners, not affecting text. A 
very good fresh copy. Exceedingly rare. €1,250  

ESTC T141098. 
Aaron Crossly, herald-painter and undertaker, compiled the first Irish Peerage in a folio volume which 
was published in 1725. Notwithstanding its defects however, he must be commended especially as 
William Hawkins, the Ulster King-at-Arms, threw many obstacles in his way. Their differences went 
back to 1703 when Hawkins insisted on an alteration in the coat of arms painted by Crossly on the 
coach of William Palliser, Archbishop of Cashel, and perpetual disputes continued between them. In 
1720, Crossly assured his friend Robert Dale, of the London College of Arms, that he did not value 
Hawkins “any more than the ground he trod on”. 

75. CURL, James Stevens. The Londonderry Plantation 1609-1914. Chichester: Phillimore & 
Co. Ltd, 1986. Demy quarto. pp. 503. Sumptuously bound in full red morocco elaborately tooled 
in gilt, with cream leather central lozenge onlay replicating an eighteenth century Irish binding. 
Spine divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title in gilt on blue morocco label in the 
second, the remainder elaborately tooled in gilt; splash-marbled endpapers; cream endbands. A 
superb copy. €685  

A scarce volume on the history, architecture, and planning of the estates of the City of London and its 
livery companies in Ulster. Black and white illustrations. 

76. CUSACK, M.F. The Student’s Manual of Irish History. London: Longmans, Green, 1870. 
Crown octavo. pp. xv, 460, 4 (publisher’s list). Original blind-stamped cloth. Spine 
professionally rebacked. A very good copy. Exceedingly rare. €265  

COPAC locates 8 copies only. 
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Margaret Anne Cusack (1832-1899) was born into an aristocratic background in Dublin. She became 
an Anglican nun in London, later (1858) converting to Catholicism. She joined the Poor Clares, taking 
the name Mary Francis, in Newry and afterwards spent some time working in the famine-stricken 
region of Kenmare, County Kerry. By 1870 more than 200,000 copies of her works which ranged from 
histories, biographies of saints to pamphlets on social issues had circulated throughout the world, the 
proceeds from which went towards victims of the Famine of 1879 and helping to feed the poor. A 
woman before her time, she was misunderstood and reviled and became embroiled in quarrels with the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy in various parts of Ireland. 

77. CUSACK, M.F. [The Nun of Kenmare] The 
Liberator His Life and Times, Political and Social. 
Illustrated. Kenmare Publications, 1872. Quarto. pp. 
l, 803, [27 (list of subscribers)], [8 (publisher’s list)]. 
Green cloth over bevelled boards. Upper cover 
elaborately decorated in gilt with an  inter-lacing 
Celtic design, enclosing in the centre within an oval 
frame a gilt portrait of O’Connell, along with 
portraits of Grattan, Burke, Curran and Doyle. Spine 
professionally rebacked. All edges gilt. A very good 
copy. Scarce.                                                        €475  
Daniel O’Connell (1775-1847), The Liberator, was born 
at Carhan near Caherciveen, County Kerry to the 
O’Connells of Derrynane, a once-wealthy Roman 
Catholic family, which had been dispossessed of its 
lands. Among his uncles was Daniel Charles, Count 
O’Connell, an officer in the Irish Brigades in France. 
Under the patronage of his wealthy bachelor uncle 
Maurice “Hunting Cap” O’Connell, he studied at Douai 
in France. He became a barrister first at Lincoln’s Inn, 

later transferring to Dublin’s King’s Inns. O’Connell devoted his life to the cause of Catholic 
Emancipation. 

78. DAHL, Roald. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Illustrated by Joseph Schindelman. New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1964. First edition, later issue. pp. [10], 162. Quarter brown cloth over 
cream papered boards, title in gilt along spine and in blind on upper cover; green endpapers. 
Signed by Roald Dahl on paper laid on half title and dated 1988. In price-clipped dust jacket, two 
minute nicks to jacket. A very good copy. €1,250  

The story features the adventures of young Charlie Bucket inside the chocolate factory of eccentric 
chocolatier Willy Wonka. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory was first published in the United States by 
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. in 1964 and in the United Kingdom by George Allen & Unwin, 3 years later. The 
book has been adapted into two major motion pictures: Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory in 1971, 
and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory in 2005. 
The story was originally inspired by Roald Dahl’s experience of chocolate companies during his 
schooldays. Cadbury would often send test packages to the schoolchildren in exchange for their 
opinions on the new products. At that time (around the 1920s), Cadbury and Rowntree’s were 
England’s two largest chocolate makers and they each often tried to steal trade secrets by sending spies, 
posing as employees, into the other’s factory. Because of this, both companies became highly 
protective of their chocolate-making processes. It was a combination of this secrecy and the elaborate, 
often gigantic, machines in the factory that inspired Dahl to write the story. 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 
79. DALTON, Charles. With the Dublin Brigade (1917-1921). With frontispiece and folding 
map. London: Davies, 1929. pp. 178. Crown octavo. Green cloth, title in gilt on spine. Signed 
and dated (5/9/’31) by the author on half-title. New endpapers. Spine evenly faded, otherwise a 
very good copy. Scarce. €285  

Charles Dalton was only 17 years old when appointed to Michael Collins’ elite intelligence unit. In this 
book, he describes his role in the assassination of the `Cairo Gang,’ a team of undercover British agents 
working and living in Dublin. He also details his involvement in the seizure of arms, the filling of  
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homemade hand grenades with gelignite, the attempted shooting of hangmen on their arrival in Dublin 
to carry out executions, attempted rescues of prisoners in military custody, and the encirclement of 
Grafton Street shortly before the Truce. His duties also involved tracing the activities of enemy agents 
and spies, keeping records of enemy personnel, and organizing and developing intelligence in the 
Dublin Brigade. 

80. D’ALTON, John. The History of the County of Dublin. Dublin: Hodges and Smith, College-
Green, 1838. Demy octavo. First edition. pp. viii, 943. Modern half green morocco on marbled 
boards, title in gilt direct. Ex libris Cleveland Irish Literary Association with their neat stamps 
and label. A very good copy. €300  

John D’Alton, born County Westmeath 1792, died 1867, devoted a lifetime to the collection and study 
of historical, topographical and genealogical materials, and this despite the demands of his profession 
as a barrister at law. The extent of his labours may be gleaned from the fact that when his manuscript 
collection was offered for sale in 1864 it consisted of 150 volumes; apparently, these were exclusive of 
his published works. Of his books which were published, the present volume, along with the Memoirs 
of the Archbishops of Dublin, appeared in 1838. There followed in 1855, King James Army Lists of 
1689; in 1863, a two volume History of Drogheda; and in 1864, The History of Dundalk, written in 
association with J.R. O’Flanagan.  
His History of the County of Dublin is a prodigious work in which history, genealogy and topography 
is explored in grand detail. True, the contributions of subsequent local historians have elaborated even 
further on, or corrected, an item here or there. But, withall, his history stands an informative, lively and 
entertaining study, providing knowledge in depth on every nook and cranny of the metropolitan county. 

81. DAVIS, Richard P. Arthur Griffith. Irish History Series, No. 10. Dundalk: Dundalgan Press, 
Published for the Dublin Historical Association, 1976. Large post octavo. pp. 48. Printed 
wrappers. T.W. Moody’s copy with his signature on upper cover. Traces of old stain to corner of 
cover. A very good copy. €15  

BOUND AT THE CHEAP BOOK & VESTMENT DEPOSITORY, DUBLIN 
82. DAVIS, Thomas. Ed. by. The Speeches of the Right Honourable John Philpot Curran. 
Complete and correct edition. Edited with memoir and historical notices by Thomas Davis, Esq., 
M.R.I.A., Barrister-at-Law. Engraved frontispiece. London: Henry Bohn, 1847. pp. xliv, 603. 
Demy octavo. Bound by the Cheap Book & Vestment Depository, Dublin, in contemporary full 
green morocco and tooled in gilt with their ticket inside the front cover (white engraved 
octagonal label: Bookbinding / neatly executed / at the / Cheap Book & Vestment / Depository / 
23 Essex Quay, Dublin). Covers framed by double gilt fillets and gilt floral roll, enclosing in the 
centre of the upper cover the arms and motto of Carlow College. Spine in six panels by five gilt 
raised bands, title in gilt on burgundy label in the second, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-
and-corner design; board edges gilt; comb-marbled end-papers; all edges gilt. Minor wear to 
extremities, joints showing signs of starting, some scratching to covers, internally very clean. A 
very good and rare example from this bindery. Exceedingly rare. €335  

COPAC locates the TCD copy only. 
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Philpot Curran (1750-1817), a prominent lawyer and anti-Unionist. 
He defended some of the leading United Irishmen including 
Theobald Wolfe Tone, Napper Tandy, the Sheares Brothers, 
Hamilton Rowan, William Drennan and Oliver Bond. His daughter, 
Sarah Curran was the fiancée of Robert Emmet whose defence 
Curran refused. He was appointed Master of the Rolls in 1807 and 
held this post until 1814. Byron wrote of him “The riches of his 
Irish imagination were exhaustless. I have heard that man speak 
more poetry than I have ever seen written”. 
Dedicated to William Eliot Hudson. Printed in Dublin by William 
Holden ... Printed from the same setting of type as the Dublin: 
Duffy, 1845 edition. 

 
Engraved portrait frontispiece of J. P. Curran by C. J. Wagstaff after Sir Thomas Lawrence. 

83. DAVITT, Michael. Leaves From a Prison Diary; or, Lectures to a ‘Solitary’ Audience. In 
two volumes. London: Chapman and Hall, 1885. First edition. Crown octavo. pp. (1)  xv, 251, (2) 
x, 256. Green cloth, title in gilt on spine. A very good set. €235  

Michael Davitt, (1846-1906), ‘The Father of the Land League’ was born at Straide, County Mayo. His 
father was a member of a secret agrarian society and at the age of six he saw his family evicted in 1852 
during the clearances that followed the Great Famine. They emigrated to Lancashire, where Michael 
was employed on a cotton mill; at the age of eleven his arm was badly injured by a machine and had to 
be amputated just below the shoulder. He joined the I.R.B. and in 1870 was arrested for his 
involvement in arms trafficking on a charge of treason-felony, and was sentenced to fifteen years penal 
servitude. Due to degrading and inhuman conditions in prison and ill health, he was released seven 
years later. He later wrote an account of his experiences in the book on offer here Leaves from a Prison 
Diary. On Saturday 16th August 1879 in James Daly’s Hotel (now known as the Imperial Hotel), 
Castlebar, the Land League was founded. His Fall of Feudalism in Ireland narrates the ways and means 
by which a revolution on the lines of passive resistance was accomplished. How men and women of 
Ireland, scattered all over the globe by eviction and evils of unsympathetic rule in Ireland were 
‘enlisted’ in the final struggle for the land and rule of the Celtic fatherland. It shows how the generosity 
of the Irish people at home and abroad raised one million pounds to fight the evils of landlordism, to 
subsidise the evicted families and uphold the cause of Irish self-determination. 
He was only 24 years when he was imprisoned as a convicted felon for terrorist activities. Yet, Davitt 
learned from such adversity while in prison. He came to the conclusion, as he records in this tome that 
violence was self defeating, and that membership of an underground, armed conspiracy merely invited 
the counter-productive attention of State agents infiltrating the movement and recruiting informers. 

ANNE HYDE’S COPY 
MOHILL GLEBE LENDING LIBRARY 

84. DAVYS, George. D.D. A Plain Short History of England for Children. London: Rivington, 
1843. 32mo. Worn half roan, title in gilt direct on spine. Inscribed on front pastedown ‘Mobile 
Glebe Lending Library’. Signed by Miss Anne Hyde, Rectory, Frenchpark, also with her 
signature on front free endpaper with sketch presumably of the rectory. Loosely inserted is a 
postcard with genealogical chart of the Hyde family and with note stating ‘This book was 
presented to Alf by Henry Mount Charles (Slane Castle) on the occasion of a talk he gave or 
some help he gave to the Boyne Valley Trust.’ Also signed on front pastedown by Emily Hyde. 
A remarkable association copy. Lacking part of lower spine. In good condition. €285 

Anne Hyde was a sister of Douglas Hyde, founder of the Gaelic League and first President of Ireland. 
Their father Arthur was Church of Ireland Rector of Frenchpark, County Roscommon.  
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85. DEANE, Seamus. Ed. by. Sale Catalogues of Libraries of Eminent Persons. Volume 8 - 
Politicians : Edmund Burke, William Godwin, Warren Hastings, Thomas Hollis, Daniel 
O’Connell, John Wilkes. Edited with an introduction by Seamus Deane. General editor A.N.L. 
Munby. London: Mansell with Sotheby, Parke Bernet, 1971. Quarto. pp. 389.  Information / 
Publishing Ltd, London, first edition, 1973, 1973. Brown cloth, titled in gilt. A fine copy in 
frayed dust jacket. €135  

Reproduces the auction sale catalogues (in several cases annotated with prices realized and buyers’ 
names) for the sales of the following libraries: Edmund Burke (7 November 1833), William Godwin 
(17 June 1836), Warren Hastings (22 August 1853), Thomas Hollis (22 April 1817), Daniel O’Connell 
(22 May 1849), John Wilkes (3 May 1764; 1 June 1799; 29 November 1802). There is also an 
introduction setting each sale in context, giving references to printed accounts of the libraries 
concerned and to surviving books from the collections, and to any special features of interest in the 
catalogues. 

THE DUKE OF LEINSTER’S LARGE PAPER COPY 
86. DE BURGH, Ulick Marquiss of Clanricarde. The 
Memoirs and Letters of Ulick, Marquiss of Clanricarde, and 
Earl of Saint Albans; Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
Commander in Chief of the Forces of King Charles the First in 
that kingdom, during the Rebellion. Governor of the County 
and Town of Galway, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Kent, 
and Privy Counsellor in England and Ireland. Printed from an 
authentic manuscript, and now first published by the present 
Earl of Clanricarde. London: Printed by J. Hughs, near 
Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields: for R. and J. Dodsley, at Tully’s Head in 
Pall-mall, 1757. Elephant folio. Large paper copy (283 x 
445mm). pp. xx, 443, [1], 65, [1]. Contemporary full calf, 
covers framed by double gilt fillets and an inner blind floral 
roll. Spine divided into six panels by five wide gilt raised bands, 
title in gilt on maroon morocco label in the second, gilt armorial 
badge of the Duke of Leinster in the first, the remainder tooled 
in gilt to a centre-and-corner design; board edges and turn-ins 
gilt; marbled endpapers; red and gold endbands. Occasional 
mild foxing. All edges marbled. Minor surface wear to cover 
and letterpiece. A very good copy.                                  €2,650  
ESTCT149946. 
Descended from the Norman de Burgos, who in the 13th century 
became ‘Hibernos ipsis Hiberniores’ - ‘More Irish than the Irish 
themselves’, Ulick Bourke [de Burgh] 5th Earl and 1st Marquis of 
Clanricarde, was born in London in 1604 son of Richard, 4th Earl of 
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Clanricarde, known as ‘Richard of Kinsale’. Ulick sat in Parliament in 1639-40 and attended Charles I, 
on his Scottish Campaign. The following year saw the outbreak in Ireland of the bloody Rebellion of 
1641, in which Ulick and his Mayo kinsmen played an active role on the Royalist side. As Governor of 
the Town and County of Galway he did his utmost to keep the peace. He was made Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland in 1650 by James Butler, 12th Earl and Duke of Ormond, who resigned the post after his vain 
attempts to unite the Irish and Anglo-Irish forces in a combined army to rid Ireland of Cromwell, who 
had landed at Dublin in August of the same year. Like his predecessor, Ulick did not have much 
success in his new office, and after the surrender of Galway to the Parliamentary Forces under Ludlow 
in 1652, Ulick was relieved of his office. His massive Galway estate was confiscated but he was 
allowed to return to his English home at Somerhill in Kent where he died in 1657. The Irish estates 
however were restored to the Clanricardes after the Restoration. His memoirs give us a valuable first-
hand account of that turbulent period in Irish history and were published and edited by John Smith de 
Burgh, 11th Earl of Clanricarde. 
Contents: Part I. Letters and papers, October, 1641 to August, 1643. With an introduction on the 
Clanricarde pedigree. Part II. Letters and papers, February, 1650 to August, 1652. 
A mighty source for the study of seventeenth century Ireland. 

87. DE COURCY IRELAND, John. History of Dun Laoghaire Harbour. With numerous 
illustrations and maps. Dublin: by Éamonn de Búrca, for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2001. Royal 
octavo. First edition. pp. xiv, 184. Red papered boards, titled in gilt. Signed by the author on 
titlepage. A fine copy in fine dust jacket. Scarce. €95  

Dun Laoghaire harbour, recognised as one of the most picturesque in Europe, was built early in the 
19th century as the consequence of an explosion of popular anger at the continuous deaths from 
shipwreck in Dublin Bay. The most competent and experienced navigators at that time described the 
port of Dublin as the most perilous in the whole world for a ship to leave or approach in certain 
circumstances. Thanks largely to the efficiency and foresight of Captain Hutchison, the first Harbour 
Master, the port built as an “Asylum” harbour or port of refuge, became with the introduction of steam-
driven passenger and mail carrying ships the busiest port on the eastern shore of the Irish Sea, also a 
leading fishing port and popular yachting centre. 
The magnificent dust jacket depicts the departure of Queen Victoria and the Royal Squadron from 
Kingstown, August 1848. 

88. DE VALERA, Eamon. Ireland’s Case Against Conscription. Dublin and London: Maunsel, 
1918. Crown octavo. pp. iv, 46. Green stiff wrappers, title printed in black on upper cover. 
Previous owner’s signature on upper wrapper. A near fine copy. €85  

This statement, prepared for presentation by the Lord Mayor of Dublin for President Woodrow Wilson 
was almost complete when de Valera was arrested. It was edited for publication by Robert Brennan 
who added, in line with de Valera’s wishes, a selection of testimonies from “authors unprejudiced in 
favour of Ireland”. 

 
See items 87, 88 & 90. 
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89. DOHERTY, William J. The Abbey of Fahan in Inis-Owen, County of Donegal. A Paper 
read at a meeting of The Royal Irish Academy: February 28th, 1881. With Addenda. Dublin: P. 
Traynor, 1881. First edition. pp. 40. Recent stiff wrappers with original upper printed cover laid 
down, inscribed ‘All Hallows College / Library.’ A very good copy. Exceedingly rare. €165  

No copy located on COPAC. 
The addenda includes notes on: John Colgan, The Albany, The Bell of St. Mura, Most Rev. Dr. 
McDevitt, etc. 

90. DOHERTY, William J. The Round Towers of Ireland. A Lecture. Delivered before the 
Literary and Scientific Society of Maryport, Cumberland, November 16th, 1880. Dublin: John F. 
Fowler, 1881. pp. 31. Original stapled pictorial wrappers. Staples rusty, edges frayed. 
Exceedingly rare. €195  

COPAC locates the British Library copy only. Not in Bradshaw. 

MANUSCRIPT BOUND BY M.H. GILL & SON OF DUBLIN 
91. DONOVAN, Hanna M. Manuscript. In Memory of our Dear and Venerated Bishop, Right 
Rev. Dr. Delany, Late Lord Bishop of the Diocese of Cork. Death of the Lord Bishop of Cork. 
His Last Illness. Sketch of his Career. The Lying in State. Written in a neat copperplate hand in 
purple ink. Copied from Cork Examiner of the 15th, 16th, 18th November and 15th December 
1886. By Hanna M. Donovan, Kinsale, 1886. Crown octavo. pp. 405. Bound by Gill of Dublin 
(name in gilt on upper doublure) in full black roan over bevelled boards, boards ruled in gilt to a 
geometric design, title in gilt on upper cover; gilt doublures; moiré-silk endpapers; black and 
white endpapers. Surface wear to leather. All edges gilt. Wear to extremities. A very good copy. 
Rare signed Gill binding. €475  

   
See items 91 & 93. 

William Delany, Parish Priest of Bandon, was the compromise candidate chosen to succeed Bishop 
Murphy, who died suddenly in 1845. He was chosen to be bishop ahead of Fr Theobald Matthew, who 
was the favoured candidate but was not universally popular. A war of words broke out and Pope Pius 
IX intervened to appoint Delany. 
This was a period when the Catholic Church in Ireland was just emerging from the darkness and 
sorrow that had long oppressed and degraded her through the Penal Laws. The famine was ravaging the 
country and Cork city and county felt the effects. People in their thousands were fleeing from the land 
rather than face horrible death by starvation. Education was also at a low ebb. 
Delany pursued a vast building programme replacing the primitive churches of the diocese and many of 
today's churches were built during his episcopacy. Schools were provided in every parish and the work 
progressed so well that the diocese became studded with religious and educational establishments and 
all undertaken at a time of great poverty and hardship. He also launched a plan to give the diocese a 
junior seminary and shortly before his death laid the foundation stone of St. Finbarr's College, 
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Delany's bishopric was never far from controversy. He was not perceived as a supporter of the 
emerging nationalist movement as evidenced in his 1867 report to Rome which included the line; “… 
except for a little Fenian insanity, we have no great crimes in the diocese”. This opinion drew him into 
conflict with an increasing number of nationalists. 
In 1881, Bishop Delany made a decision that scarred his reputation. He transferred two priests from St 
Finbarr’s Parish to Kinsale and Bandon it what was seen as a demotion resulting from the fact that both 
priests had publicly supported Charles Stewart Parnell in the election of 1880. 
Bishop Delany was quoted as saying that he was guided “only by a desire to do what is best for the 
honour of this ancient diocese and best for God.” 
But Delany’s perceived opposition to Parnell at a time when Parnell was regarded as the “Uncrowned 
King of Ireland” did not endear his reputation to the people of the Diocese of Cork. 

92. DONOVAN, Tom. The Knights of Glin. Seven Centuries of Change. Profusely illustrated. 
Glin: Historical Society, 2009. Royal quarto. pp. 463. Brown cloth, title in gilt along spine. A 
fine copy of this scholarly work in fine dustjacket. €285  

This lavishly illustrated chronicle of the FitzGerald family traces their origins from the Norman 
invasion to the present day. The Knights of Glin gained control of a large hinterland along the Shannon 
Estuary, initially as vassals to the Earl of Desmond, and later managed to maintain an ever reducing 
presence there.  
The interdisciplinary approach of various contributors crosses boundaries of local history, big houses 
and Gaelic studies. 

THE TRUE FIRST EDITION 
93. DOYLE, Roddy. The Commitments. Dublin: King Farouk, 1987. Large post octavo. First 
edition, first impression. pp. [iv], 144. Pictorial wrappers. A fine copy. Very scarce. €450  

The true first edition published by the author who couldn’t find a publisher. The Heinemann edition 
appeared a year later. 
This is the story of The Commitments, a band with a mission in bringing Soul to Dublin. 

94. [DUBLIN CORPORATION] Minutes of the Municipal Council of the City of Dublin, from 
the 1st January, 1922 to 31st December, 1922. Dublin: Dollard, 1923. Medium octavo. pp. xxvii, 
530.  Half roan on cloth boards, title in gilt on red morocco label on front cover. Alderman 
Bernard Francis Shields copy with his name in gilt in Irish and English on upper cover. All edges 
marbled. A very good copy. €65  

Printed Pursuant to the Following Order: At a Meeting of the Municipal Council of the City of Dublin, 
held on Monday, the 15th day of November 1880 - The Right Honorable E. Dwyer Gray M.P. Lord 
Mayor in the Chair; It was Proposed by Councillor Shackleton. Seconded by Councillor Sir William 
Carroll and Resolved - “That from and after 1st January next, an Abstract of the Minutes of the Council 
be circulated with the Council Summons for each Meeting”.  
Resolution of sympathy on the untimely death of General Michael Collins, T.D. 

95. [DUBLIN WILLS] Appendix to the twenty-sixth report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public 
Records and Keeper of the State Papers in Ireland. Index to the Act or Grant Books, and to 
Original Wills, of the Diocese of Dublin (c. 1638) to the Year 1800. And from 1800 to 1858. 
Two volumes. Dublin: Printed for H.M.S.O., by Alexander Thom & Co., 1895/1899. Medium 
octavo. First edition. pp. (1) viii, 1087 (2) iv, 1159. Modern quarter blue buckram on marbled 
boards, title and volume numbers in gilt on contrasting labels on spines. A very good set. 
Extremely rare. €475  

COPAC locates only 1 copy of the second volume. 
J.J. Digges La Touche was Deputy keeper of the Records. 

96. DUBOURDIEU, Rev. John. Statistical Survey of the County of Antrim, with Observations 
on the Means of Improvement; drawn up for the consideration, and by direction of the Dublin 
Society. Illustrated with a map of the county and sixteen acquatints  plates (mainly folding). 
Dublin: Graisberry, 1812. pp. (1) xxiii, [1], 630, 112. Modern black cloth, title in gilt on black 
morocco label on spine. Map repaired. Inoffensive waterstain to some plates. Several old stamps 
and faint blind-stamp of Mercantile Library. A very good copy. Very scarce. €575  

The Royal Dublin Society was founded in 1731 for “Improving Husbandry, Manufactures, and other 
useful Arts and Sciences”. One of its greatest achievements was the publication of the statistical  
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surveys for each of the counties of Ireland. The work thoroughly surveys the topography of the 
counties, its geology, mines, quarries; its rivers, navigations, fish and fisheries; bogs and their 
reclamation; its agriculture ... markets, farming methods ... tenure and rents, population, towns and 
their developments ... use of spirits; the schools, manufacturing industry, roads and bridges, etc. 

97. DUNLOP, Durham. Edited by. A Memoir of the Professional Life of William J. Barre, 
Esq., Member of the Royal Institute of Architects, Ireland.  With photographic illustrations 
selected from his works. Edited by Durham Dunlop, M.R.I.A., author of “The philosophy of the 
bath”. Belfast: James Magill, Castle Buildings, Donegall Place, 1868.  Small quarto.  pp. [14], 
66, [92], 28 (plates).  Title printed in red, green and with a brown border, remainder of pages 
within a black border decorated at corners, green and maroon decorated initial pieces.  Green 
cloth over bevelled boards.  Upper cover framed by triple gilt fillets, ‘W.J.B.’  Autographed letter 
signed from Charles Brett to a former owner, discussing the author and his works: “I had not 
realised that he was the author of so many and varied works - especially the Polar Bear’s Picnic 
at Banbridge,” tipped onto front free endpaper.  All edges gilt.  A very good copy. €1,250 

 
COPAC locates the BL and QUB copies only.  WorldCat 1. 
William Joseph Barre (1830-1867) was born in Newry, County Down.  He was a prolific architect who 
designed and built many well of the well known buildings in Belfast in the Gothic Revival style.  Barre 
had a colourful history when it came to architectural competitions.  By the time he was thirty he had 
beaten numerous rivals to win the task of designing the Ulster Hall.  His design for the Methodist 
Church on University Road (originally the Wesleyan Church, on what was then Botanic Road) took 
first place in a competition of 1864, the work being completed the following year.  Barre built several 
other monuments, perhaps the most unusual being that to the Banbridge-born arctic explorer Francis 
Crozier, featuring polar bears poised on top of flying buttresses.  Barre died of tuberculosis at the age 
of thirty seven, having completed several dozen major buildings, including private houses, schools, 
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factories, and, above all, churches. 
The illustrations in this work include some of Barre’s best known designs:  Ulster Hall Belfast; 
Unitarian Church, Newry; Episcopal Church, Rockcorry;  Episcopal Church, Bray; Adam Clark 
Memorial Church, Port Stewart; Presbyterian Church, Belmont, Belfast; The Crozier Memorial, 
Banbridge; Presbyterian Church, Duncairn, Belfast; The Cathedral, Cork; The Mote, Strandtown, 
Belfast; Wesleyan Church, Botanic Road, Belfast; Gates, Fortwilliam Park, Belfast; Whitworth Hall, 
Drogheda; Presbyterian Church, Crossgar; Ferguson Memorial Tomb, Malone Cemetery, Belfast; 
Roxborough Castle, Albert Memorial Belfast; Clanwilliam House, Malone, Belfast; Episcopal Church, 
Moy; Episcopal Church, Dungannon; Ophthalmic Hospital, Belfast; Linen Warehouse, Belfast; Barre’s 
Tomb.  The majority of the photographs are of the drawings by Barre, there are eight of the buildings. 
The limitation on this work must have been very small as there were only sixty six subscribers.  These 
included: Mrs. Barre, Eccles Street, Dublin; Basil Brooke, Castleblayney; The Earl of Charlemont, 
Rocksbury Castle; Isaac Corry, Newry; William Fogarty, Architect, Dublin; John Getty, Coleraine; 
James Magill (the Publisher), etc. 

98. DUNLOP, Robert. Ireland Under the Commonwealth. Being a selection of documents 
relating to the Government of Ireland from 1651 to 1659. Edited, with historical introduction and 
notes. Two volumes. Manchester: U.P., 1913. pp. (1) clxxvi, 282, (2) lxxviii, 471. Medium 
octavo. Blue cloth, titled in gilt. Previous owner’s signature and neat bookplate. Fore-edge and 
bottom edge untrimmed. Top edges green. A very good set. Scarce. €575  

A selection of documents drawn from a number of volumes known as the Commonwealth Records, 
which were discovered by the historian, John J.  Prendergast in the Bermingham Tower of Dublin 
Castle. These were covered in dust and had not seen daylight for over a century. The author’s intention 
in publishing this work was to exonerate Cromwell’s policy in Ireland. Initially he was of the opinion 
that ‘The Cromwellian Settlement of Ireland’ by Prendergast was biased and that the position taken up 
by Cromwell was divine retribution for the horrid and unprovoked massacre by the Irish Catholics of 
the English and Scottish settlers in Ireland in 1641. However the more the author sifted through the 
documents, the more he began to realise that apart from the religious difference between Ireland and 
England, the root cause of this and subsequent rebellions was England’s refusal to grant an independent 
legislature to the Irish people. 

99. H-R-N [DUNNE, John Joseph] Here and There Memories. London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1896. 
First edition. pp. xi, 411. Cloth boards in Irish colours; orange, white and green. Small gilt 
decoration on upper board. A very good copy. €175  

The author is identified by Halkett and Laing (second edition).  
John Joseph Dunne was born in Ballybrittas, County Offaly in 1837 to a minor Catholic Gentry family. 
Educated at Clongowes, Dunne had a varied and interesting career as a soldier, traveller, politician and 
civil servant. He was also governor of Castlebar Gaol: There are several anecdotes in his ‘Here and 
There Memories’ referring to Mayo: “John Sheridan, the postmaster at Castlebar, inherits a caustic wit 
from his father, mentioned on other pages. There is a Barrister thereaway whose grandsire was a 
shoemaker when the postmaster’s forebears were county people. The Barrister was flourishing a 
conspicuous signet ring, and saw that it had caught Sheridan’s eye. He pulled it off for inspection. The 
man of letters examined the crest, read the motto, and restored it with, Semper fidelis ? Just so - true to 
the last”. 
In his introduction the author tells us: “I lack courage to publish a truthful autobiography: nor has had 
anyone else yet had it, though such a record, even of the most humdrum existence, would be 
priceworthy beyond all books”.  
He was secretary to Isaac Butt and he dedicated this work to him: “I Dedicate this unworthy trifle in 
affectionate memory of Isaac Butt; so much forgotten by the people in whom he revived the hope to be 
loyal, yet free”.  
John Joseph Dunne is reputed to have been the foremost expert on fishing in Ireland. He wrote under 
the pseudonym Hi-Regan and published ‘How and Where to Fish in Ireland’. See item ??? 

100. DUTTON, Hely. Statistical Survey of the County of Clare, with observations on the means 
of improvement, drawn up by the Dublin Society. With a folding map of the county, table and an 
engraved plate of a curious monument at Kilnaboy. Dublin: Printed by Graisberry and Campbell, 
1808. Large post octavo. pp. xxiv, 369, 13 (appendix). Modern half brown morocco on marbled 
boards, title in gilt on black morocco label on spine. Ex library stamp on title barely visible. 
Occasional light foxing. A very good copy. Very scarce. €475  
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This work thoroughly surveys the topography of the county, its geology, mines, quarries; its rivers, 
navigations, fish and fisheries; bogs and their reclamation; its agriculture ... markets, farming methods 
... tenure and rents, population, towns and their developments ... use of spirits; the schools, 
manufacturing industry, roads and bridges, etc. 

101. E.F. [CARY, Henry, Viscount Falkland, or FANNANT, Edward, attrib.] The History of 
the Life, Reign, and Death of Edward II. King of England, and Lord of Ireland. With the rise and 
fall of his great favourites, Gaveston and the Spencers. Written by E.F. in the year 1627. and 
printed verbatim from the original. London: Printed by J.C. for Charles Harper, at the Flower-de-
luce in Fleet-street; Samuel Crouch, at the Princes Arms in Popes-head-Alley in Cornhil; and 
Thomas Fox, at the Angel in Westminster-hall, 1680. First edition. Tall slim quarto. pp. [4], 132, 
137-160, [4], with normal mispaginations, collated complete. Titlepage in red and black. Modern 
quarter calf on marbled boards, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine; vellum tips. Some 
toning. Previous owner’s initials, dated 1711 on titlepage with bookplate on verso. Lacks 
engraved frontispiece. A very good copy. €345  

ESTC R23073.  
Found among Henry Cary, Viscount Falkland’s papers after his death. Variously attributed to him and 
Edward Fannant. Advertisement: p. [4] at end. Includes index. 

102. [EASTER RISING] Dublin and the “Sinn Féin Rising”. Portraits, Documents, Pictures. 
Volunteer Relics, Arms & Accoutrements, Story of the Rising. Photographed by Chancellor. 
Profusely illustrated. Dublin: Wilson Hartnell, [1916]. Oblong quarto. Stapled pictorial cream 
wrappers. A few nicks to fore-edge of wrapper. A very good copy. €275  

Carty 624. 
Illustrated with portraits of the leaders, scenes before and after the destruction with historical 
commentary. Includes a facsimile copy of Vol. I No. I Irish War News. 

103. [FELTHAM John] A Guide to All the Watering and Sea-Bathing Places; with a 
Description of the Lakes; and Itineraries. Illustrated with Maps and Views. A new and improved 
edition. London: Printed for Richard Phillips, 6, Bridge-street, Blackfriars, n.d. [1812]. pp. iv, 
528, [8 (publisher’s list)], [58 (plates, maps and table)]. Contemporary half calf over marbled 
boards, title in gilt direct on spine. Some surface wear to leather. A very nice copy. €150  

COPAC locates 6 copies only. See illustration on next page. 
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104. FITZGERALD, Rev. P. & M’GREGOR, J.J. The History, Topography, and Antiquities, 
of the County and City of Limerick; with a Preliminary View of the History and Antiquities of 
Ireland. With a large fold. map of the County surveyed by James Coffey in 1825, engraved plates 
and folding tables. Two volumes. Dublin: Printed for George M’Kern, Limerick ... Also by 
Baldwin, Craddock, and Joy, London, 1826. Large post octavo. First edition. pp. (1) vi, 424, (2) 
x, 623, lxvi, xix (appendix & index), 2 (addenda and errata). Recent quarter calf on marbled 
boards. A very good set. Rare with Limerick map. €435  

COPAC locates 10 sets only. 
The following notice of this Limerick author, Rev. P. Fitzgerald, appeared in MS. in a copy of the 
History of Limerick which he wrote in conjunction with J. J. McGregor, its writer being as there stated, 
Caleb Powell of Clanshavoy, Limerick: “Patrick Fitzgerald, the ostensible compiler of this history, 
which was really arranged by McGregor, a Waterford bookseller of some literary merit, was the son of 
a tailor in Bruff, County Limerick, and was first employed at the school of Mr. Buckley in that town. 
Evincing an aptitude for learning, he was gratuitously instructed in that seminary. He subsequently 
accompanied young gentlemen of the name of Bennett of that neighbourhood to Dublin to read with 
them their college course. These young men had been educated at Mr. Buckley’s, and their mother, 
considering Patrick Fitzgerald a sober, steady youth, furnished funds for his maintenance, and he read 
and obtained a Sizarship in Trinity College, Dublin, having abandoned the Roman Catholic religion, in 
which he had been brought up. He afterwards became private tutor to Mr. Crips and others, got 
ordained, and married a Miss Stewart of the County Galway, who had respectable connections. The 
Rev. P. Fitzgerald had an extraordinary aptitude for genealogical traditions, and had accounts more or 
less accurate of many Limerick families”.  
The titlepage of the above-named History of Limerick shows that he was at that time Vicar of 
Cahircorney in the Diocese of Emly. 
There is a multi-folding map of County Limerick, Multi-folding plan of the City, engraved views of 
Askeaton, Harbour of Limerick, Dominican Chapel, Lunatic Asylum, Saint Mary’s Cathedral, County 
Court House, County Goal, Wellesley Bridge and Mr. Roche’s Garde. 
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105. FITZPATRICK, Thomas. The Bloody Bridge And other Papers Relating to the 
Insurrection of 1641 (Sir Phelim O’Neill’s Rebellion). Dublin: Sealy, Bryers and Walker, 1903. 
Crown octavo. pp. xl, 296. Blue cloth, title in gilt. Ink stain to lower right-hand corner of 
titlepage. Bookplate removed. A very clean copy. €45  

The author in this work tries to give a balanced and honest account of the Rebellion of 1641. He states: 
“And never was the action of an entire people so elaborately, so disingenuously, misrepresented”. On 
the other hand “the alleged ‘Massacre’ - the Massacre of Milton, Temple, Borlase, May, Rushworth, 
Cox, Harris, Carlyle, and Froude - is a stupendous falsehood”. 

106. FITZPATRICK, W.J. The Life of Charles Lever. London: 
Chapman and Hall, 1879. First edition. pp. (1) xvi, 343 (2) viii, 
440. Near contemporary half crushed levant green morocco on 
cloth boards. Spines divided into panels by raised bands with gilt 
dots, title author and volume numbers in gilt direct in the second 
and fourth, the remainder ruled in gilt; splash marbled endpapers; 
green and gold endbands. Top edges gilt. A superb set.          €275  

“Doctor Fitzpatrick, both as a practical writer, and as one who has 
made the great men of Ireland his special study, possesses peculiar 
qualifications for the task. The biography contains a considerable 
number of anecdotes, and will serve to correct many popular errors 
with regard to Lever” - Dublin Daily Express. 

107. FLOOD, W.H. Grattan. Notes towards a Parochial History 
of the Diocese of Ferns. Waterford: Downey & Co., 1916. Quarto. 
pp. xxiv, 246. Green cloth, titled in gilt on spine. Recased. A very 
good working copy. Scarce.                                               €145  
108. FLOWER, Robin. The Irish Tradition. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970. Crown octavo. pp. 
[vi], 173. Green cloth, titled in gilt. A fine copy in frayed sun-tanned dust jacket. €60  

This work contains a course of lectures on medieval Irish literature given by the author at Trinity 
College, Dublin, in 1938.  The contents include: The Founding of the Tradition; Exiles and Hermits; 
The Rise of the Bardic Order; The Bardic Heritage; Ireland and Medieval Europe; Love’s Bitter Sweet; 
The End of the Tradition. 

 
See items 108, 109 & 111. 

ILLUSTRATED BY SEAGHAN MacCATHMHAOIL 
109. FOX, C. Milligan. Four Irish Songs. Words by Edith Wheeler and Alice Milligan. The 
Connacht ‘Caoine’ (in Irish) by Tadhg O Donnachdha. Illustrated by Seaghan MacCathmhaoil 
(John Campbell). Dublin: Maunsel, n.d. (c.1907). Quarto. pp. 30. Beige cloth, printed in brown. 
Discolouration to cloth as usual. A very good copy. Scarce. €150  
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Charlotte Milligan Fox dedicates this work to the members of the Irish Folk Song Society, the songs 
included are: The Connacht Caoine; My Singing Bird; Mayo Love Song and Antrim Glen Song. 
Text in Irish and English with musical score. With four fine Celtic revival illustrations by Seaghan 
MacCathmhaoil. 

110. FRASER, Robert. General View of the Agriculture and Mineralogy, present State and 
Circumstances of the County of Wicklow, with observations on the means of their improvement; 
drawn up for the consideration of The Dublin Society. With coloured folding map of the county. 
Dublin: Printed by Graisberry and Campbell for the Dublin Society, 1801. Large post octavo. pp. 
[12], 284, 6 (index). Modern quarter morocco on marbled boards. All edges marbled. A very 
good copy. €475  
111. FRENCH, Henry W. Our Boys in Ireland. Illustrated. New York: Worthington, 1891. 
Royal octavo. pp. x, 331. Pictorial cloth, title in gilt on spine. Light wear to extremities. A very 
good copy. €235  

Henry Willard French, American author of fiction for juveniles and newspaper correspondent was a 
native of West Hartford, Connecticut. The story opens in Boston where a group of boys set sail for 
Scotland via Ireland. They land in Galway and travel around the west and south of Ireland. Along the 
way they meet peasants whose story they relate. After visiting Dublin they set sail for Scotland. The 
work is considerably enhanced by the magnificent illustrations. 

112. GALLAGHER, Frank. Days of Fear. A Diary of Hunger Strike. London: John Murray, 
1928. First edition. Crown octavo. pp. 175. Quarter black morocco on black buckram boards, title 
and author in gilt on spine. A fine copy. Rare. €185  

Frank Gallagher 1893-1962 [pseud. David Hogan] was a native of Cork. London correspondent of 
William O’Brien’s ‘Cork Free Press’, and subsequently its final editor. Although he was himself a 
separatist, he personally admired O’Brien. The paper was suppressed after Gallagher accused the 
British authorities of lying about the conditions and situation of republican prisoners in the Frongoch 
internment camp.  
Gallagher joined the Irish Volunteers; worked with Erskine Childers on Republican publicity staff, and 
edited the ‘Irish Bulletin’, from 1919. Imprisoned in 1920, he later joined the hunger strike from 5th to 
15th April 1920. This diary was written during his actual hunger strike “‘Days of Fear’ are living, livid 
days. As full of gentleness as of fear, as full of despair as of faith. And because they are real they are 
days strange and most poignant”. 

RARE BALLINROBE PRINTING 
113. [GALWAY PRESENTMENTS] County of Galway. Abstract of Undischarged Queries 
and New Presentments, after Summer Assizes, 1869. Ballinrobe: Printed at the “Chronicle” 
Office, 1869. pp. 211, [1]. Modern black cloth with original printed wrappers bound in. Signature 
of James B. Forster, Esq., in wrapper. €365  
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The contents include: The annual road contracts for the numerous baronies in the county. A good 
source for genealogical research. 
The foreman of the Jury was Viscount Burke and the members included Hon. Luke G. Dillon of 
Clonbrock, Sir Thomas Burke of Marble Hill, Robert Bodkin, Christopher Redington, Walter Blake, 
Burton R.P. Persse, Pierce Joyce of Mervue, John W. Lynch, Cornelius J. O’Kelly of Gallagh, etc., the 
gentry and noblemen of Galway. 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 
114. GAUGHAN, J. Anthony. Austin Stack: Portrait of a Separatist. Illustrated. Dublin: 
Kingdom Books, 1977. Demy octavo. pp. 408. Blue papered boards, title in gilt on spine. Signed 
by the author on titlepage. With previous owner’s bookplate. A very good copy in frayed dust 
jacket. Rare. €225  

Austin Stack (1879-1929), revolutionary, was born at Ballymullen, Tralee, County Kerry and educated 
at the local C.B.S. At fourteen he became a solicitor’s clerk. He later captained the Kerry team that 
won the All-Ireland football final in 1904. Joining the I.R.B. in 1908, as Commandant of the Kerry 
Brigade of the Irish Volunteers he co-ordinated the landing of arms by Roger Casement at Banna 
Strand. He was arrested and sentenced to death, which was commuted to penal servitude for life. Stack 
was released with the general amnesty of 1917 and was elected Sinn Féin M.P. in the following year. 
Between 1919 and 1922 he was at different times Minister for Home Affairs, Finance and Defence. He 
opposed the Treaty of 1921, fought with the Republicans in the Civil War, was captured in 1923 and 
went on hunger strike for forty-one days before being released in July, 1924. 

115. GAUGHAN, J. Anthony. Doneraile. Second revised edition. Foreword by John B. Keane. 
With illustrations and folding map. Dublin, Kamac, 1970. Second revised edition. pp. 171. 
Pictorial stiff wrappers. A fine copy. €45  

WITH FINE FORE-EDGE PAINTING - EARLY FINE VIEW OF HOBART 

 
116. GEHRIG, Johann Martin. Gott ist die Reinste Liebe. Wursburg: 1825. 12mo. pp. 236, [4].  
With half-title, frontispiece and one plate. Contemporary full green morocco, covers framed by a 
single gilt fillet and gilt draped curtain border. Flat spine divided into six panels, title in gilt on 
red morocco label in the second, the remainder elaborately tooled in gilt with birds, lyre and 
flowers; green end-papers. Society of Jesus label on front pastedown. Fine fore-edge painting of 
an early view of Hobart, Australia, looking across the river Derwent estuary from Bellerive, with 
boats, houses, forests and Mount Wellington in the background, inscribed ‘Hobart 1830.’ A very 
attractive copy. €3,250 

Founded in 1804 as a British penal colony, Hobart is the capital and most 
populous city of the Australian island state of Tasmania [Van Diemen’s Land]. 
Hobart is Australia’s second oldest capital city after Sydney, New South 
Wales. Prior to British settlement, the Hobart area had been occupied for 
possibly as long as 35,000 years by the semi-nomadic Mouheneener tribe, a 
sub-group of the Nuennone, or South-East tribe. The city is located in 
Tasmania’s south-east on the estuary of the River Derwent, making it the most 
southern of Australia’s capital cities. Its skyline is dominated by the 1,271-
metre (4,170 ft) Mount Wellington, and its harbour forms the second-deepest 
natural port in the world, with much of the city’s waterfront consisting of 
reclaimed land. 

THE ANCIENT RECORDS OF DUBLIN 
117. GILBERT, John, T. Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin.                   
Illustrated with facsimiles of documents, charters, deeds, rolls, maps, 
etc. Nineteen volumes. Dublin: Dollard, 1889-1944. Quarter morocco 
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on pebbled cloth with the arms of Dublin in gilt on all covers. A near fine. Complete sets are 
exceedingly rare. €1,650 

  
Only the University of Sussex cited on COPAC with the complete set of 19 volumes. 
Sir John Gilbert, (1829-98), historian and antiquary, was Ireland’s greatest historical archivist. From an 
early age he was interested in the history and antiquities of his country, and when he published the 
‘History of the City of Dublin’ in 1861, he won the Cunningham Gold Medal, of the Royal Irish 
Academy. His appreciation of the importance of editing and publishing manuscript documents, and his 
attacks on the treatment of Irish historical documents led to the founding of the Irish Public Record 
Office in 1867. He was, with the general approval of the public, appointed Secretary, and retained this 
post until 1875, when it was abolished. 

 
Edited by Sir John Thomas Gilbert and Lady Gilbert and published by Dublin Corporation in 19 
volumes between 1889 and 1944 ‘The Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin’ is an invaluable 
resource to historians and genealogists. The Calendar contains transcripts and translations of 
documents from the city’s archives for the period 1171 to 1841. Vol. 19, published after a long delay, 
is very rare. 

118. GLEESON, Dermot F. Roscrea Town and Parish. A History of the Catholic Parish of 
Roscrea from the earliest times to the present day with some account of the territories of Uí 
Cairin and Eile Uí Cearbhaill. Introduction by Most Rev. Dr. Michael Fogarty, Lord Bishop of 
Killaloe. With illustrations and a folding map. List of subscribers. Dublin: At the Sign of the 
Three Candles, 1947. Demy octavo. First edition. pp. xii, 189. Stiff printed wrappers. A very 
good copy. Very scarce. €165  
119. GOGARTY, Oliver St. John, et al. Secret Springs of Dublin Song. Dublin: The Talbot 
Press. London: Fisher Unwin, 1918. Super royal octavo. First edition. pp. xi, 51. Printed by 
letterpress on fine handmade paper. Light brown cloth over bevelled boards, title in gilt on 
maroon morocco label inset on upper cover. Edition limited to 500 numbered copies (No. 467). 
Untrimmed. Light wear to extremities. A very good copy. Scarce. €275  
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The contributors to this book of parodies have never been fully elucidated. Gogarty certainly was one; 
others may include, Susan Mitchell, Lord Dunsany, Seumas O’Sullivan and George Russell (AE). 
Those parodied include virtually all the Irish poets of the time, notably W.B. Yeats. 
Gogarty began his literary life by sharing a tower in Sandymount with James Joyce, and featured 
thereafter in ‘Ulysses’ as the model for Buck Mulligan. His own writing never quite lived up to that 
connection, but his memoirs and the best of his poems remain significant and readable. 
Parodies of Yeats include The Wild Dog compares himself to a Swan and Michael Robartes to His 
Beloved, Telling Her How the Greatness of His Verse shall open to her the door of Heaven. Oliver St 
John Gogarty contributed some of the several verses parodying George Moore. Susan Langstaff 
Mitchell (1866-1926) was a friend of Yeats, O’Sullivan, and especially AE (George Russell), for whom 
she worked as an assistant for several years. 
Loosely inserted is a manuscript ‘Key’ in pencil listing the poets and their contribution. 

120. GREGORY, Lady. The Golden Apple. A Play for Kiltartan Children by Lady Gregory. 
Illustrated by Margaret Gregory. New York and London: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, The 
Knickerbocker Press, 1916. First American edition. Small quarto. pp. ix, 117, [4] (author’s list). 
Pictorial cloth. Owner’s signature on titlepage. A near fine copy in frayed  dust jacket, with 
partial loss to top margin. Scarce. €175  

Lady Gregory and W.B. Yeats are forever linked by their influence on the modern Irish theatre, as well 
as their love and inspiration for Kiltartan in County Galway. Lady Gregory wrote this story play in 
1913, the illustrations are by her daughter-in-law, Margaret Gregory. 

 
See items 120 & 122. 

121. GRIFFITH, Richard Jun. Esq. Geological and Mining Report of the Leinster Coal 
District. Dublin: Graiseberry & Campbell, 1814. pp. vii, 135. Original blue boards, spine 
rebacked. Name cut from dedication leaf. Wanting plates. A very good copy. Rare. €175  

Of the 12 copies listed on COPAC only 3 copies have plates. 

EDITION LIMITED TO 250 COPIES ONLY 
122. GRIMBLE, Augustus. The Salmon Rivers of Ireland. With fifty-five illustrations from 
photographs and two maps. Two volumes. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, 1903. Quarto. 
pp. (1) xv, 262, (2) xii, 272. Quarter vellum on grey papered boards, title printed on new paper 
labels on spine. Traces of very mild water staining. Edition limited to 250 copies. Top edge gilt. 
A superb set. Very scarce. €685  

Hampton’s Angling Bibliography (2008) p.125.  Bibliotheca Salmo Salar 44. 
Prepared with the benefit of a professional surveyor’s eye Augustus Grimble’s Salmon Rivers of 
Ireland  is of seminal importance to the study of both the nature and extent of the Irish inland salmon 
fisheries. Proprietors, historical catches, ghillies, tackle makers, and the extent of the major fisheries 
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are all discussed and given in order of province, together with opening seasons and the best methods of 
fishing. An important work issued at a time when the Irish salmon fisheries were at their zenith and 
before the decline subsequent to the introduction of hydro-electric schemes. The inserted publisher’s 
slip dated Nov. 1902 records the late publication: ‘due to the entire destruction by fire of the sheets, 
type, and blocks on the eve of publication in August’. Augustus Grimble (1840-1925),was the 
proprietor of a shooting and estate agency. 

123. GWYNN, Denis. The Life and Death of Roger Casement. London: Newnes, n.d. (c.1931). 
Demy octavo. pp. 320. Red cloth, titled in black. A very good copy in very rare pictorial dust 
jacket. €125  

“Worn out and distracted by the horrors of his brave service against cruelty, blinded to realities by a 
passion for his country and a quixotic ideal of patriotism, Casement remains none the less one of the 
noblest characters I have ever known, and I have known many noble.” H.W. Nevinson in the ‘New 
Statesman.’ 

 
See items 123, 124 & 125. 

124. GWYNN, Stephen. Highways and Byways in Donegal and Antrim. With illustrations by 
Hugh Thomson and a folding map. London: Macmillan and Co., 1903. Second edition. pp. xvi, 
319, 4 (publisher’s list). Blue cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and on spine. Mild foxing to 
endpapers. Top edge gilt. A very good copy. €45  
125. HALIDAY, William U. Úraicecht na Gaedhilge. A Grammar of the Gaelic Language. 
Dublin: Printed by John Barlow, 29, Bolton-Street, 1808. Large 12mo. First edition. pp. xv, [1], 
201, [(1 errata)], engraved table of Ogham alphabet between p.178 and 179. Contemporary full 
tree calf, spine professionally rebacked and divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title 
in gilt on red morocco label on the second, the remainder elaborately tooled in gilt. Wear to 
corners. Some light spotting to text. A near fine copy. Scarce. €375  

Bradshaw 2833 Gilbert 344 NSTC locates only 3 copies. 
William Haliday, scholar, was born c.1788. He studied Irish and produced this grammar when only 
nineteen years old. He was one of the founders of the Gaelic Society, and projected a translation of 
Keating’s ‘History of Ireland’ but only one volume appeared (1811). Haliday died in 1812 and is 
buried in Dundrum. 
Author’s introduction signed ‘E. O’C.’, i.e. ‘Edmund O’Connell’ (a pseudonym of William Haliday). 
Provenance: Glasgow College Library in early ink inscription to front pastedown. 

FINE SET OF THE BEST EDITION 
WITH NUMEROUS EXTRA PLATES AFTER BARTLETT & OTHERS 

126. HALL, Mr. & Mrs. S.C. Ireland: Its Scenery, and Character. With engraved title, 
numerous steel engravings, vignettes and maps of the counties in colour. A new edition. Three 
volumes. London: Hall, Virtue, n.d. (c.1850). pp. (1) xii, 436, [2], (2) viii, 468, (3) viii, 512, [18 
(coloured maps)]. Bound in contemporary full green morocco by J. Kelly, Binder, 15 Gower 
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Place, with their name in gilt on upper front turn-ins. Covers framed with double gilt and blind 
fillets; spines divided into six panels by five raised bands, title, author and volume number in gilt 
direct in the second and fourth, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design with 
Shamrock tool in centres; board edges and turn-ins ruled in gilt; comb-marbled endpapers; green 
silk markers. Top edge gilt. A fine attractive set with occasional mild foxing as usual. €650 

Anna Maria Hall (1800-1881), a native of 
Dublin, was brought to Wexford in 1806, 
where she lived and mixed a good deal with 
the country people until the age of fifteen, 
when she was taken to London by her mother. 
In 1824 she married Samuel Carter Hall (from 
Cork), who collaborated with her on this 
work. She wrote plays, sketches, short stories 
and novels and her works were immensely 
popular both in England and Ireland. 
This is one of the finest travel books written 
on Ireland, with numerous finely engraved 
illustrations and vignettes throughout the 
text. 
“At length we have a work upon Ireland 
which promises to be one of great 
usefulness and importance; written by those 
who are thoroughly conversant with this 
remarkable and all-engrossing country; and 
able to describe, with no common talent, the 
impressions made upon them, truthfully and 
independently. Mr. Hall possesses great 
abilities for his task; joined to practical 
experience, cultivated taste, and a large 
acquaintance with men and letters, he has 
had the additional advantage of a life passed 
in almost perpetual intercourse with Ireland 

and the gifted sons of Ireland. Mrs. Hall’s genius is widely known and appreciated: her quick 
perception, deep feeling, and dramatic power of expression, our readers are already acquainted with. 
She merits the highest praise as a moral writer; one who, in seeking to amuse her readers, never loses 
sight of the other duty of seeking their improvement and happiness. Her characters are well-delineated; 
her narrative never over-coloured, she relies upon the truth of her descriptions for maintaining her 
interest over us; she gives us actual and natural occurrences of life, forcibly felt, and by an original 
thinker” - Manchester Chronicle. 
The best edition with three engraved title pages and 609 wood and steel engraved plates and 
illustrations, [including 97 steel engraved plates and 19 engraved maps (18 coloured)]. This is one the 
nicest sets that we have had the pleasure in offering for sale. 
The bookbinder John Kelly of 15 Gower Place, Euston Square, London was established in 1830 and 
was in business at that address from 1836 - 1840. 

RARE FIRST EDITION WITH LARGE FOLDING PLATES 
127. HARDY, Philip Dixon. The Holy Wells of 
Ireland, containing an authentic account of those 
various places of Pilgrimage and Penance which 
are still annually visited by thousands of the 
Roman Catholic peasantry. With a minute 
description of the patterns and stations 
periodically held in various districts of Ireland. 
Dublin: Hardy, Wakeman and Curry. London: 
Groombridge. Edinburgh: Fraser, 1836. First 
edition. pp. viii, 66, [6 of 7 (leaves of plates (some 
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folding)]. Blue stitched wrappers, new upper wrapper. A very good copy. Extremely rare. €285  
COPAC locates 3 copies only. Not in McVeagh. 
Philip Dixon Hardy (1794-1875) Irish poet, bookseller, printer and publisher. He introduced the use of 
steam-powered printing presses in Ireland in 1833. 
He was educated at Trinity College, Dublin. He edited the Dublin Penny Journal from 1833. This 
newspaper was published between 1832 and 1836 and issued each Saturday, by J. S. Folds, George 
Petrie and Caesar Otway. He edited the Dublin Literary Gazette (later the National Magazine) and 
published a number of tour guides of different parts of the country. 

128. HAYWARD, Richard. This is Ireland: Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim & Roscommon. Illustrated 
with pencil drawings throughout by Raymond Piper. Map of the four counties on endpapers. 
London: Barker, 1955. Demy octavo. pp. 224. Printed grey cloth, titled in gilt, with the arms of 
Connaught blind-stamped on upper cover. A fine copy in original dust jacket with light wear to 
corners. In protective wrapper. €65  
129. HEALY, John. Historical Guide to Kells (Ceanannus Mor), County Meath. With map and 
illustrations. Dublin: Healy, 1930. Large post octavo. pp. 32. Stiff blue printed wrappers. A very 
good copy. Rare. €20  
130. HENRY VIII, King of England. Regis Angliae Henrici Huius Nominis Octaui Assertio 
Septem Sacramentorum aduersus Martin Lutherum. Lugduni [Lyon]: Guliel. Rouillium, 1561. 
Small quarto. pp. lxxxxvi, 195, [1], bb-nn4, a-z4, A4, B2 (collates in accordance with Morgan 
copy). Title within architectural border. “Pio lectori” verso of final leaf. Head-pieces; initials. 
Bound in contemporary limp Spanish vellum with later printer’s waste flyleaves and pastedowns 
in Spanish, title in ink along spine. Old signatures to titlepage, crossed out, blank margin at the 
foot of the title trimmed away, and an unfortunate trimming of the fore-edges of the first twenty-
five or so leaves; old water stain to top half of text that intensifies as it reaches the end. A good 
copy of an extremely rare book. €2,650 

COPAC locates 5 copies only. Graesse, III, p. 242; 
Morgan 175386. 
Henry VIII’s Defence of the Seven Sacraments 
is a theological treatise first published in 1521, 
written by King Henry VIII of England, 
allegedly with the assistance of Thomas More. 
The extent of More’s involvement with this 
project has been a point of contention since its 
publication. Henry’s book, written in Latin, 
offers an argument strongly in favour of 
traditional medieval doctrine, and excoriates 
Luther for his ‘impertinent calumnies’. Given 
Henry’s later career, the book is also notable for 
its defence of papal authority and the 
indissolubility of marriage. 
Henry started to write it in 1519 while he was 
reading Martin Luther’s attack on indulgences. 
By June of that year, he had shown it to Thomas 
Wolsey, but it remained private until three years 
later, when the earlier manuscript became the 
first two chapters of the Assertio, the rest 
consisting of new material relating to Luther’s 
De Captivitate Babylonica. 
J. J. Scarisbrick describes the work as “one of 
the most successful pieces of Catholic polemics 
produced by the first generation of anti-
Protestant writers.”  It went through some 
twenty editions in the sixteenth century and, as 
early as 1522, had appeared in two different 
German translations. 
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The fervour with which this reply was written can be seen in the strong language used. The book 
finishes with exhorting readers not to be influenced by heretics like Luther. 
“Do not listen to the Insults and Detractions against the Vicar of Christ which the Fury of the little 
Monk spews up against the Pope; nor contaminate Breasts sacred to Christ with impious Heresies, for 
if one sews these he has no Charity, swells with vain Glory, loses his Reason, and burns with Envy. 
Finally with what Feelings they would stand together against the Turks, against the Saracens, against 
anything Infidel anywhere, with the same Feelings they should stand together against this one little 
Monk weak in Strength, but in Temper more harmful than all Turks, all Saracens, all Infidels 
anywhere.” 
The Church was grateful for the English support and on 11th October 1521, Henry VIII received and 
accepted the title of Fidei Defensor, or Defender of the Faith (the Faith being Catholicism), the bull 
signed by Pope Leo X and his Cardinals. 
Luther’s reply to the Assertio (Against Henry, King of the English) was, in turn, replied to by Thomas 
More, who was one of the leaders of the Catholic humanist party in England (Responsio ad Lutherum). 

131. HERBERT, Máire. Iona, Kells and Derry: The History and Hagiography of the Monastic 
Familia of Columba. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988. Demy octavo. First edition. pp. xiii, [1], 
327. Blue buckram, titled in gilt. A fine copy in pictorial dust jacket. €385  

This is a study of the history and documentary records of one of Ireland’s most important early 
monastic communities, the familia of St Columba (Colum Cille) between the sixth and twelfth 
centuries. The federation of Columban monasteries left three major hagiographical works - the Vita 
Columbae of Adomnan, the Life of Adomnan, and an Irish Life of Colum Cille. The conventional 
literary settings in which the Columban texts are presented has tended to obscure the valuable 
information they contain about the circumstances and prevailing attitudes of the time. Approaching the 
texts from three points of view, historical, linguistic, and literary, Dr Herbert makes clear how the 
hagiography reflected, and responded to, significant events. 
 

 
See items 131 & 132. 

WITH A CHAPTER ON BOOKBINDING IN IRELAND BY COLM O LOCHLAINN 
132. HIGGINS, F.R. Ed. by. Progress in Irish Printing. Foreword by F.R. Higgins. With 
numerous illustrations (some coloured). Dublin: Alexander Thom, 1936. Large Quarto. pp. 2-
143. Printed in green, red and black. Pictorial stiff wrappers. Repair to spine. A very good copy. 
Very scarce. €375  

The contents include: The origin of printing in Ireland by Gerard Carr; The Development of Printing 
Machinery by E. Gurd; Paper making in Ireland by H. Ewan; Advances in the making of Printed Inks 
by J.D. Cohen; Gaelic script and modern Type by Colm O Lochlainn; A century of colour Printing by 
T.A.F. Sexton; Photo engraving in Ireland by J.B. Aiken; Bookbinding in Ireland by Colm O 
Lochlainn; Famous Irish printing House (Thom) by Albert ffrench. 
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Alexander Thom established a thriving printing business in Dublin in the middle of the nineteenth-
century and at one time his firm employed over seven hundred persons in factories covering over six 
acres. His father, Walter Thom a journalist, originally from Scotland, edited and published the famous 
“Dublin Journal” from 1813 until he died in 1824. 
Their premises in Abbey Street was completely destroyed during the Easter Rebellion. Not an item of 
the firm’s plant, stock, records or books was left. But, with true grit and determination the firm rose 
again, symbolically their monogram shows the Phoenix arising from its ashes. 

133. [HI-REGAN] How and Where to Fish in Ireland. A hand-guide for anglers. With 
illustrations and folding coloured map of Ireland. London: Sampson, 1892. Crown octavo. Fifth 
edition. pp. viii, 175. Publisher’s green, white and orange cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and 
spine. Stamp of Foyle’s Booksellers on front pastedown. A very good copy. Scarce. €95  

The author John Joseph Dunne was governor of Castlebar Gaol. There are interesting trade adverts at 
front and rear. 

134. HORE, Philip Herbert. History of the Town and County of Wexford. Dunbrody Abbey, 
The Great Island, Ballyhack; Tintern Abbey, Rosegarland and Clonmines; Duncannon Fort, 
Kilclogan or Templetown, Fethard, Houseland, Porters Gate, Loftus Hall, Galgystown, Hook 
(including Churchtown), Slade, Baginbun, and Bannow; The Town of Wexford, with a chapter 
on Taghmon, and a short Notice of Harperstown, the ancient seat of the Hore family; The Town, 
Castle, and Cathedral Church of Ferns, Enniscorthy, Gorey and Newtownbarry, and the Northern 
Part of the County; Old and New Ross. From Ancient Records and State Papers in the British 
Museum and the Public Record Offices of London and Dublin, with translations of the 
Rawlinson Ms. in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, as regards Dunbrody. With map and 
illustrations. Six volumes. Dublin: Published by W.A. Hennessy, 1979. Second edition. Quarto. 
Dark green arlen, titles in gilt on spines. A fine set of the very scarce second edition. €750 

 
135. HYDE, Douglas [An Craoibhín Aoibhinn] Ubhla de’n Chraoibh. Dánta agus Abhráin, leis 
an gCraoibhín Aoibhinn. Baile Atha Cliath: Foillsighthe Gill agus a Mhac, 1900. Post octavo. pp. 
v, 54, [1]. Grey wrappers, title in red on upper cover with gilt floral decoration. Repair to spine. 
A very good copy of a very rare tract. €275  

O’Hegarty 16. 
Douglas Hyde (1860-1949), a descendant of a Protestant Anglo-Irish planter family, did much to 
further the causes of the Irish language and Irish nationalism. His work established him as a formidable 
leader of Irish opinion and he is regarded as a moving spirit behind the Irish intellectual revolution of 
the early twentieth century. 
‘Ubhla de’n Chraoibh’ is probably the first book of modern poetry published in the Irish language. 
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See items 135 & 136. 

SIGNED PRESENTATION COPY 
136. HYDE, Douglas. Songs of St. Columcille. Cover design by [his daughter] Una Hyde (Mrs 
Sealy). Dublin: Printed at the Talbot Press, 1942. First edition. pp. 28. Pictorial brown wrappers 
with flaps. Signed in Irish by Douglas Hyde, dated Nodlaig, 1942. Spine professionally 
strengthened. Housed in a solander box with illustration of a swan inset on upper cover. In very 
good condition. Scarce. €465  

FINE IRISH BINDING 
‘PROTECT THE ARTS & MANUFACTURES OF HIBERNIA’ 

137. [IRISH BINDING] Magee’s Memorandum Book: For the Year 1787. The Souvenir. 
Dedicated to the Ladies of Ireland by Their Obedient Servant J. Magee. Contents: Almanac, 
Term Table, Births of the Royal Family, Lords of Parliament and Peers of Ireland, Peeresses, 
Officers of House of Peers, House of Commons ... Knights of St. Patrick, Chancery, King’s 
Bench, ... Ecclesiastical Establishment, Field Officers of Army, Sheriffs and City Officers ... 
Stage Coaches, Marketing Tables, English and Irish Exchange, A List of Private Sedan Chairs, 
Subscribers to the Rotunda New Rooms.  of Coin … Rates of Carriages in Dublin … And Post 
Towns of Ireland. Dublin: John Magee, 1787. 32mo. Engraved titlepage. Slipcase bound in full 
red morocco, upper and lower covers with green morocco rectangular onlay with floral and 
chain-link rolls, surrounded by gilt dog-tooth rolls; centre panel decorated in gilt with an urn, 
pointelles stars, stems, leaves and several doves. Sides framed by gilt fillets and dog-tooth roll 
with centre hatched in gilt. Surface wear to small areas of slipcase; professional tissue repair on 
old worm damage to some blank pages and titlepage of the Memorandum Book. We have not 
identified any of the tools in the Craig or McDonnell & Healy books, although the Urn is close to 
Mackenzie 51; and the Dove to Hallhead 27a. Presumably the Magee shop had their own tools. A 
very attractive and rare Irish binding. €4,950  
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With beautiful engravings at head of the monthly entries: The Phoenix Lodge; Leinster House - Duke 
of Leinster; Marino - Earl of Charlemont; Rathfarnham - Lord Loftus; Sans Souci - Earl of 
Lanesborough; Curraghmore - Earl Tyrone; Mount Neptune - Lord Earlsfort; Palmerstown - Secretary 
of State; Castletown - Rt. Hon. T. Conolly; Kilkenny Castle - Col. Butler; Woodlawn - Rt. Hon. 
Theophilus Clements; Heywood - T. French, Esq. 
Manuscript entry on one page records the death of [Laurence] Stern; The first stone of the Royal 
Exchange, Cork Hill was laid the 1st August, 1769. 
John Magee, (c.1750-1809), journalist and bookseller, was born in Belfast, son of James Magee, 
bookseller. His brother William Magee also became a bookseller in Belfast, but John moved to Dublin, 
where by 1776 he had a lottery office (Magee & Hope) on Ormond Quay. In 1777 he established 
Magee’s ‘Weekly Packet’ and in late 1778 the ‘Dublin Evening Post’, both “opposition” newspapers. 
A Patriot sympathiser, Magee criticised and lampooned the Dublin Castle administration and its 
employees. His papers joined the Patriot campaign for economic and political reform, which forced the 
crown to concede Irish legislative independence (albeit for an exclusively protestant parliament) in 
1782. However, as Magee also berated those Patriots who appeared motivated by self-interest, he was 
feared as a maverick who might turn on friend and foe alike. He married in 1777 Jane, daughter of 
James Stevenson, bookbinder, and step-daughter of William Gilbert, bookseller. They had two sons, 
John and James. Jane’s brother, James Stevenson junior (d.1789), was Magee’s business partner for 
some years until his death. 

      
Magee’s publications depended on circulation, although he also published a Miniature Almanack 
throughout the 1780s and sold stationery. In March 1789 Magee’s brother-in-law and partner James 
Stephenson died, and in that month, owing to his newspaper war with the pro-government ‘Freeman’s 
Journal’, Magee became the object of a celebrated case that exposed corruption in judiciary and high 
society. He published claims of low birth, gambling offences, and past conviction of fraud against the 
‘Freeman’s’ proprietor, Francis Higgins, who was now a JP, and a member of the city commons (and 
on whom the judge in an earlier trial had conferred the uncomplimentary sobriquet of ‘Sham Squire’). 
Magee also derided Higgins’s friend, the chief justice John Scott among others. Magee was arrested, 
imprisoned on failure to pay an arbitrary fiat (order) of £7,800 bail and subsequently tried on 3 July 
1789. Scott, newly created Viscount Clonmell, happened to be the trial judge who heard most press 
cases, and was determined to convict Magee, who had no counsel and remained in prison until his 
lordship was persuaded by court members to relent. This arbitrary treatment appeared highly unfair if 
not unconstitutional to some of the trial lawyers and to the whig opposition in parliament. Magee thus 
used this opportunity to protest at his experience, and then requested to be reincarcerated. He was  
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convicted of publishing libel (even though Higgins admitted in part to the allegations) and released to 
await sentence. He refused financial assistance and continued to attack both Higgins and Clonmell in 
the ‘Evening Post’. 
On 30 July 1789 one of Magee’s original targets, Thomas Brennan of the ‘Freeman’s Journal’, 
personally ransacked his house at 41 College Green but was acquitted. Magee, in a fit of revenge, 
advertised a festival for 1 August (Lammas day, which celebrates St Peter’s deliverance from prison) 
next to Clonmell’s suburban home at Neptune House, Temple Hill, Blackrock, with free alcohol and a 
‘grand olympic pig hunt’ for all. The chaotic jamboree terrified Clonmell (thinking it was a rebellion), 
damaged his renowned gardens, and encouraged Magee to declare a further mass gathering for 
September. He was arrested 3 September, sent to Newgate and released 31 October on a further fiat of 
£4,000 bail. On 3 October his brother William tried in vain to have him declared lunatic for the sake of 
his children. John was reimprisoned twice in November-December 1789 pending resolution of his 
terms of bail, and in February 1790 received six months more in gaol and a further fine of £50 for 
contempt of court. 
Ultimately (aided by his counsel, who refused to let the case lie), Magee was vindicated by the 
publicity and consequences of goading Higgins and Clonmell respectively to charge and arbitrarily 
convict him with outrageous fines and irregular imprisonment: Higgins, exposed as a fraud and 
gambling manager, was removed from the commission of the peace in 1793. The courts were 
compelled to curb gambling or be seen to try, and Clonmell was damaged in reputation, having applied 
the law at his whim. The entire administration of government was open to the kind of accusations 
which in France had started a revolution. The decision of the exhausted and barely solvent Magee to 
call off his crusade may have eased public anger, but the Whigs and municipal radicals, notably James 
Napper Tandy, were boosted by the political embarrassment of Dublin Castle, and the Dublin Society 
of United Irishmen published in Magee’s paper in the early 1790s. 
Magee subsequently succumbed to mental illness, leaving active control of the ‘Evening Post’ to his 
stepfather-in-law William Gilbert in 1797. Gilbert was then gaoled and fined by Clonmell for falsely 
reporting parliamentary business; revenge on Magee by proxy. The paper became so cautious that it 
supported the administration throughout the 1798 rebellion and after, but opposed the Union (1801). 
Although edited by H. B. Code (apparently in receipt of secret service payments) in 1801-3, the 
Evening Post remained in family ownership and then passed (with Gilbert’s aid until c.1810) to 
Magee’s eldest son John junior, no less a controversialist than his father, who died in November 1809. 
Maurice Craig in his pioneering work on Irish bindings states: “The commonest Irish bindings are 
Prayer-books of the 1750’ s, 1760’s and 1770’s, or almanacks of the 1770’s, 1780’s and 1790’s, of 
lozenge-inlay type. It is convenient to use the term ‘ inlay’, though in fact it seems that no Irish 
example of a true inlay is known. Strictly, they are all ‘overlays’. At least three-quarters of the white or 
cream examples are of paper. There is no correlation whatever between the richness of the binding and 
the use of leather in preference to paper. The Royal set of the Statutes, for example, has them in paper, 
while the Rothschild-National Library set, done for some (inevitably) less exalted personage, has them 
in leather. In the very finest of the Parliamentary bindings they are usually of paper, as appears from 
the fact that the wire and chain-lines emerge clearly in the rubbings, and can even be seen in the 
photographs”. 

AN IRISH BINDING  
FROM THE BROXBOURNE LIBRARY? 

138. [IRISH BINDING?] A finely bound collection of 14 mounted portrait prints (circa 1830s), 
housed in a stunning, richly tooled red morocco binding (circa 1780s ?). Octavo. Fourteen 
portrait prints, variously mezzotint, engraved and stipple engraved. Sumptuously bound in richly 
gilt-tooled contemporary red morocco, covers with a wide gilt roll enclosing a central lozenge, 
featuring crowns, drawer handles and a floral devices. Marbled endpapers. All edges gilt. A very 
nice crisp copy. Portraits all trimmed and mounted. With a Victorian New Year greeting card and 
the diamond-shaped bookplate of the Broxbourne Library affixed to front endpapers. Inscribed 
by Alfred Ehrman to his son; ‘To John with Love D [i.e. Dad], 16 x. 68’, beneath a tentative 
attribution ‘Irish Binding? A.E.’  €7,500  

A finely bound collection of portraits, from the Broxbourne Library of English industrial diamond-
trader and bibliophile Alfred Ehrman (1890-1969), presented to his son John Ehrman (1920-2011), 
English historian, university professor and book collector. English naval officer, historian, bibliophile 
and biographer of ‘The Younger Pitt’. 
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Most of the portraits included in this volume are all identified and captioned:  F. Bartolozzi; The Prince 
of Wales; 1791, Duchess of Cumberland, 1790; Honble. Charles James Fox 1780; The Rt. Honble. 
William Pitt; Louis XVI;  Marie Antoinette; Miss Gunning; Hugh Henry Seymour 2nd Son of Lord 
Hugh Seymour; Caroline Ponsonby; Mrs Damer and Lady Anna Maria Stanhope. 
Elizabeth Hamilton Campbell, Duchess of Argyll & 1st Baroness Hamilton of Hameldon (née 
Gunning; c. 1733-1790) was a celebrated Irish belle, lady-in-waiting and society hostess. Born in 
Hemingford Grey, Huntingdonshire, she was the daughter of John Gunning of Castle Coote, County 
Roscommon and his wife, the Hon. Bridget Bourke, daughter of Theobald Bourke, (1681-1741), 6th 
Viscount Mayo. Elizabeth’s elder sister was Maria Gunning. 
Lady Caroline Lamb (née Ponsonby; 1785-1828) was an Anglo-Irish aristocrat and novelist, best 
known for ‘Glenarvon, a Gothic novel’. She had an affair with Lord Byron in 1812, for whom she 
coined the phrase “mad, bad, and dangerous to know”. Her husband was The Hon. William Lamb, who 
after her death became Prime Minister. She was the only daughter of Frederick Ponsonby, 3rd Earl of 
Bessborough, an Anglo-Irish peer, and Henrietta, Countess of Bessborough. She was known as the 
Honourable Caroline Ponsonby until her father succeeded to the earldom in 1793. She was related to 
other leading society ladies, being the niece of Georgiana Cavendish, Duchess of Devonshire, and 
cousin (by marriage) of Annabella, Lady Byron. She was related to Sarah Ponsonby, one half of the 
Ladies of Llangollen. 

139. [IRISH BRIGADE] Fontenoy. “Revenge! Remember Limerick. - Dash down the 
Sassenagh.” Coloured lithograph. Dublin: Printed by Tomsohn & Wogan for Supplement to the 
Christmas Number of the ‘Shamrock’ 1886. Signed lower left-hand corner J.D. Reigh, 1886. 
Mounted and in protective mylar. 51 x 38cm. In very good condition.  €350  

The Battle of Fontenoy, 11 May 1745, was a major engagement of the War of the Austrian Succession, 
fought between the forces of the Pragmatic Allies – comprising mainly Dutch, British, and Hanoverian 
troops under the command of the Duke of Cumberland (The Butcher of Culloden) - and a French army 
under Maurice de Saxe, commander of King Louis XV’s forces in the Low Countries. 
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The battle is notable for several reasons. It was one of the most important in the war, and for the French 
a famous victory and the masterpiece of Marshal Saxe; the French Monarch Louis XV and his son the 
Dauphin were present on the field. Napoleon I later declared that the victory at Fontenoy prolonged the 
Ancien Régime monarchy in France by 30 years. 
Irish regiments served in the War of the Austrian Succession, Seven Years’ War, both in Europe and 
India, and during the American War of Independence, though by the 1740s the number of Irishmen 
serving in the regiments had begun to markedly decline. The five regiments were increased to six 
during the War of the Austrian Succession, the sixth being Lally’s, initially created by the Comte de 
Lally -Tollendal through drafts from the original five. Each regiment had a strength of one battalion of 
685 men and Fitz James’ cavalry regiment counted 240 men. The charge of the Irish Brigade against 
the massive Anglo-Hanoverian infantry is legendary. They attacked the right flank of the British 
column suffering some 500 casualties while capturing the two colours from the Coldstream Guards and 
fifteen cannon. Some officers of the Irish Brigade are believed to have cried out Cuimhnígí ar 
Luimneach agus ar fheall na Sasanach! (“ Remember Limerick and Saxon perfidy”)  at the battle of 
Fontenoy in 1745. Over the course of one hundred years new recruits were brought into the brigade 
mostly from the Irish speaking regions of West Munster, the homeland of, among other the O’Connell 
family. Daniel O’Connell’s uncle was the last Colonel of the French Irish Brigade. According to 
official French Army regulations, officers of the Irish Brigade regiments had to be Irish, half of which 
had to be born in Ireland and the other half born of Irish parents in France. 
John Dooley Reigh (1851-1914) was an Irish cartoonist whose work generally supported Irish 
nationalism. He first emerged as an artist in his native Dublin and his cartoons were usually signed J.D. 
Reigh. His work coincided with and celebrated the success of the Irish Parliamentary Party under 
Charles Stewart Parnell. Reigh’s drawings were published in weekly magazines such as the 
‘Shamrock’, ‘Zoz’, ‘United Ireland’ and ‘The Nation’, and were also sold individually as prints. 

140. [IRISH FLAG] An Bhratach Náisiúnta. (The National Flag of Ireland). Baile Átha Cliath: 
Stationery Office, 1953. pp. 16. Pictorial stapled wrappers. Neat stamp of Augustinians 
Ballyboden. A fine copy. €30  

Text in Irish and English. 

PASSED BY THE PRESS CENSOR 
141. [IRISH REBELLION] A Record of the Irish Rebellion of 1916. With illustrations, 
including portraits, facsimiles and maps. Dublin: Office of “Irish Life”, n.d. [1916]. Folio. pp. 
[vi], 56, [iv]. Pictorial wrappers. A near fine copy. Rare. €145  
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See items 140 & 141. 

142. [IRISH ART] Irish Art Handbook. Architecture, Literature, Sculpture, Painting, Drama, 
Poetry, Music. With a supplement on Art Galleries, Schools of Art, Scholarships, Prizes and 
summary of useful information. Illustrated. Dublin: Cahill, 1943. Large post octavo. pp. 164. 
Printed wrappers. Covers browned. Repair to spine. A very good copy. €85  

The contents include: Irish Sculpture by Arthur Power; An Approach to Painting by Mainie Jellett; 
Reflections by Sean Keating; Jack B Yeats by Rupert Strong; Singing by Joseph O’Neill; Music in 
Munster by Aloys Fleischmann; Stained Glass by William J. Dowling; Irish Drama To-Day by Lord 
Longford; We Start a Theatre by Micheál Mac Liammóir, etc. 

T.K. WHITAKER’S COPY 
143. [IRISH CONSTITUTION] Bunreacht na hEireann. The Constitution of Ireland. Dublin: 
Stationery Office, n.d. pp. v, 214. Foolscap octavo. Faded blue stiff wrappers. Signature of T.K. 
Whitaker on front cover. A very good copy. €125  

In May, 1935 Eamon De Valera instructed John J. Hearn, the Law Officer of the Department of 
External Affairs, to prepare the heads of a new constitution to replace that of the 1922 Free State 
Constitution. In preparing the various drafts, he conferred with the leaders of the various religious 
denominations. Under the Constitution, the new title of the state became Eire (Article 4). It affirmed 
the unity of the country, stating that “the national territory consists of the whole island of Ireland, its 
islands and the territorial seas” (rescinded by the Good Friday Agreement). 
The Irish Constitution, which was published on 1 May 1937, met with a hostile reaction from the 
British press, but did not unduly disturb their government. It was approved by the Dail on 14 June and 
submitted to the people of Ireland in a referendum held on 1 July, the same day as the general election. 
The result was a massive majority for both the referendum and Fianna Fail. 
Provenance: From the library of T.K. Whitaker. Thomas Kenneth Whitaker (1916-2017) Irish 
economist, politician, diplomat and civil servant who served as the Governor of the Central Bank of 
Ireland from 1969 to 1976 and a Senator from 1977 to 1982, upon being nominated by the Taoiseach. 
He is credited with a pivotal role in the economic development of Ireland. 

HENRY GASCOIGNE’S COPY 
SECRETARY TO THE DUKE OF ORMONDE 

144. JAMES I, King of England. The Workes of the Most High and Mightie Prince, Iames by 
the Grace of God, King of Great Britaine, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c : 
Published by Iames, Bishop of Winton, and Deane of his Maiesties Chappel Royall. London: 
Printed by Robert Barker and Iohn Bill, Printers to the Kings Most Excellent Maiestie, anno 
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1616. Folio. pp. [44], 569, [1]. Contemporary full  calf, covers bordered with a single gilt rule, 
enclosing a central gilt oval with a strap-work design. Spine and corners professionally repaired. 
From the library of Henry Gascoigne, Secretary to James Butler, Duke of Ormonde, with his 
signature on half title, dedication leaf and final page. Paper repair to titlepage, some old staining. 
A very good copy. €1,250 

 
Our copy collates with the BL and Cambridge copies. Preliminaries: Half-title: A Collection of His 
Maiesties workes, with portrait of James on verso, engraved titlepage (dated 1616), letter-press 
titlepage, full-page woodcut of royal arms, dedication to Prince Charles, with his portrait at head. 
With an additional titlepage, engraved, signed: Renold Elstrack sculpsit. Colophon: Imprinted at 
London by Robert Barker, and Iohn Bill, printers to the Kings most excellent Maiestie. Anno dom. 
1616. Cum Priuilegio. Woodcut historiated initials, head and tail pieces. Text within ruled frames. 
Henry Gascoigne was private secretary to James Butler, First Duke of Ormonde and in his employment 
from 1664. He held the posts of Chief Chamberlain of Exchequer, Clerk of Hanaper and of Crown, and 
Keeper of Records in Ireland. In 1674 he was granted lands in counties Tipperary and Limerick. His 
position as private secretary required considerable travel, and in 1682 the Gascoignes moved to London 
where they accompanied Ormonde. After the latter’s death in 1688, he remained on as private secretary 
to the Second Duke until 1693. Gascoigne was also Chancellor to the University of Oxford. 

145. JOYCE, James. Death Mask. Bronze, on wooden wall mount with brass plate. One of 10 
made in Dublin in the 1990s. Probably a copy of the original castings, with slight imperfection in 
detail.  €850 

The mask is a copy of the original made by Swiss artist, Paul Speck 
shortly after the death of the famous author in 1941.  
In the early hours of January 13, 1941 James Joyce died in a Swiss 
hospital. His wife Nora, son Giorgio, and friend Carola Giedion-
Welcker rushed to his bedside, but arrived moments too late. 
Perhaps as a means of assuaging their grief, Giedion-Welcker 
suggested to Nora Joyce that a death mask be made of her husband. 
Nora consented and the sculptor Paul Speck was commissioned by 
Giedion-Welker. Speck made two plaster negatives of Joyce’s 
visage either later in the day on the 13th or the following day. 

146. JOYCE, James. Ulysses. Edited with a Preface by Danis 
Rose. Introduction by John Banville. Dublin: The Lilliput 
Press, 1997. The first edition of this title produced in Ireland. 
Royal octavo. pp. lxxxiii, [1], 739, [2]. Blue cloth, title in gilt 
on black panel on spine. Limited to 1000 numbered copies. 
Copy No. 735. A fine copy in a fine slipcase.                   €650  

This is the first printing of Joyce’s masterpiece to be published in 
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Ireland - 75 years after its initial publication. Generally recognized as the most important twentieth 
century novel in English, Joyce’s chronicle of Leopold Bloom’s odyssey through Dublin excited much 
controversy upon publication in 1922 and was for years a target of censorship, especially in Ireland, 
England and the U.S. The present edition also met with some animosity when it was discovered that the 
editor, prominent Joyce scholar Danis Rose, used some language from the original manuscripts without 
permission from Joyce’s estate. A lawsuit for copyright infringement was issued, and this work 
subsequently became known as the “Illegal Edition.” Despite the unpleasant dispute, Rose’s “Ulysses” 
was lauded for its readability, and was described by the Irish Times as “a landmark edition for first-
time readers and life-time fans. 

147. JOYCE, P.W. A Short History of Ireland from the earliest times to 1608. With a folding  
coloured map of Ireland, with paper repair. London: Longmans, Green, & Co., 1904. Crown 
octavo. Third edition. pp. vii, [1], 565, 48 (catalogue). Green cloth, blind-stamped cloth, title in 
gilt on spine. Newspaper cuttings with historical articles loosely inserted. A good copy. €65  

The chapters included are: Manners, Customs, and Institutions; Ireland under Native Rulers; The 
Period of the Invasion; The Period of Insurrection, Confiscation and Plantation. They are 
comprehensive and accurate, and set forth in language simple, clear and readable. Nobody who wishes 
to know the truth, can afford to be without this work, for it is a faithful mirror of Ireland. 

148. JOYCE, P.W. A Child’s History of Ireland. Coloured frontispiece from The Book of 
MacDurnan. With numerous illustrations and folding map of Ireland. London: Longmans and 
Dublin: Gill, 1903. Foolscap octavo. pp. xvi, 508, 4 (publisher’s list). Green cloth with gilt Celtic 
designs and titles. Presentation inscription from the Bibliographer John S. Crone on front free 
endpaper. New front endpaper. A very good copy. €85  

P.W. Joyce followed in the footsteps of Bunting and Petrie, of O’Donovan and O’Curry, reaching, 
however, a larger public than any of these four had reached, for the fields he laboured in were more 
numerous and, as well as that, he principally wrote not for scholars but for the ordinary people of 
Ireland, people such as he had known in that lovely and never-forgotten countryside round about 
Glenosheen. 

  
See items 148 & 149. 

149. JOYCE, P.W. A Social History of Ancient Ireland. Treating of The Government, Military 
System, and Law; Religion, Learning, and Art; Trades, Industries, and Commerce; Manners, 
Customs, and Domestic Life, of the Ancient Irish People. With 525 illustrations and one coloured 
plate. Two volumes. Dublin: Gill, 1913. Second edition. pp. (1) xxiii, [1], 632, (2) xi, 651. Green 
cloth with gilt-stamped Celtic design on upper cover, title in gilt on spine. Top edge gilt. A very 
good copy. €165  

This is a monumental work. Since the days of O’Donovan and O’Curry no contribution of such scope 
and importance has been made to Irish historical scholarship. It is the fruits of eight years’ congenial 
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labour, and no man in Ireland was better qualified for the work than P.W. Joyce. In the preface Dr. 
Joyce says: “In this book an attempt is made to picture society, in all its phases, as it existed in Ireland 
before the Anglo-Norman Invasion, and to accomplish this work every authentic source of information 
within my reach has been turned to account ... Following trustworthy authorities, I have tried to present 
here a true picture of ancient Irish life, neither over-praising nor depreciating. I have not magnified 
what was worthy of commendation, nor suppressed, nor unwarrantably toned down, features that told 
unfavourably for the people; for though I love the honour of Ireland well, I love truth better.” 

IRISH BINDING 
MONCK MOONSHINE’S COPY 

150. [JUVENALIS] Decii Junii Juvenalis et Auli Persii Flacci Satyræ, Ad Optimorum 
Exemplarium fidem Recensitæ. Engraved frontispiece. Dublin: George Grierson, 1728. 12mo. 
[2], xiv, [6], 120 [i.e.132]. Title printed in red and black, woodcut head and tail-pieces. 
Contemporary Irish binding of red morocco, covers framed by a single gilt  fillet and an 
arabesque roll enclosing in the centre the badge of Trinity College, Dublin. Spine divided into 
five panels by four gilt raised bands, title in gilt on olive green morocco letterpiece in the second, 
the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design with some unusual tools. As with other 
morocco bound volumes commissioned for presentation by Trinity College this volume displays 
at least one feature of the ‘Worth Binder’ (RII, p.281, McDonnell & Healy, Gold-tooled 
bookbindings commissioned by Trinity College Dublin in the Eighteenth Century). Given the use 
of the fourth iteration of the College’s armorial supra-libros (1744), and the understanding that 
the binding shop that produced work for Sir Edward Worth ‘underwent a change’ in 1733, we 
can only assume that the earlier roll was reused by a fellow Dublin binder. Comb-marbled 
endpapers; pale blue silk marker. Trinity College prize label awarded to John Monck Mason on 
front pastedown. Signature of John Radcliffe, T.C.D., on front free endpaper. A small section 
torn away from fore-margin, affecting a few letters, library stamp and ink writing to verso of 
title, occasional light foxing. All edges gilt. A very good and attractive copy. €1,650  
151. KAVANAGH, Julia. French Women of Letters: Biographical Sketches. Two volumes. 
London: Hurst and Blackett, 1862. Crown octavo. pp. (1) x, 326, (2) iv, 319. Contemporary half 
morocco on marbled boards, titled in gilt. Presentation inscription on titlepages. Spines 
professionally rebacked. Top edges gilt. A very good set. €365  

Julia Kavanagh (1824-77), novelist, short-story writer, and biographer, was born in 1824 in Thurles, 
County Tipperary, the only child of Bridget Fitzpatrick  and Morgan Peter Kavanagh, writer and 
philologist. She spent much of her childhood in Normandy and Paris (an experience that would later 
prove crucial to the settings and success of her fiction), while her father produced poorly received 
novels such as ‘The Wanderings of Lucan’ and ‘Dinah: A Romance’ (1824) and a much-ridiculed 
philological work, ‘Discovery of the Science of Language’ (1844). He was seemingly a difficult and 
eccentric man, and the family broke up permanently in 1844 when Julia Kavanagh and her mother 
moved to London. 
She turned to writing as a means of support, initially producing fiction for children (such as ‘The Three 
Paths’, 1848) before finding her métier as a prolific writer of romantic novels and stories. Her fiction, 
which frequently drew on her first-hand knowledge of French life, was very successful and secured her 
a loyal following among young women. She corresponded for several years with Charlotte Brontë, with 
whom she enjoyed a mutually influential friendship. While her own work was indebted to ‘Jane Eyre’ 
(1847), Brontë’s novel ‘Villette’ (1853) probably owes its storyline and setting to Kavanagh’s critically 
and commercially successful novel ‘Nathalie’ (1850).  
Though Kavanagh’s contemporaries praised her refined, ‘ladylike’ literary style and high moral tone, 
her fiction is populated with resolute and independent female characters. She became increasingly 
preoccupied with the position of women in society and what she regarded as their deliberate effacement 
in male-authored histories, themes articulated in her well-received biographical works: ‘Women in 
France during the Eighteenth Century’ (1850), ‘Women of Christianity’ (1852), ‘French Women of 
Letters’ (1862), and ‘English Women of Letters’ (1862). A devout catholic, her faith often influenced 
both her biographical and fictional writing. Throughout her life she travelled between England and 
Europe. She evidently maintained a close interest in Irish affairs: in a letter to Charles Gavan Duffy she 
offered to write for the revived ‘Nation’, describing herself as ‘Irish by origin, birth and feeling, though 
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not by education; but if I have lived far from Ireland she has still been as the faith and religion of my 
youth’ (Duffy, ii,12). Duffy later recalled meeting her at a reception in London in 1855, remarking that 
she was ‘very much at home in Irish subjects and ...learning Gaelic.’ Kavanagh’s own proposed Irish 
literary projects did not succeed with the London publishers. In the later 1850s her reputation suffered 
somewhat from an acrimonious dispute with her father, who attempted to capitalise on her success. 
Kavanagh never married, and was a lifelong companion to her invalid mother, with whom she 
collaborated on a collection of fairy stories, ‘The Pearl Fountain’ (1876). They finally settled in Nice, 
where Kavanagh died suddenly, after a fall at home, 28 October 1877. She was buried in the catholic 
cemetery at Nice. Her final work, ‘Forget-me-nots’, a series of connected tales, was published 
posthumously in 1878. 

152. KAVANAGH, Patrick. A Soul For Sale. Poems. London: Macmillan, 1947. Demy octavo. 
First edition. pp. vi, 55. First edition. Green cloth, title in gilt along spine. Lightly frayed dust 
jacket with minor spotting to endpapers. A very good copy. €285  

In this, his second collection of poems, Kavanagh takes his themes from the life about him in his native 
land, or from her tragic past, treating them sometimes in the mood of the mystic, sometimes with a 
sharp realism. His portrait of an old Irish peasant in the famous poem, ‘The Great Hunger’, shows his 
qualities as a writer of marked power and insight. 
“Clay is the word and clay is the flesh 
Where the potato-gatherers like mechanised scarecrows move 
Along the side-fall of the hill - Maguire and his men ... “ 

 
INCHIQUIN OF THOMOND COPY 

153. KEANE, Marcus. The Towers and Temples of Ancient Ireland. Their Origin and History 
discussed from a new point of view. With numerous illustrations. Dublin: Hodges, Smith and 
Co., 1867. Quarto. pp. xx, 492, + errata. Bound by Cavenagh of Dublin (label on lower 
pastedown) in mauve cloth, title and gilt decoration on spine. From the library of Baron 
Inchiquin with his armorial bookplate on front pastedown, also with the bookplate of Hugh and 
Grania [O’Brien] Weir. Signed presentation copy from the author to Lord Inchiquin.  Wear to 
spine ends and extremities. A very good copy. €375  

Gilt decorations on binding includes Our Lady’s Church doorway Glendalough and Drumlane Round 
Tower, County Cavan. 

LARGE PAPER COPY OF THE EXTREMELY RARE DUBLIN EDITION 
154. KEATING, Jeoffry. D.D. A General History of Ireland. Containing I. A full and impartial 
Account of the original of that Kingdom; With the Lives, and Reigns of an Hundred and Seventy 
Four Succeeding Monarchs of the Milesian Race. II. The Original of the Gadelians, Their Travels 
into Spain, and from thence into Ireland. III. A succinct Account of the Reigns of all the Kings of 
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Ireland, with several Attempts and Invasions upon that Island. IV. Of the frequent Assistance the 
Irish afforded the Scots against their Enemies the Romans and Britons, particularly their obliging 
the Britons to make a Ditch from Sea to Sea, between England and Scotland, to guard themselves 
from the Surprize and frequent Incursions of the Scots and Irish. V. A genuine Description of the 
Courage and Liberality of the Ancient Irish, their severe Laws to preserve their Records and 
Antiquities, and the Punishments inflicted upon those Antiquaries who presumed to vary from 
the Truth; with an Account of the Laws and Customs of the Irish, and their Royal Assemblies at 
Tara, &c. VI. A Relation of the long and bloody Wars of the Irish against the Danes whose Yoke 
was at last threw off, and restored Liberty to their Country, which they preserved till the Arrival 
of Henry II King of England. Faithfully translated from the original Irish language, with many 
curious Amendments taken from the Psalters of Tara and Cashel, and other authentick Records 
by Dermod O’Connor, Esq. Antiquary of the kingdom of Ireland. With many improvements 
taken from the Psalters of Tara and Cashel. Illustrated with frontispiece of Brian Boiroimhe and 
vignettes. With list of subscribers and their Coats of Arms. Two parts in one. Dublin: Printed by 
James Carson, 1723. First Dublin edition. Folio. pp. [4], iv, xix, [20], 159, [1], 122, 14. Final leaf 
with O’Brien pedigree and bookseller’s advertisement bound in before preface. Nineteenth 
century quarter calf, vellum tips, title in gilt on red morocco label on gilt decorated spine. 
Frontispiece strengthened. Lacking two plates and corner of Cc1 torn with loss of some text. 
Paper repair to inner margin of a few leaves. All edges red. A good working copy. Extremely 
rare. €750  

COPAC locates 3 copies only. WorldCat 1. ESTC 
T121242. 
Geoffrey Keating was born c.1570 in Burges, 
County Tipperary, the offspring (as he himself 
reminds us) of the ‘Sean Ghaill’, or Old Foreigners 
(Normans). He was educated at a local bardic school 
and he takes care to inform us, that he was at an 
early age sent to be educated for the priesthood at 
Bordeaux. There in the cloisters of the Seminary his 
young heart was aching with accounts from his 
native land of robbery, plunder, and confiscation, as 
chieftain after chieftain was driven from his home 
and patrimony. Doubtless this inspired his lovely 
exile poem ‘Beannacht leat a sgríbhinn’. 
Returning to Ireland around 1610, Keating, now a 
Doctor of Divinity, was appointed to a church near to 
his birthplace. He became known as a great orator 
and his fame as a preacher soon drew great crowds 
together. Amongst those who arrived one day, 
unluckily for Keating, was a damsel of dubious 
morals, intimately known to the President of 
Munster, and it so happened the subject of the 
preacher’s sermon that very day. All eyes were 
directed against her, and she, returning aggrieved 
and furious, instigated the President to at once put 
the anti-Popery laws in execution against Keating, 
who had to take refuge in the Glen of Aherlow. It 
was while in hiding that he began his famous ‘Foras 
Feasa ar Éirinn’ - ‘Groundwork of the Knowledge of 
Ireland’, gathering most of his research from 
manuscript sources which were held by the gentry. 
He is also known to have gone about Ireland in 
disguise collecting his materials, and apparently he 

met Michael O’Clery, Chief of the Four Masters, on his travels.  
In the Northern Half of our Kingdom, he was refused aid by the custodians of documents who feared 
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that a Munsterman would not do justice to ‘Leath-Cuinn’. Was this unhappy prejudice one of the fruits 
of the Contention of the Bards?. The history, begun in 1629, was completed in 1634 by which time he 
was parish priest in Cappoquin. It was not published however for almost a century and O’Connor’s 
translation was not well received at the time. Our account of Ireland down to the Anglo-Norman 
Invasion corresponds to the scope of Keating’s work. If, the story of the Old and Middle Irish periods 
never was forgotten by the Gaelic generations, Keating’s vivid narrative may be thanked. He gave the 
story of ancient Ireland the form in which it survived when the schools were overthrown and the 
tradition like Keating himself, was outlawed and fugitive. He wrote he tells us, lest “so honourable a 
land as Eire, and kindreds so noble as those who had inherited it, should pass away (dhul i mbathadh) 
without mention or report of them”. 
Of the prose writers of the seventeenth century Dr. Douglas Hyde states: “of these men, Keating, as a 
prose writer, was the greatest. He was a man of literature, a poet, professor, theologian, and historian, 
in one. He brought the art of writing limpid Irish to its highest perfection”. 
The list of subscribers to this, the first Dublin edition includes: Henry Bourke Esq., Theobald Bourk 
Jun. Esq., Sir Richard Cox, Captain Robert Cusack, Henry Colley Esq., Cornelius O’Callohan Esq., 
Bryan OConnor, Sir Luke Comerford, Jermiah Donovan Esq., Darby Dugan, Eliphal Dobson, James 
Doyle, Revd. Patrick Delany (6 Books), Pat Dempsey of Kilmurry, Edward Denny Esq., Nicholas 
Drumgoole, Merchant in Newry, Collonel John Eyre of Eyre’s-Court, John Ewing, Terence Egan, Lady 
Dorothy Forbes, Captain Edward Forde, Robert Fox Esq., Sir Arthur Gore, Gilbert Gunning, Thomas 
Griffith Dep. Master of the Revels, Thomas Gavin Merchant, Toby Hall, Rev. Michael Hartlibb, John 
Hyde, Michael Hewetson, John, Rice, Conway, and Arthur Blenner Hasset, Theophilus Jones, Thomas 
Judge Esq., Richard Jacob, Revd. John Kearny (Obama’s ancestor), Edward Loftus, Joseph Leathly, 
Lewis Moore of Ballyna, Alexander MacNaughten M.D., Sir James McDonnell, Justin Mac Carty Esq., 
Sir Richard Mead, Florence Mac Carthy, Collonel Henry Monro, Edward Murphy, Sir Constantine 
Phipps, Michael O Phelan, Sir John Rawdon, John Redgeway, Jer. Ryan of Dunganmore Esq., Owen 
Sweeny, Richard Tighe Esq., Peter Tomey, William Taaffe, Henry Ware, Edward Worth M.D., Revd. 
James Walsh, Samuel Watson, etc. 

THE FINEST BOOK OF ITS TIME 
SIGNED BY KINSELLA & LE BROCQUY 

155. KINSELLA, Thomas & Louis Le 
BROCQUY. The Tain. Translated by 
Thomas Kinsella from the Irish Táin Bó 
Cuailgne.  Brush Drawings by Louis le 
Brocquy. Dublin: Dolmen, 1969. Imperial 
octavo. First edition. pp. vi, [2], 294, [2]. 
Black buckram with an illustration of a 
white bull by Le Brocquy on upper cover, 
title in white on spine. Limited edition of 
1750 of which 750 were for sale in the 
USA. Signed by Thomas Kinsella and 
Louis Le Brocquy on half-title. Usual 
fading to spine of dust jacket. A fine copy 
in near fine dust jacket. Rare copy with both 
signatures.                                        €3,500  

The Táin Bó Cuailgne – the Cattle Drive of 
Cooley – is the central story in the great old-
Irish saga-cycle featuring the Sons of Usnech, 
Cuchulain, Ferdia, Maeve and the rival bulls 
of Connaught and Ulster, culminating in the 
‘battle of the bulls’. The distinguished poet 
Thomas Kinsella began translating parts of the 
Tain while still a young man; short sections 
were published by Liam Miller’s Dolmen 
Press in 1954 and 1960.  
In 1969, when Kinsella completed the entire 
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translation, Liam Miller was inspired to ask Ireland’s premier living artist Louis le Brocquy to illustrate 
the text.  The result was a triumph, undoubtedly the finest Irish book of its time.  “This is undoubtedly 
the most famous book issued by the Dolmen Press and has been widely acclaimed for Thomas 
Kinsella’s translation of the Irish epic tale, for Louis le Brocquy’s vigorous brush drawings, and for its 
general design”  - Liam Miller. 

WIDGERY’S BETRAYAL OF THE BOGSIDE 
156. KINSELLA, Thomas. Butcher’s Dozen: A Lesson for the Octave of Widgery. Dublin: 
Dolmen, 1972. pp. 8. Crown octavo. Pictorial stapled wrappers. Signed by Thomas Kinsella. 
Signed presentation copy from David Greene to Theo [Moody], “- since I’m sending copies to 
the British members of the Academy who don’t like Vincent, you might as well have one too.” A 
fine copy. €135  

 
See items 156 & 157. 

THE FINEST BOOK OF ITS TIME - LE BROCQUY’S MASTERPIECE 
157. KINSELLA, Thomas & LE BROCQUY, Louis. The Tain. Translated by Thomas 
Kinsella from the Irish Táin Bó Cuailgne. Brush Drawings by Louis le Brocquy. Dublin: Dolmen 
Press 1985. pp. vi, [1], 300, [4]. Small folio. Black cloth, image by Le Brocquy in white on upper 
cover, title in white on spine. Library Edition with [all] the illustrations of the first edition, in 
association with the University of Pennsylvania Press. A fine copy in fine illustrated dust jacket 
with design by Le Brocquy. €275  

The original limited edition of 1,750 copies published in 1969 sold out within months, and had become 
very rare and expensive. A reduced octavo edition with only 30 of the original 130 illustrations was 
published in 1970, and has been many times reprinted; but the full magnificent suite of illustrations was 
unavailable until this Library Edition was issued in 1985. It is itself a scarce book, as the bulk of the 
edition was distributed to libraries worldwide, and it has not been reprinted. 

158. LAPPENBERG, J.M. History of England under the Anglo-Saxon kings, translated from 
the German of Dr. J.M. Lappenberg by Benjamin Thorpe, with additions and corrections by the 
author and the translator. Two volumes. London: Murray, 1845. Demy octavo. pp. (1) lxviii, 292 
(2) xvi, 371. Contemporary full polished calf, covers framed by double gilt fillets. Spines divided 
into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title and volume number in gilt on contrasting morocco 
labels in the second and third, the remainder tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design; board 
edges gilt; comb-marbled endpapers; green and gold endbands. Previous owner’s neat stamp and 
presentation inscription on endpapers. Mild wear to extremities. All edges marbled. A very 
attractive set. €395  
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Johann Martin Lappenberg (1794-1865) German diplomat and historian was born at Hamburg, where 
his father, Valentin Anton Lappenberg, held an official position. He attended the Johanneum and the 
Akademisches Gymnasium of Hamburg. Like his father he studied medicine, but afterwards history, at 
the University of Edinburgh. He continued to study history in London, at Frederick William University 
of Berlin and at Göttingen, where he graduated as doctor of laws in 1816. In 1820 he was sent by the 
Hamburg senate as Minister Resident to the Prussian court in Berlin. In 1823 he became keeper of the 
Hamburg archives. In this office, he had the fullest opportunities for the laborious and critical research 
work upon which rests his reputation. He was in this office until 1863, when a serious eye problem 
compelled him to resign. In 1850 he represented Hamburg in the German parliament at Frankfurt, and 
he died at Hamburg. 
Includes genealogies of the Kings of Mercia and Wessex and Anglo-Danish Kings. 

159. LARMINIE, William. Fand and Other Poems. Dublin: Hodges Figgis & London: Simpkin, 
1892. Crown octavo. Green cloth, titled in gilt. A very good copy. Exceedingly rare. €295  

COPAC locates 5 copies only. 
He was born in Castlebar, County Mayo, descended from a family of Huguenot émigrés. He was 
educated at Kingstown School and Trinity College Dublin, from which he graduated in 1871 with a 
moderatorship in Classics. He moved to London while he was employed in the British India Office 
from 1873 until 1887, at which point he retired and returned to Ireland to devote himself to writing, 
settling in Bray, County Wicklow. 
He published two volumes of poetry - Glanlua and Other Poems (1889), and Fand and Other Poems 
(1892) - as well as a collection of stories which he had collected from local people in County Donegal, 
County Mayo and County Galway: West Irish Folk-Tales and Romances (1893). 

FIRST EDITION OF THE PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING NOVEL 
160. LEE, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. London, Melbourne, Toronto: Heinemann, 1960. 
First English edition. pp. 296. Modern full purple morocco. Spine divided into six panels by five 
raised bands, title and author in gilt direct in the second and fourth, the remainder tooled with a 
gilt decoration; green and red endbands. Mild foxing to first and final leaf. All edges gilt. A very 
good copy. €850  

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ is a novel by Harper Lee published in 1960. It was immediately successful, 
winning the Pulitzer Prize, and has become a classic of modern American literature. The plot and 
characters are loosely based on the author’s observations of her family and neighbours, as well as on an 
event that occurred near her hometown in 1936, when she was 10 years old. 
The novel is renowned for its warmth and humour, despite dealing with the serious issues of rape and 
racial inequality. The narrator’s father, Atticus Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers and 
as a model of integrity for lawyers. One critic explains the novel’s impact by writing, “In the twentieth 
century, ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ is probably the most widely read book dealing with race in America, 
and its protagonist, Atticus Finch, the most enduring fictional image of racial heroism”. 
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ appeared on the ‘big screen’ in 1962, directed by Robert Mulligan. It stared 
Gregory Peck in the role of Atticus Finch and Mary Badham in the role of Scout. 
The film, widely considered to be one of the greatest ever made, earned an overwhelmingly positive 
response from critics, and was a box office success as well, earning more than 10 times its budget. The 
film won three Academy Awards, including Best Actor for Peck, and was nominated for eight, 
including Best Picture. 
In 1995, the film was listed in the National Film Registry. It also ranks twenty-fifth on the American 
Film Institute’s 10th anniversary list of the greatest American movies of all time. In 2003, AFI named 
Atticus Finch the greatest movie hero of the 20th century. 
Even from a small English village, Atticus Finch, the lawyer defending a wrongly accused African 
American in the deep south of America, seemed the epitome of quiet decency, fatherly tenderness and 
physical courage. 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 
ONE OF THE BEST LOVED CLASSICS OF ALL TIME 

161. LEE, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1999. 40th 
Anniversary edition. pp. [x], 323. Grey papered boards, titled in silver on spine. Signed by the 
author on half title. A fine copy in fine dust jacket. €1,250  

First Printing of the 40th Anniversary edition of the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel. 
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162. LE ROUX, Louis. Patrick H. Pearse. Translated into English by Desmond Ryan. Portrait 
frontispiece. Dublin: The Talbot Press, 1932. Large post octavo. pp. xiii, 440. Green cloth, title in 
gilt on spine. Top edge green. A fine copy in a very good frayed dust jacket. . €75  
163. LESLIE, Rev. James B. History of Kilsaran Union of Parishes in the County of Louth. 
Being a history of the parishes of Kilsaran, Gernonstown, Stabannon, Manfieldstown and 
Dromiskin. With many particulars relating to the parishes of Richardstown, Dromin and Darver. 
Comprising a large section of mid-Louth. With five maps (two coloured) and forty two 
illustrations. Dundalk: William Tempest, 1908. pp. xvi, 9-350. Red cloth, titled in gilt. With the 
armorial bookplate of George Digby Scott and pencil inscription on verso of f.f.e. by James 
Seery. A fine copy of this scarce local history. €285  

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE’S COPY 

 
164. LEVER, Charles. The Knight of Gwynne. A Tale of the Time of the Union. With 
illustrations by “Phiz”. London: Chapman and Hall, 1847. Demy octavo. First edition. pp. x, [1], 
628. Engraved frontispiece and half title. Occasional foxing. Contemporary half morocco on 
marbled boards. Florence Nightingale’s copy with her signature on half-title. A good copy only 
with a magnificent association. €685  

Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) was an English social reformer, statistician and the founder of 
modern nursing. Nightingale came to prominence while serving as a manager and trainer of nurses 
during the Crimean War, in which she organised care for wounded soldiers. She gave nursing a 
favourable reputation and became an icon of Victorian culture, especially in the persona of “The Lady 
with the Lamp” making rounds of wounded soldiers at night. 
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THE SCARCE BEST EDITION 

165. LODGE, John Esq. The Peerage of Ireland, or, A Genealogical History of the Present 
Nobility of that Kingdom. With engravings of their paternal Coats of Arms. Collected from the 
Public Records; authentic Manuscripts; approved Historians; well-attested Pedigrees; and 
personal Information. Revised, enlarged and continued to the present time by Mervyn Archdall, 
Rector of Slane. With list of subscribers. Seven volumes. Dublin: James Moore, 45 College 
Green, 1789. Bookplates of Catharine F. Boyle and Richard M. England. Early signature of 
Elizabeth Sheilds, Woodpark on titles. Contemporary full tree calf. Spines professionally 
rebacked at the Abrams Bindery. All edges green. A very good set. Rare. €1,250  

Mervyn Archdall is to Lodge, what Harris was to Ware, in as much as he revised and greatly expanded 
the work from four to seven volumes taking four years to complete his edition. Many of Lodge’s 
valuable notes were left in cipher, and the credit for decoding them lies with Mrs. Archdall, a 
remarkable woman, who enabled her husband to carry out his extension of this work. 
Mr. Rowley Lascelles in his compilation of the Liber Munerum drew largely from John Lodge’s 
collection of manuscripts of the Patent and Close Rolls. 

MAUCHLINE WARE BINDING 
166. LONGFELLOW, Henry Wadsworth. The Poetical Works of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. Edinburgh: William P. Nimmo, n.d. (c.1880). Post octavo. pp. [x], 663. Bound in a 
fine ‘Mauchline Ware’ binding. Covers of bevelled wooden boards with design of ferns 
transferred from paper onto the sycamore boards with central illustration of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow on the upper cover. Spine professionally rebacked with original gilt decorated back-
strip laid down. All edges gilt. A very good example of this unique and rare style of binding.€375  

Fern ware bindings mainly date from the 1870s, being an adaptation of Mauchline ware. In most cases 
actual ferns were used directly or indirectly, using three or four different processes in the manufacture. 
After the ferns were applied to the wooden surface it was then subjected to a dark brown stipple 
treatment before the removal of the ferns and subsequent varnishing. 
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See items 166 & 167. 

A UNIQUE COLLABORATION 
167. LONGLEY, Michael. The Lake Without a Name. Poems of Mayo. Wood engravings by 
Jeffrey Morgan. Belfast: Blackstaff Press, 2005. Super royal octavo. First edition. pp. [xvi], 52, 
[2]. Quarter linen on grass paper boards. Edition limited to 275 numbered copies signed by the 
author and illustrator. A fine copy in lined slipcase. Rare. €985  

The fine press limited edition of ‘The Lake Without a Name’ consists of 275 signed and numbered 
copies. It is printed on 170 gsm mould-made Zerkall paper with a deckle edge. The twenty-nine wood 
engravings were fashioned on endgrain boxwood supplied by blockmaker Chris Daunt of Gateshead.  
The edition is printed letterpress at Libanus Press, Marlborough, in Wiltshire, and is quarter-bound 
with Frogmore Mill grass paper boards and Ratchford Colorado Amazon cloth, presented in a lined 
slipcase with a bow edge.  
The Lake Without a Name is the fruit of an enduring friendship between poet and artist, a unique 
collaboration between two extraordinary craftsmen. 

168. LYNCH, Patricia, STAUNTON, Helen, & DEEVY, 
Teresa. Lisheen at the Valley Farm and Other Stories. 
Illustrated by Beatrice Salkeld. Dublin: The Gayfield Press, 
Printed by The Kerryman, Tralee, 1945. Small folio. pp. 63. 
Pictorial wrappers. Light fading to spine. Fine. Scarce.    €295  

COPAC locates 3 copies only. WorldCat 4. 
Patricia Lynch (1898-1972), children’s author, was born in Cork. 
The family moved to London following her father’s death and she 
was educated there, in Scotland and Belgium. Her first book won the 
Tailteann silver medal in 1932. 

169. MACALISTER, R.A.S. The Memorial Slabs of 
Clonmacnoise, King’s County: with an appendix on the 
materials for a history of the monastery. With numerous plates, 
some folding. Dublin: Printed at the University Press, 1909. 
Royal octavo. pp. xxxii, 159, 50 (plates). Green ribbed cloth, 
titled in gilt on spine. A fine copy.                                      €165  
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Published in 1909 on behalf of the Royal Society of Antiquaries 
of Ireland the work describes the hundreds of memorial slabs 
and grave stones surrounding the ruins of the monastery of 
Clonmacnoise. The monastery also features two round towers, 
chapels and churches, high crosses and other archaeological 
features such as the famous Whispering Arch. 
Beginning in the 8th century and for almost half a millennium 
Clonmacnoise grew to become a large monastic city and 
surrounded by a large population of the laity. It became a major 
centre of religious learning during the Middle Ages after Roman 
civilisation collapsed in Europe and along with other Irish 
monasteries earn Ireland the reputation of ‘the land of saints and 
scholars’. 
The Gaelic royalty were the patrons of Clonmacnoise and its 
powerful abbot. The monastery became known for its literature, 
art and the beautiful Christian artefacts made from precious 
metals attracting Viking and Gaelic Irish raiders. 
Gaelic Irish aristocrats were buried there including at least two 
High Kings of Ireland. Monks from the monastery also fought at 

one time with their rivals at St. Columba’s monastery in Durrow. 
After the Norman conquest in the 12th century, the Burke dynasty established a castle nearby and 
curtailed the rights of the Gaelic Irish and authorities of Clonmacnoise. The town of Athlone grew at 
the expense of Clonmacnoise while the Celtic monks faced competition new religious orders such as 
the Franciscans, Augustinians, Benedictines and Cistercians. 
In time Clonmacnoise declined and following the English Reformation which witnessed the dissolution 
of monasteries across the realm, medieval monasticism in Ireland came to an end. 

170. MACARDLE, Dorothy. Tragedies of Kerry 1922-1923. Dublin: Irish Book Bureau, n.d. 
(c.1960). Crown octavo. Tenth edition. pp. 60, [4]. Pictorial stapled wrappers. Very good. €25  

First published in July 1924. 
171. McCARTHY, Daniel Trant D.L. J.P. M.R.I.A. The McCarthys of Munster. The Story of 
a Great Irish Sept. (The McCarthy Mor). Dundalk: Dundalgan Press, 1922. pp. [viii], 399. 
Original Publisher’s cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and spine. Armorial photograph mounted 
on titlepage. Armorial bookplate of O’Leary on front pastedown. Signature of Chichester. Two 
photographs loosely inserted. Some annotations in ink. Spine rebacked. A very good copy. €245  

The McCarthys claim descendants from the Eoghanachta, the rulers of the fifth province of Ireland, or 
Munster. The Eoghanachta were a people believed to have descended from Heber, the son of the 
mythical King Milesius of Spain. 

172. MacCARTHY, John George. Henry Grattan: A Historical Study. Dublin: Hodges, Figgis, 
& Co., 1886. Foolscap octavo. Third edition. pp. 66, [1]. Green cloth, title in gilt on upper cover. 
All edges red. A very good copy. €150  

Henry Grattan (1746-1820) led the nationalist fight for Ireland’s legislative independence from 
England, for parliamentary reform, and for Catholic emancipation. Grattan distinguished himself at 
Trinity College, Dublin, where he acquired his passion for the classics and for eloquent oratory. 

173. MacCURTIN, Hugh. A Brief Discourse in Vindication of the Antiquity of Ireland. Dublin: 
Printed by S. Powell, at the Sign of the Printing-Press in Copper-Alley, for the author, 1717. 
Quarto. pp. xvi, [4 (list of subscribers)], 313, [1 (errata)]. With half title. Contemporary full 
panelled calf, titled in gilt. Spine professionally rebacked. A very good copy. Rare. €1,650  

COPAC locates 6 copies only. WorldCat 2. ESTC T90338. The dedication to the Earl of Inchiquin, 
signed: H. MacCurtin. 
The author Hugh MacCurtin (Aodh Buí Mac Cruitin) was born in the parish of Kilmacrehy, County 
Clare c.1680. He received a general education as well as special instruction in Irish literature and 
history from his cousin Andrew MacCurtin whom he succeeded as ollamh to the O’Briens of 
Thomond. He went to Paris to complete his studies, where he was patronised by Lord Clare and 
Isabella O’Brien, wife of Sorley MacDonnell of Kilkee. 
On his return to Dublin he was working with Swift on an Irish historiographical work, which did not 
appear. In the preface to this work he refuted some of the statements made by Sir Richard Cox, in his  
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Hibernia Anglicana. This infuriated Cox who had him 
imprisoned in New Gate for one year. On his release he 
returned to Clare and wrote poems in honour of the 
O’Briens, and O’Loughlins of Burren.  
He left Ireland in 1727 to seek a publisher for his Elements 
of the Irish Language. Within a short time Mac Cruitín 
crossed into French Flanders, where he served from 
October 1728 to August 1729 as a private in the Régiment 
de Clare - a unit that contained many officers and men 
from his native county. In a song composed at Christmas 
1728 (Is grinn an tsollamhain chím fén Nollaig seo) he 
looked forward to a successful invasion of Britain and the 
execution of George II. With the assistance of Fr. Morphy 
of the Franciscans, the Grammar was published in Louvain 
in 1728. Sometime after this he was invited to Paris by 
Conor Begley, where he assisted in the publication of the 
first English-Irish dictionary in 1732. He returned to 
Ireland and spent his final years as a schoolmaster in his 
native parish of Kilmacrehy and died there in 1755. 

174. MacDONAGH, Michael. The Irish at the Front. 
With an introduction by John Redmond. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1916. pp. xvi, 158, 2. 
Green cloth, title in black on upper cover and on spine. A very good copy. Scarce. €145  

This book deals with the Irish Regiments in the First World War. The chapters include: Ireland’s Part 
in the War; How the Munsters saved the Guns and got ringed round with fire; Rally of the Irish Guards 
to the Green Flag at the Marne; Impetuous death of the Leinsters and Royal Irish, and grim tenacity of 
Irish Guards and Rifles; Charge of the Liverpool Irish at Festubert, a night surprise by the Inniskillings; 
Landing of the Dublins and Munsters at the Dardanelles; Landing at Suvla Bay and capture of 
Chocolate Hill; How the Leinsters caught a glimpse of the Narrows; Gallant stand and fall of the 7th 
Dublins; Death in action of Father Finn of the Dublins, and Father Gwynn of the Irish Guards; The 
Great Push at Loos and The Victoria Cross - Ireland’s tradition of gallantry. 

175. MacDONAGH, Patrick. The Vestal Fire: A Poem. Dublin: Orwell Press, 1941. pp. 29. 
White stitched wraps in printed sun-tanned dust jacket. Frayed and suntanned spine. A very good 
copy. €35  

FINE BINDING 

 
176. MacFALL, Haldane. The Wooings of Jezebel Pettyfer. Being the Personal History of Jehu 
Sennacherib Dyle, Commonly Called Mashee Dyle; Together with an Account of Certain Things 
That Chanced in the House of the Sorcerer; Here Set Down. London: Grant Richards, 1898. 
Large 16mo. Bound by Phillip Powell-Jones in full red morocco with black, blue, green, white 
and brown onlays depicting a lady blowing a kiss. Flat spine, title in gilt direct within circular 
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white onlays (kisses); cream onlay to turn-ins; blue endpapers. Binder’s monogram ‘PJ’ on 
bottom right-hand corner of upper cover. Signed by the Binder on lower turn-in. All edges blue. 
Housed in a leather-entry slipcase, also with an onlay of the lady. A fine and rare example from 
this renowned binder. €1,250  

Phillip Powell-Jones, a retired general in the Gurkhas, antiquarian book seller, established the Hay 
Binders, Hay-on-Wye, in the 1970s, a small hand bindery specialising in the repair, restoration and 
rebinding of cloth and leather bound books. 

UNCORRECTED PROOF COPY 
177. McGAHERN, John. Nightlines. London: Faber and Faber, 1970. Demy octavo. pp. 170. 
Printed wrappers. Uncorrected proof copy. Not for sale. In very good condition. €375  

This copy not for sale. Not for review or serialization without the publisher’s permission. McGahern’s 
first collection of short stories. 

178. [McGARRITY, J.] Resistance. The Story of the Struggle in British-Occupied Ireland. 
Illustrated. Dublin: Irish Freedom Press, 1957. pp. 120. Pictorial wrappers. A very good copy. 
Scarce. €85  

The chapters include: Ireland Today; Revolt in the North; They Keep Faith; Operation Harvest; Our 
Better Government; Guerrilla Warfare; In Preparation Election by Court Order; A Felon’s Cap; The 
Cost is High; For Law and Order; Ulster is Ours; Out of the Past; Towards the Future. 

 
See items 178, 179 & 180. 

179. MacMANUS, Francis. After the Flight. Eye-Witness Sketches from Irish History from 
1607-1916. Dublin: Talbot Press, 1938. Crown octavo. First edition. pp. 214. Orange cloth, titled 
in black. Top edge brown. A very good copy in rare dust jacket. Scarce. €45  

Included in the chapters: The Traitor; The Pirate and St. Peter; The Dean’s Birthday; The British 
Square; Condemned; The Wind at Bantry Bay; What Blind Raftery Saw; Collecting the Tithes; Council 
of War; Arrest; Return of the Chief, etc. 

180. MADDEN, R.R. The Island of Cuba: Its Resources, Progress, and Prospects. Considered in 
relation especially to the influence of its prosperity on the interests of the British West India 
Colonies. London: Charles Gilpin, 1849. Large 12mo. pp. xxiv, 252. Publisher’s green blind-
stamped cloth, title in gilt on rebacked spine. Guernsey Library label on upper cover and with 
their neat stamps. A very good copy. €685  

COPAC locates 6 copies only. Sabin 43694. 
Memoranda made in Cuba in the years 1836-1839, respecting slavery and the slave-trade, the state of 
society, commerce, religion and education in that island, when the author filled the office of 
Superintendent of liberated Africans. 
Richard Robert Madden (1798-1886) was an Irish medical doctor, writer, abolitionist and historian of 
the United Irishmen. Madden took an active role in trying to impose anti-slavery rules in West Indies 
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on behalf of the British government. He was born at Wormwood Gate, Dublin to Edward Madden, a 
silk manufacturer and his wife Elizabeth (born Corey). His father had married twice and fathered 
twenty-one children. 
In 1829 he joined the Anti-Slavery Society, and mixed with such men as Thomas Fowell Buxton. 
Eventually he gave up the regular practice of medicine. When parliament abolished slavery throughout 
the British empire (1833) Madden secured an official position as a special magistrate in Jamaica and 
was one of 30 appointed to administer the statute abolishing slavery. A maternal great-uncle, a Dr 
Lyons of Lyonstown, County Roscommon, had acquired two plantations on the island in the 1780s, 
one of which, Marly, was eventually inherited by his nephew, Garret Forde. Madden arrived to 
discover two mulatto cousins and to learn that another had been sold as a slave. Frustrated in his 
attempts to deal with ex-slaves fairly and then threatened by former slave-owners he resigned in 
November 1834, he left Kingston and went to America. There he published ‘A Twelve Month’s 
Residence in the West Indies’ (1835). In this, and in evidence given to a British parliamentary select 
committee, he denounced the system of employing ex-slaves as forced apprentices. In 1836 he was 
appointed first commissioner for liberated Africans in Cuba, a colony of Spain, which since 1814 had 
been beholden to Britain; he was also made a temporary judge at Havana, bringing his salary up to 
£1,000 p.a. Both posts were intended to suppress the international slave trade. 
After three years he returned to Europe via America, where he gave evidence on behalf of 49 illegally 
enslaved Africans who had revolted on board a Cuban vessel, the ‘Amistad’, seized control and on 
landing it in Connecticut been arrested by American authorities. In London, Madden took part, as the 
Cuba expert, in the first International Anti-slavery Convention (1840). 

181. MAETERLINCK, Maurice. The Blue Bird. A Fairy Play in Six Acts. Translated by 
Alexander Teixeira de Mattos. London: Methuen & Co., Ltd, 1917. Post octavo. pp. [vi], 285, 
[1]. Contemporary full crushed levant blue morocco. Spine divided into five panels by four raised 
bands, bird in gilt on circular green morocco onlay in the first, title and author in gilt direct in the 
second and fourth; corners ruled in gilt; floral gilt doublures; splash-marbled endpapers; blue and 
yellow endbands. All edges gilt. A superb copy. €150  
182. MAHER, James. Ed. by. Rare Clonmel. A Charles J. Boland Anthology. The Light Verse 
and Humorous Essays of “The O. Henry of Clonmel”. Illustrated. Mullinahone: 1959. Demy 
octavo. pp. ii, 99 (including adverts). Pictorial wrappers. Signed presentation copy from the 
author. A very good copy. €65 

 
See items 181 & 183. 

THE COOLE LIBRARY COPY - SIGNED BY LADY GREGORY 
183. MANGAN, James Clarence. The Poets and Poetry of Munster: A selection of Irish songs 
by the poets of the last century. With poetical translations by the Late James Clarence Mangan, 
now for the first time published. With the Original Music, and Biographical Sketches of the 
Authors. By John O’Daly. Dublin: James Duffy and Sons, n.d. (c.1883). Third edition. Square 



Ca ta logue 144 

79 

 

16mo. pp. lx, 355. Contemporary half dark green morocco over cloth boards, title in gilt direct on 
spine. From the library of Lady Gregory with her signature in pencil on front endpaper and 
sketch by her on lower pastedown. A very good copy. €475  
184. [MAPS ALLARD] Hiberniae Regni in Provincias Ultoniam, Connachtam, Lageniam, 
Momoniamq divisi Tabula acccuratissima editore Carolo Allard, Amstelo-Batavo. [1703]. Title 
in decorative cartouche with a figure of Hercules, with a club in his left hand and holding the leg 
chains of a crouching man in his right. Behind him rises a column surmounted with the royal coat 
of arms. From the top of these arms flies a banner with the words ‘Tantum ut  nos Liberet 
Audax.’ At the bottom right is another elaborate cartouche; figures around a shield with a harp 
with an active volcano in the background, the whole above four lines of scale. At bottom left is 
imprint. Numerous ships, some fighting, appear in the sea around the coast. Original colouring. 
600 x 520mm. Framed and glazed.  €685  

Bonar Law DS 5. 

 
See items 184 & 187. 

185. [MAPS THOMSON] Map of Ireland. ‘Neale Sculpt.  Strand, London.’ Title in a 
rectangular frame with scalloped corners. Drawn for Thomson’s New General Atlas, Feby. 1817. 
Depicted are the counties of Ireland, towns, cities, rivers, mountains, lakes, islands, woods and 
railway lines. With lines of latitude and longitude. Contemporary colouring. No scale shown. 502 
x 593mm. Mounted on backing board behind double dark green window mount and clear mylar. 
Light browning to centre fold with small tear.  €225  

From ‘A New General Atlas ... ‘ etc. Printed by George Ramsey & Co. for John Thomson & Co., 
Edinburgh; Baldwin, Craddock & Joy, London; and John Cumming, Dublin. 

186. [MAPS THOMSON] Ireland. Two Parts. Southern Part of Ireland. Drawn and engraved by 
N.R. Hewitt, Grafton Strt. East Tottenham Court Road for Thomson’s New General Atlas, 1817. 
At the bottom right is a ‘View of the Bank of Ireland.’ With: Northern Part of Ireland. Drawn and 
engraved by N.R. Hewitt, Grafton Strt. East Tottenham Court Road, for Thomson’s New General 
Atlas, 1817. At the top left is a ‘View of the Giants Causeway in the County of Antrim.’  
Depicted are the counties of Ireland, towns, cities, rivers, mountains, lakes, islands, woods and 
railway lines. With lines of latitude and longitude. Contemporary colouring. No scale shown. 
590mm x 498mm. Mounted on backing board behind double dark green window mount and clear 
mylar. Light browning to centre fold.  €350  

Bonar Law 249. 
187. [MAPS VISSCHER] Hiberniae Regnum tam in praecipuas Ultoniae, Connaciae, Lageniae, 
et Mononiae, quam in minores earundem Provincias, et Ditiones fubjacentes peraccurat, divisum 
per Nicolaum Visscher Amst:Bat: cum Privileg: Ordin: General: Belfii Foederati, c.1689. Title in 
decorated cartouche surrounded by putti and shepherds. surmounted by the arms of Ireland. At 
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the bottom right is a large cartouche with royal arms, supported by a lion and unicorn; and a 
dedication to William, scale lines and a key. Depicted are the provinces, counties, towns, cities, 
rivers, mountains, lakes, islands, woods and roads. Scale and explanation of terms in decorated 
cartouche surmounted by the Royal coat or arms, supported by a lion and unicorn. Lines of 
latitude and longitude. Contemporary colouring. Mild foxing. Very decorative map, framed and 
glazed. 740 x 570mm. Scale in German, French, Irish and English miles.  €685  

Bonar Law DS 3. 
With alphabetical place-name tables down both sides of map. Text in Dutch. 

EVELYN GLEESON’S COPY 
188. MEREDITH, George. The Poetical Works of George Meredith. With some notes by G.M. 
Trevelyan. London: 1912. Foolscap octavo. pp. xvi, 623. Full maroon leatherette binding, 
decorated and titled in gilt. Inscribed ‘Evelyn Gleeson / with Joseph Fisher’s / best wishes. / 
Christmas 1912.’ Repair to top of spine. Top edge gilt. A fine copy with a great association. €385  

Evelyn Gleeson founded The Dun Emer Guild, an Irish Arts and Crafts textile studio in 1902, initially 
in partnership with Elizabeth and Lily Yeats as Dun Emer Industries and Press. 
The Dun Emer Guild was the textile producing arm of Dun Emer Industries, which was founded in 
1902 by Evelyn Gleeson, Elizabeth and her sister Lily Yeats with funding from Augustine Henry and a 
sum of money Gleeson inherited. The company was run out of Gleeson’s home, Dun Emer in 
Dundrum. The house and administration of the company was overseen by Gleeson’s widowed sister, 
Constance MacCormack. MacCormack and her three children, Kitty, Grace, and Edward lived with 
Gleeson after the death of MacCormack’s husband around 1902. 
The Dun Emer studio and press were named after Emer, daughter of Forgall Monach, wife of the hero 
Cúchulainn in the Ulster Cycle of Irish mythology, a figure famous for her artistic skills. The Guild’s 
workshops were located on the top floor of Dun Emer. Their products regularly won prizes at 
exhibitions run by the Irish Industries Association and the Royal Dublin Society. The Guild exhibited 
at the 1904 St Louis World’s Fair, in the United States as part of the Irish Industrial Exhibition. The 
Guild became noted for their hand woven carpets and tapestries which incorporated Celtic knotwork 
and interlace. 
By 1908, Gleeson’s and the Yeats sisters’ relationship had become strained, with the Yeats sisters 
leaving Dun Emer with their private press, which they renamed the Cuala Press. Gleeson continued on 
as the Dun Emer Guild designing and creating textiles. By this time her two nieces, Kitty and Grace, 
along with Henry’s niece May Kerley, were all employed in the Guild as well as bookbinder Norah 
Fitzpatrick, and Máire Nic Shiubhlaigh. 

189. MILL, Hugh Robert. The Life of Sir Ernest Shackleton. Illustrated. London: William 
Heinemann, 1923. Demy octavo. pp. xv, 312. Black cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and on 
spine. Light foxing to prelims. A very good copy. Scarce. €125  

Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton (1874-1922), explorer, was born in Kilkea, County Kildare. After private 
education in Ireland he went to Sydenham, and thence to Dulwich College. He went to sea as an 
apprentice in the merchant marine in 1890. A desire for adventure, not unmixed with the hope of fame, 
led Shackleton to successfully apply for a post on the National Antarctic Expedition under Scott in the 
‘Discovery’. He led his own expedition in the whaler ‘Nimrod’ in 1907 and came within 97 miles of 
the South Pole. In 1914 he set out again on the ‘Endurance’ but she was beset in pack ice for nine 
months. Shackleton’s epic journey across treacherous seas to summon help, was truly one of the 
greatest feats of human endurance of the twentieth century. Tom Crean, later of The South Pole Inn, 
Annascaul, accompanied his fellow countryman on this expedition. Their ship was 200 miles from the 
nearest land, and 1000 miles from human assistance. Shackleton made a further Antarctic journey in 
1921, but died suddenly in South Georgia the following year. 

RARE LIMITED EDITION 
190. MILNE, Ewart. Forty North Fifty West. Cover and Six original Cuts including a Portrait of 
the Author all by Cecil Ffrench Salkeld. Dublin: The Gayfield Press, 1938. Royal octavo. First 
edition. pp. 54. Stiff white wrappers in pictorial dust jacket. Issued in an edition of 250 copies. A 
fine copy. €375  

A modern rarity. The edition was limited to 250 numbered copies of which the first fifty were 
numbered and signed by the author and artist. This copy is not numbered. 
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Ewart Milne (1903-1987) was an Irish poet who described himself on various book jackets as “a sailor 
before the mast, ambulance driver and courier during the Spanish Civil War, a land worker and estate 
manager in England during and after World War 2” and also “an enthusiast for lost causes – national, 
political, social and merely human”. 

 
See items 188, 190 & 191. 

191. [MISSEL] Missel Romain. Dalpayrat and Depelley Editeurs. Paris: Limoges, n.d. (c.1898). 
Tall slim 12mo. Bound in full calf to a panel design. Upper cover framed by a floral roll and 
double gilt fillets enclosing dark and tan panels flanked with gilt stars. Spine divided into six 
panels by five gilt raised bands, title in gilt direct in the second, the remainder with a gilt floral 
device; wide gilt doublures; moiré silk endpapers; red silk marker. Label of George Meynieu, 
Nantes, on verso of front endpaper. Minimal wear to spine-ends. A very attractive binding. €295  

Titles and text decorated with chromolithography decorations, similar to a Book of Hours, 
192. MOLYNEUX, William. Dioptrica Nova. A Treatise of Dioptricks, In Two Parts. Wherein 
the Various Effects and Appearances of Spherick Glasses, both Convex and Concave, Single and 
Combined, in Telescopes and Microscopes, Together with Their Usefulness in many Concerns of 
humane life, are explained. London: Printed for Benj. Tooke, 1692. Quarto. First edition. pp. 
[pi]4, B4, [second] B4, C-Z4, Aa-Qq4. Complete with initial imprimatur leaf, final advert leaf 
and 43 engraved plates. Modern full calf, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine. Professional 
repair to folds of some plates. Ex library, inscriptions and inoffensive neat stamps to title; stamps 
on versos of most plates, browning, a few headlines cropped. Overall, a very good copy of this 
exceptionally rare work. €8,750  

Wing M-2405. Sweeney 3058. ESTC R3440. 
Molyneux’s rare work, the first on optics published in English, includes Halley’s theorem for finding a 
lens’s focal length.  
William Molyneux (1656-1698), Patriot and Philosopher, was born at his father’s house in New Row, 
Dublin, educated at Trinity College where he graduated B.A. He went to London to study law at the 
Middle Temple in 1675, not all that interested in the subject, he spent most of his time at philosophy 
and applied mathematics. William returned to Ireland three years later and soon afterwards married 
Lucy Domville, daughter of the Irish Attorney-General. Along with Sir William Petty he formed the 
Dublin Philosophical Society, the forerunner of the Royal Irish Academy. He posed the famous 
question: “What knowledge of the visual world can a blind man have?” which baffled and fascinated 
many 18th century philosophers, including Bishop Berkeley. 
Political events became even more dramatic when James II, King of Britain, was deposed since he was 
a Roman Catholic. He fled from England to France in 1688, then crossed to Ireland landing at Kinsale 
in 1689. In Parliament the Acts of Settlement and Explanation were repealed and provision was made  
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for the restoration of expropriated Catholics. William and his younger brother Thomas Molyneux and 
other Protestant members of the Dublin Philosophical Society had both seen the trouble coming and 
had left Dublin in January 1689. Both Molyneux brothers went to Chester where they remained until 
December 1690. William III had landed in Ireland to oppose James and the people joined sides 
according to their religious affiliation. After his defeat at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, James fled to 
France, Molyneux returned to Dublin where he played a political role appointed a commissioner of 
army accounts. James’ Catholic supporters continued the fight until defeated at Aughrim and were 
forced to surrender in 1691 at Limerick. 
William Molyneux’s son Samuel Molyneux was born on 18 July 1689 while Molyneux and his wife 
Lucy were in Chester. Lucy remained in Chester with Samuel when her husband returned to Dublin in 
December 1690 but they followed him to Dublin in January 1691. Lucy sadly had only a few months 
left for she died on 9 May 1691. Molyneux had completed work on his book Dioptrica Nova while in 



Ca ta logue 144 

83 

 

Chester. Molyneux based this work on his discourses to the Dublin Philosophical Society delivered 
between 1683 and 1686 on the illusion of the different magnitudes of the horizontal and meridional 
moon, on double vision, and on why four glasses in a telescope show objects erect.  
The first part of the book consists of telescope optics, microscopes, and magic lanterns. It presents 59 
propositions, three of which were due to Flamsteed, and Molyneux acknowledges this. He had obtained 
Flamsteed’s permission to include them but somehow Flamsteed was displeased and their friendship 
came to an end at this point. It is probable that Flamsteed was upset that the manuscript was not shown 
to him prior to publication but entrusted instead to his rival Halley. The second part of the book 
contains miscellaneous material such as refraction and light, grinding lens for telescopes, how to find 
foci of lenses, testing a telescope, and the relationship between the focal lengths of the objective and 
the eyepiece. In an often quoted passage he writes: “I come now to the last thing proposed concerning 
telescopic-sights; and that is, to show the dioptrick-reason of their performance and exactness. ... Tis 
manifest by experiments, that the ordinary power of man’s eye extends no farther than perceiving what 
subtends an angle of about a minute, or something less. But when an eye is armed with a telescope, it 
may discern an angle less than a second. The telescope that magnifies distinctly the appearance of a 
body, magnifies also distinctly the appearance of extension, space, and motion through this space; so if 
the minute-hand of a watch, which can but just be perceived to move, be looked upon with a 
magnifying-glass, we shall see it give a considerable leap at every stroke of the balance. And thus 
likewise the slow diurnal motion of the sun or stars, which is hardly perceivable by the bare eye ... is 
most easily perceived through an ordinary telescope of 18 inches long: insomuch that we may 
determine to the greatest nicety and exactness, when a star passes just over the cross-hairs, even to the 
single beat of a second-pendulum. And let an object in the heavens rise never so little ... and the eye, by 
means of the eye-glass, perceives this motion, be it never so small.” 
The book brought Molyneux to the attention of Leibniz who refuted  Descartes’s explanation of 
refraction. It also led to a close friendship with John Locke, who took Molyneux’s criticisms and 
suggestions into account in the second edition of his ‘Essay on Human Understanding.’ 
The first edition is notably rare in commerce, having appeared at auction only twice in the past 46 
years. 

193. [MEATH MONEY ORDER] Order dated September 12th 1842 for payment of £68.1.6 
“two months after the date hereof … for value received in Rent out of the lands of the 
Ballinderry”. Endorsed, stamped and signed by Mr. Laurence Sheridan, Ballinderry, County 
Meath and by Robert Rynd.  €95  
194. MOORE, Thomas. Autographed letter signed from Thomas Moore, dated October 29th, 
1829, from King Street, St. James’s, London, to Rev. Millman, St Mary’s, Reading, with integral 
address panel and stamp. One page quarto. He writes about procuring books for Rev. Millman 
and on his calling card attached to the letter declines an invitation to dinner. Grattan’s signature 
on the address panel enabled the letter to be carried free of charge, an abuse of the privilege he 
had as a Member of Parliament. Small tear where wax seal was removed, otherwise in very good 
condition.  €475  

Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) English historian and 
ecclesiastic was born in London, third son of Sir Francis 
Milman, 1st Baronet, physician to King George III. Educated 
at Eton and at Brasenose College, Oxford, his university 
career was brilliant. He won the Newdigate prize with a poem 
on the Apollo Belvidere in 1812, was elected a fellow of 
Brasenose in 1814, and in 1816 won the English essay prize 
with his Comparative Estimate of Sculpture and Painting. In 
1816 he was ordained, and two years later became parish 
priest of St Mary’s, Reading. In 1821 he was elected professor 
of poetry at Oxford; and in 1827 he delivered the Bampton 
lectures on The character and conduct of the Apostles 
considered as an evidence of Christianity. In 1835, Sir Robert 
Peel made him Rector of St Margaret’s, Westminster, and 
Canon of Westminster, and in 1849 he became Dean of St 
Paul’s. He was elected a Foreign Honorary Member of the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences in 1864. 
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INSCRIBED FROM THOMAS MOORE 

195. MOORE, Thomas. The Loves of the Angels, A Poem. London: Printed for Longman ... 
and Brown, 1823. Large post octavo. First edition. pp. x, 148. Contemporary full calf, covers 
framed by blind floral rolls enclosing a gilt lyre in centre. Rebacked spine with six panels, 
divided by five gilt raised bands, title in gilt direct on second; burgundy endpapers; brown silk-
marker. Signed presentation copy from the author “To Emma Forster / from her very sincere 
friend / the Author / London / ... 1822.” With her engraved label on front pastedown. Minor wear 
to covers. All edges gilt. A very good copy. Rare. €685  
196. [MOORE, Thomas] Portrait of Thomas Moore. Mezzotint. Engraved by George Raphael 
Ward after a painting by George F. Mulvany. Published London and Dublin: Ward and Mulvany, 
1836. Proof - Chine applique. Image 30.5 x 24cms. Framed and glazed. In very good condition. 
Dedication to the Marquis of Lansdowne.  €285 

George Francis Mulvany (1809-69), painter and art 
administrator, was one of the three sons of Thomas 
James Mulvany. He was born in Dublin and studied at 
the RHA school and in Italy before embarking upon a 
prolific career as a painter of landscapes and subject 
pictures, executed chiefly in oils. He first exhibited at 
the RHA in 1827, where he continued to show paintings 
until the year of his death. He was made an associate of 
the RHA in 1830, and a full member in 1835, and 
succeeded his father as keeper (1845-64). In 1836 and 
1839 he contributed canvases to the exhibitions at the 
Royal Academy, London – respectively, ‘Infant 
Bacchus’ and ‘Various attractions, a scene in the 
Louvre’. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the Royal 
Irish Art Union, founded in 1839, and was instrumental 
in its campaign to found a national gallery in Dublin. 
When this was achieved, he was appointed director in 
1862, and in this capacity purchased some seventy 
paintings for the gallery, including many by baroque 
masters. Mulvany completed portraits of many 
distinguished figures of the time, notably the writers 
John Banim and Thomas Moore, Daniel O’Connell and 
the painter Sir Frederic Burton. 

197. MOORE, Thomas. The National Moore. Centenary Edition including the Airs of the Irish 
Melodies, National Airs &c. And a Memoir by J.F. Waller. With numerous engravings. Four 
volumes. London and Dublin: William MacKenzie, [1879]. Quarto. Original dark green pebbled 
cloth over bevelled boards. Upper covers with gilt and black ruled borders, four small medallions 
of gilt stars with the bard’s surname and connecting floral design in black decorated with 
Shamrocks; beautiful central large medallion stamped in red, gilt and green, Hibernia seated with 
harp on her knee. Flat spine with gilt title and decorations; cream endpapers. All edges gilt. A 
very handsome set. €175 
Another handsome edition of Moore.  
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See items 198 & 199. 

198. MORGAN, Sir T. Charles and Lady. The Book without a Name. By Sir Charles and Lady 
Morgan. Two volumes. London: Henry Colburn, Publisher, Great Marlborough Street, 1841. 
Crown octavo. pp. (1) vii, 355 (2) [iii], 357, [1 (errata)]. Half-title and frontispiece of Sir T.C. 
Morgan to volume one. Contemporary half calf over marbled boards. Spine divided into six 
panels by five gilt raised bands, title and volume numbers in gilt on contrasting morocco labels in 
the second and third, the remainder tooled with a gilt floral tool. Bookplate of The Thomas H. 
Schollenberger Collection on front pastedowns. Neat library institution blind-stamped on 
titlepage. Spine of volume one professionally restored. All edges sprinkled. Very good set. €475  

COPAC locates 6 copies only. 
Sir Thomas Charles Morgan (1783-1843) was an English physician and writer with an interest in 
philosophical and miscellaneous subject matter. His wife was the novelist Lady Morgan. 
He was accepted to the Royal College of Physicians of London in 1810. He married a Miss Hammond 
but she died in childbirth in 1810. Their daughter, Anne Hammond Morgan, survived. With his 
daughter, he moved to Ireland after his wife’s death where he took a post as physician to John 
Hamilton, 1st Marquess of Abercorn. Abercorn’s wife, the Marchioness Lady Anne Jane Gore, 
engineered an introduction to the Irish novelist Sydney Owenson who had become famous for ‘The 
Wild Irish Girl’. She was several years his senior.  
He was knighted in Ireland in 1811 and in January 1812 he married Miss Owenson, who would 
henceforth be known as Lady Morgan. After their marriage the couple lived in Barons Court, the 
Abercorn seat, before eventually moving to Dublin. 
From 1815 to 1817 the Morgans toured France and Lady Morgan subsequently published two historical 
works, France (1817), and Italy (1821), to which Thomas wrote appendices. These were popular works. 
They later shared credit for the present work enigmatically titled ‘The Book without a Name’. It was a 
collection of previously published articles and essays. Includes bibliographical references. 

LIMITED EDITION - ONE OF 250 COPIES ONLY 
199. MORRISON, Van. Keep ‘Er Lit. London: Faber & Faber, 2020. Demy octavo. First 
edition. pp. xix, [1], 242. Quarter blue cloth on orange papered boards. Edition limited to 250 
copies [No. 191]. A superb copy housed in an elegant orange cloth slipcase. €675  



De Búrca  Ra re Books 

86 

 

Keep ‘Er Lit is the second volume of Van Morrison’s collected lyrics containing one hundred and 
twenty songs from across his storied career. It contains love songs, work songs, songs about the pains 
and anxieties of existence, songs of consolation, songs about various kinds of spiritual quest and the 
realms of the mystical, and songs which deal with healing and reconciliation, both with the self and 
with others. Then there are the songs of memory and of childhood; songs about the natural world and 
about the perspectives it can provide on time. 

200. MURPHY, Rev. Denis. Ed. by. The Annals of Clonmacnoise being Annals of Ireland from 
the earliest period to A.D. 1408. Translated into English A.D. 1627 by Conell Mageoghagan. 
Dublin: University Press, 1896. First edition. Royal octavo. pp. ix, [3], 393, 4. Green cloth, title 
in gilt on spine. A fine copy. Very scarce. €165  

The original manuscript is lost and contrary to what the name suggests they were not compiled at 
Clonmacnoise. There were however three copies of an English translation made in 1627 by Conall or 
Conla Mageoghagan, of Lismoyne, County Westmeath, whom O’Clery calls “The industrious 
collecting Bee of everything that belongs to the honour and history of the descendants of Milesius, both 
lay and ecclesiastical, so far as he could find them”. The only explanation for the name is that they deal 
at length with the history of that country and include a detailed account of St. Ciaran. These Annals 
begin with the Creation and end with the year 1408. The author tells us that he made use of Eusebius, 
the Venerable Bede, and the works of the Irish Saints and Chroniclers. These Annals are more 
comprehensive in the earlier periods than the ‘Annals of Ulster’ or the ‘Annals of the Four Masters’. 

201. NOLAN, Joseph. The History and Antiquities of Glendalough. Dublin: McGlashan & Gill, 
1871. Post octavo. pp. 47. Green cloth, titled in gilt. Recased. A very good copy. Very rare. €145  

COPAC locates the BL copy only. NLI holds the Joly copy. 

  
See items 202, 203 & 204. 

202. O’BRIEN, Flann [Myles na gCopaleen] At Swim-Two-Birds. London: MacGibbon & 
Kee, 1960. Large post octavo. Second edition. pp. 315, [1]. Black papered boards, title in gilt on 
spine. A fine copy in near fine un-priced clipped dust jacket. €275  

Brian O’Nolan (1911-1966), novelist, journalist, short story writer, playwright and humourist was a 
native of Strabane, County Tyrone. He was better known by his pseudonyms Flann O’Brien, Myles na 
gCopaleen, but he also had other pseudonymic incarnations: Brother Barnabas, George Knowall, Count 
O’Blather, and John James Doe. His most celebrated novel  ‘At Swim-Two-Birds’ was published in 
1939, was hailed critically, and much relished by James Joyce, but it sold poorly. 
In 1960, the re-issue of  ‘At Swim-Two-Birds’ brought tremendous success, restored his confidence, 
and he went on to produce more best-selling novels. 
“One extremely funny one-man symposium on Irish literature. It shows as one of the very, very few 
books to have successfully drawn some kind of inspiration from Ulysses.” The Spectator. 
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HIS CULTURE-NEUTRAL NO-MAN’S LAND 
203. Ó BROIN, Leon. Revolutionary Underground. The Story of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood 1858-1924. Dublin: Gill, 1976. Large post octavo. pp. [viii], 245. Brown papered 
boards, title in silver on spine. A fine copy in pictorial dust jacket.  Scarce. €145  

This is the full history of the IRB tracing the fortunes of the organisation which had a two-fold 
objective: to act as a clandestine gingering element in all Irish nationalist circles, and to preside over 
the establishment by force of an independent Irish Republic. With special emphasis on the period 1916-
22, chiefly through the efforts of its greatest leader - Michael Collins. 

204. O’CONNELL, Rev. F.W. & HENRY, R.M. Ed. by. An Irish Corpus Astronomiae. Being 
Manus O’Donnell’s Seventeenth Century version of the Lunario of Geronymo Cortès, edited 
with introduction, translation, notes and glossary. London, Nutt, 1915. pp. xxxvii, 252. Green 
cloth, titled in gilt. Fine. €165  

SIGNED PRESENTATION COPY 

 
205. O’CONNOR, Batt. With Michael Collins in the fight for Irish Independence. London: 
Davies, 1929. pp. 195. Green cloth, titled in gilt. Signed presentation copy from the author to 
Molly Kerr. A very good copy. Extremely rare signed copy. €395  

Bartholomew ‘Batt’ O’Connor was born in Brosna on July 4th 1870. and was educated at the local 
national school. He worked with his father and brother as a stonemason and in 1893, emigrated to the 
USA. He returned in 1898 and moved to Dublin and in 1904 he branched out as a sub-contractor and 
began building houses. 
He joined the Gaelic League in Dublin and later the Irish Volunteers and was sworn into the IRB. 
During Easter 1916 he was sent to Kerry to await instructions about the Rising planned in the county. 
However upon hearing of the arrest of Sir Roger Casement and the loss of the German guns he returned 
to Dublin and was arrested by the police. He was taken to Kilmainham Jail where he was sentenced to 
be shot but was deported to Wandsworth Jail and later Frongoch prison camp in Wales. 
He formed a close friendship with Michael Collins after their release and helped him in re-organising 
the IRB network and the Sinn Féin organisation. O’Connor was entrusted with the gold collected from 
the Dáil loan and buried it under the concrete floor of his house. This was never found despite frequent 
raids during the War of Independence. O’Connor purchased 76 Harcourt Street for Michael Collins, 
following a raid on the Sinn Féin Office at No. 6. There he installed a secret recess for private papers 
and means of escape through the skylight. When the recess escaped discovery following a raid, he went 
on to construct hiding places in many of the other houses used by the movement. In 5 Mespil Road, 
Collins’ headquarters for over 15 months during the Irish War of Independence, O’Connor fitted a 
small cupboard in the woodwork beneath the kitchen stairs on the ground floor. Before leaving each 
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evening, Collins would hide his papers here. When it was finally raided in April 1921, it escaped 
detection.  
He was elected as a Sinn Féin councillor in 1920 and soon became chairman of the council which 
swore allegiance to Dáil Éireann. His various houses were used as safe-houses during the War of 
Independence and he himself was on the run throughout 1921. He persuaded Michael Collins to go to 
London to form part of the Anglo-Irish Treaty delegation. He remained a councillor for Cumann na 
nGaedheal after 1922 and was a joint treasurer of the party. He was elected to the Dáil in 1924 and 
remained a TD until his death in 1935. His funeral was attended by many of the then Fianna Fáil 
government. 
This work is the factual personal record of an active participant in the Irish Revolution. The author is 
recognized as having been one of Collins’ closest associates and his narrative covers the whole history 
of the movement from its earliest inception. 

206. O’CONNOR, Roger. Chronicles of Eri; being the 
history of the Gael Scot Iber: or, The Irish People. 
Translated from the original manuscripts in the 
Phoenician dialect of Scythian language. Two volumes. 
London: Phillips, 1822. pp. (1) xiv, [2], ccclxii, [ii], 91 
(2) [ii], 509, 3. Later half blue morocco over marbled 
boards, title in gilt on morocco labels on spines. 
Scattered light foxing as usual. Previous owner's 
bookplate on verso of frontispiece. A very good set. 
Very scarce.                                                            €275  
In 1822 O’Connor published The Chronicles of Eri, the book 
is mainly, if not entirely, the fruit of O’Connor’s imagination. 
Roger’s portrait is prefixed, described as ‘O’Connor Cier-
rige, head of his race, and O’Connor, chief of the prostrated 
people of this Nation. Soumis, pas vaincus.’ O’Connor is 
described as a man of fascinating manners and conversation, 
but Dr. Madden considers that his wits were always more or 
less disordered. Through life he professed to be a sceptic in 
religion, and declared that Voltaire was his God. He died at 
Kilcrea, County Cork, on 27 Jan. 1834. 
With engraved titlepage, portrait frontispiece, five folding 
maps and two folding plates (one hand coloured). 

 
207. O’CONNOR, Ulick. Michael Collins and the Troubles. Illustrated. Edinburgh & London: 
Mainstream, 2007. Octavo. Pictorial stiff wrappers. A fine copy. €35  
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See items 207, 209 & 210. 

208. O’CONOR, Matthew Esq. Military History of the Irish Nation, comprising a Memoir of 
the Irish Brigade in the Service of France; with an appendix of official papers relative to the 
brigade, from the archives at Paris. Dublin: Hodges and Smith, 1845. Medium octavo. pp. xi, 
421. Publisher’s mauve cloth, title in gilt on faded spine. A very good copy. Very rare. €145  

COPAC locates 10 copies only. WorldCat 2. 
A detailed history of those valiant Irishmen who filled the ranks of French and Spanish armies in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. High honours were bestowed on Bourke, Dillon, Mahony, and 
Lord Clare to mention but a few. The author covers the period 1550 to 1738 treating: The Campaign of 
Tyrone; Campaign of Sir Edward Stanley; Campaigns in the Service of France, Spain, Ireland (1690); 
Campaigns till the Peace of Ryswick; War of the Spanish Succession, etc. 
Matthew O’Conor, historian and lawyer was born in 1773 at Belanagare. He was the grandson of 
Charles O’Conor Don (1710-1791) the famed Irish antiquarian of the eighteenth century. His brother 
the Rev. Charles O’Conor (1767-1828), was a noted scholar and antiquary. Matthew O’Conor Don was 
educated for the priesthood in Rome, but changed his mind and became by profession a lawyer. He was 
highly regarded by fellow Irish scholars such as George Petrie and John O’Donovan. To the latter he 
gave unstinting aid during his field work in Roscommon for the Ordnance Survey; O’Donovan held 
him in very high regard, not only because of his historical efforts and political work, but also because 
of his noble descent and status as a Prince of the Royal Family of Connacht. In this he was not alone; 
during the Tithe War a large assembly of Roscommon Catholics unanimously elected him King of 
Connacht (in his absence) and sent word to him to meet them at Carnfree for the formal inauguration. 

THE O’CONOR CONTROVERSY 
209. O’CONOR, Roderic. Review of Mr. O’Conor’s Work, entitled “Memoir of a Controversy 
Respecting the Name Borne by the O’Connors of Ballintubber.” By a member of the Belanagare 
family. Dublin: James Duffy, 1859. pp. iv, 50, [1] (errata tipped in at preface). Printed green 
wrappers. Small stain to upper cover. A good copy. Extremely rare.                                      €285  

COPAC locating the BL copy only. WorldCat 1. 
This controversy arose after Mr O’Conor published three successive letters on the history of the family 
of O’Conor in the ‘Roscommon Messenger’. Subsequently, other letters appeared in the same journal, 
and on the same subject. This ‘Memoir’, purports to be a compact edition of the above-named letters: 
“hitherto scattered over a series of newspapers, but contains, in addition, copious notes and 
observations, emanating from the pen of Mr. Roderick O’Conor, and all intended to establish his view 
on the subject.” 

210. Ó CRIOMHTHAIN, Tomás. An t-Oileánach. Scéal a bheathadh féin. An Seabhac do chuir 
i n-eagar. With portrait frontispiece, plate and map. Baile Átha Cliath: Oifig an tSoláthair, 1929. 
An chéad chló. pp. 266. Foolscap octavo. Modern red cloth, title in black on original spine. 
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Riobard Ó Faracháin’s copy with his signature on front endpaper. Some pencilling. A very good 
copy. Scarce first edition. €175 

Tomas O’Crohan was born on the 
Great Blasket Island in 1865 and 
died there in 1937, a great master of 
his native Irish. He shared to the full 
the perilous life of a primitive 
community, yet possessed a shrewd 
and humorous detachment that 
enabled him to observe and describe 
the world. His book is a valuable 
description of a now vanished way 
of life; his sole purpose in writing it 
was in his own words, ‘to set down 
the character of the people about me so that some record of us might live after us, for the like of us will 
never be again’. 
His books are considered classics of Irish-language literature containing portrayals of a unique way of 
life, now extinct, of great human, literary, linguistic, and anthropological interest. His writing is vivid, 
absorbing and delightful, full of incident and balance, fine observation and good sense, elegance and 
restraint. 

“THE LIKE OF US WILL NEVER BE AGAIN” 
211. Ó CROHAN, Tomás. The Islandman. Translated from the Irish, with an introduction by 
Robin Flower. With portrait frontispiece of the author, other illustrations, and map of Blasket 
Islands and Mainland West of Dingle on endpapers. Dublin: Talbot Press, 1934. First English 
edition. pp. xiv, 324. Mauve cloth, titled in gilt. Wear to spine ends and corners., cloth faded, 
internally very good. €95  
212. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. The Topographical Poems of John O’Dubhagain and Giolla 
na Naomh O’Huidhrin. Edited with translation, notes, and introductory dissertations. Dublin: 
Printed for the Irish Archaeological and Celtic Society, 1862. pp. [vi] 64, 135, cxxxvii, 1 (errata), 
iv. Brown blind stamped cloth, title in gilt along spine. Spine professionally rebacked, new 
endpapers. A very good copy. Very scarce. €345  

John Ó Dubhagain (O’Dugan) was chief poet to the O’Kellys of Hy Many and his poem was originally 
contained in the Book of O’Dubhagain, called ‘Leabhar Ui Maine’ (Book of Hy Many). He was the 
author of ‘A Topographical and Historical Poem’, of eight hundred and eighty verses, beginning 
‘Triallam timcheall na Fodhla’ - (Let us go around Ireland). The poem gives the names of the principal 
tribes and districts in Meath, Ulster and Connaught (Leath-Cuinn), and the chiefs who lorded over 
them, at the time when Henry II, King of England, was invited to this country by Dermod Mac 
Moragh, King of Leinster. From the first line of this poem, and from the few ranns that this author has 
left us, on the districts of the province of Leinster, it would seem that it was his intention to have given 
a complete account of all the districts and chief tribes in Ireland; and it would be a cause of much 
regret, that he left unfinished so interesting a work, if it had not afterwards been taken up and 
completed by his contemporary, Giolla-na-naomh-O’Huidhrin. For the account of the ancient families 
of Leath-Mogha (Leinster and Munster) we are indebted to O’Huidhrin. His poem begins with ‘Tuille 
feasa ar Erinn óigh’- (An addition of knowledge on sacred Erin). According to the ‘Annals of The Four 
Masters’, Giolla-na-naomh, a learned historian, died in the year 1420. There are two copies of these 
poems in the library of the Royal Irish Academy; one in the handwriting of Cucocriche O’Clery, the 
other in the transcript of Duald MacFirbis’s ‘Genealogical Work’, made for the Academy by Eugene 
O’Curry. 
Poems in Irish and English; sixty-four page notes and introductory dissertations in English by John 
O’Donovan. The Index is entirely the work of the Rev. William Reeves, D.D. 

ORDNANCE SURVEY LETTERS 
213. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing Information Relative to the Antiquities of 
the County of Down. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1834. With  map. 
Bray: O’Flanagan, 1927. First edition. pp. Quarto. [iv], iv, 124. Green cloth, title in gilt on spine. 
Previous owner’s signature and bookplate on front free endpaper. Ticket of M. Caldwell 
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Bookbinder, South Frederick Street, Dublin on front pastedown. Only 75 copies were printed for 
each County. A very good copy. €325  

In 1829 our greatest antiquary, John O’Donovan was appointed to the staff of the Ordnance Survey of 
Ireland under George Petrie, a position left vacant on the death of Edward O’Reilly. It was his job to 
examine the ancient Irish manuscripts and records for the purpose of determining the nomenclature to 
be used on the maps. He travelled the length and breadth of Ireland and collected every scrap of 
information relative to the historic buildings and sites, often from the local historians and seanachies. 
This he recorded in a series of letters. These were published in 1927 in an edition of 75 copies for each 
of the counties surveyed. 

ORDNANCE SURVEY LETTERS 
214. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing Information Relative to the Antiquities of 
the County of Londonderry. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1834. With 
map. Bray: O’Flanagan, 1927. First edition. Quarto. pp. [iv], xliv, [1], 151. Green cloth, title in 
gilt on spine. Ticket of M. Caldwell Bookbinder, South Frederick Street, Dublin on front 
pastedown. Only 75 copies were printed for each County. A very good copy. €175 

 
FROM THE ORDNANCE SURVEY LETTERS 

215. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. The Antiquities of the County of Kerry. With introduction 
by John B. Keane. Illustrated. Cork: Royal Carbery Books, 1983. Demy octavo. pp. 266. Printed 
stiff wrappers. A very good copy. €75  
216. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing information relative to the Antiquities of 
the County of Dublin. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1841. Illustrated 
with maps and plans. Bray: O’Flanagan, 1927. First edition. Quarto. pp. iii, iv,  52, 23 (maps). 
Green cloth, titled in gilt. A very good copy. Rare. €175  
217. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing information relative to the Antiquities of 
the Counties of Sligo. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1836. Illustrated 
with maps and plans. Bray: O’Flanagan, 1928. First edition. Quarto. pp. [2], vi, 184 (maps). 
Green cloth, titled in gilt. From Gortnor Abbey Convent Library with their stamp. Spine-ends 
lightly frayed. A very good copy. Extremely rare. €375  
218. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing information relative to the Antiquities of 
the County of Donegal. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1835.  
Illustrated with maps and plans. Bray: O’Flanagan, 1927. Quarto. pp. xxxv, 152, + maps. Green 
cloth, titled in gilt. Spine rebacked. A very good copy. Extremely rare. €175  



De Búrca  Ra re Books 

92 

 

219. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing information relative to the Antiquities of 
the County of Fermanagh. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 1834/5. 
Illustrated with maps and plans. Facsimile reprint of the Bray edition (1927) which was limited to 
75 copies. 4to. pp. ix, 63. Qtr. buckram on paper boards. Fine. Extremely rare. €125  
220. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Letters Containing information relative to the Antiquities of 
the Counties of Armagh and Monaghan. Collected during the progress of the Ordnance Survey in 
1835. Illustrated with maps and plans. Facsimile reprint of the Bray edition (1927) which was 
limited to 75 copies. Quarto. pp. xxvi, 76, 8 (maps). Full buckram. Fine. Extremely rare. €175  
221. O’DWYER, Walter Meade. Autograph Letter Signed with printed coloured Irish flag, 
inscription “My Country” by Thomas Moore. Presented to John D. McGrath, who has shown his 
appreciation of the genius and patriotism of ‘Speranza’. Two pages octavo dated 1871. In very 
good condition.  €75  
222. O’FLAHERTY, Liam. The Wild Swans and other Stories. Frontispiece by P.V. Moon and 
a foreword by Rhys Davies. Being No. 10 of the Furnival Books. London: Jackson, 1932. Printed 
at the Chiswick Press. Royal octavo. pp. 60. Publisher’s note tipped in. Brown cloth, title in gilt 
on upper cover and spine. Edition limited to 500 copies (No. 317). Signed by Liam O’Flaherty on 
limitation page. Top edge gilt. A very good copy.. €175  
223. O’FLAHERTY, Liam. The House of Gold. London: Cape, 1929. Crown octavo. First. pp. 
352. Orange cloth, title in gilt on spine. A fine copy in near fine dust jacket. €275  

Liam O’Flaherty (1897-1984), novelist, was born in Gort na gCapall on Inishmore in the Aran Islands. 
His father was active in the Land League and his mother was descended from a family of Plymouth 
Brethren from County Antrim who had come to Aran to build lighthouses. Educated at Rockwell, 
Blackrock, and U.C.D. He abandoned his priestly studies and joined the Irish Guards as Bill Ganly, 
using his mother’s maiden name and served for a while in France during the First World War. He was 
invalided out and eventually returned to Dublin to take part in the Revolution. Afterwards he returned 
to London and began his writing career. 
In spite of the large number of novels and the immense and deserved success of some of them, 
particularly ‘The Informer’, O’Flaherty is best known as a short-story writer. O’Flaherty separated 
from his wife and daughter and suffered a number of nervous breakdowns due to his experiences in the 
trenches. 

 
See items 223, 226 & 227. 

LIMITED EDITION SIGNED 
224. O’FLAHERTY, Liam. The Ecstasy of Angus. London: Printed for Private Circulation at 
the Chiswick Press - Joiner & Steele, 1931. First edition. Crown quarto. pp. 43. Full green linen. 
Limited edition of 350 copies (No. 173). Signed and numbered by Liam O’Flaherty on limitation 
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page. Facsimile of the author’s signature blocked in gold on upper cover. Top edge gilt. Some 
occasional mild spotting as usual. Publisher’s flyer loosely inserted. A very good copy. Scarce.
 €375  

The story of the ever-youthful Angus, the God of Love. 
225. O’FLAHERTY, Liam. Insurrection. London: Gollancz, 1950. Crown octavo. First edition. 
Green cloth, titled in blue. A near fine copy in near fine unpriced-clipped dust jacket. €125  
226. O’HALLORAN, A.J. Was the Treaty of Limerick Signed on the Treaty Stone? With two 
maps and an illustration. Limerick: The Limerick Leader, n.d. (c.1942). Large post octavo. pp. 
24. Fine in pictorial stapled wrappers. Scarce. €135  
227. O’HART, John. Irish Pedigrees; or The Origin and Stem of The Irish Nation. Portrait 
frontispiece. In two volumes. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1989 reprint of 1892 (fifth) 
edition. pp. (1) xxxii, 896 (2) xxiii, 948. Green cloth, title in gilt. A fine set. €150  

John O’Hart (1824-1902), genealogist, was a native of Crossmolina, County Mayo. Although it was his 
wish to join the priesthood, family circumstances prevented this. He joined the Royal Irish 
Constabulary, but left after two years to take up a teaching post with the Commissioners of National 
Education. Included in this volume are the genealogies of many of the Huguenot families, the 
Protestant Refugees who were driven from their homes in the ‘Palatinate’ by the French during the 
reign of Louis XIV. There is also an excellent appendix containing lists of Irishmen who have served in 
the Spanish army, Austria, Irish Legion, Irish Brigade, Spanish Netherlands, with various lists of Irish 
and Anglo Irish families and descendants of the ‘Wild Geese’. 

228. O’KELLY, Seumas. Ranns & Ballads. With frontispiece by Jack B. Yeats. Dublin: The 
Candle Press, 1918. Large post octavo. pp. 47. Publisher’s note with errata tipped in. Quarter 
coarse linen on grey paper boards, title on printed label on upper cover. Edition limited to 450 
numbered copies. Mild wear to extremities. A very good copy. €185 

De Búrca 17. 
Seumas O’Kelly (1881-1918) was an 
Irish journalist, fiction writer, and 
playwright. Born in Loughrea, County 
Galway, O’Kelly was educated locally 
and began his career as a journalist with 
the Cork newspaper ‘The Southern 
Star’. He moved from that newspaper to 
the ‘Leinster Leader’ in Naas where he 
remained as Editor until he went to work 
in 1916 for ‘Nationality’, the Sinn Féin 
party newspaper. Michael O’Kelly more 
militant brother took over at the Leader 
in 1912, but was interned after the April 
1916 Easter Rising. Seumas returned to 
the Leader for a brief stint. There is a 
plaque in his honour outside the 
Leader’s offices which reads “Seumas 
O’Kelly - a gentle revolutionary”. He 
wrote numerous plays, short stories, and 
novels. His short story “The Weaver’s 
Grave” is among the most acclaimed of 
Irish short stories. A radio version of 
this, adapted and produced by Mícheál 
Ó hAodha, won the Prix Italia for Radio 
Drama in 1961. 
When Griffith and many other Sinn Féin 
activists were arrested and imprisoned in 
May 1918, O’Kelly returned to Dublin 
to edit the Sinn Féin paper ‘Nationality’. 
During the days after the armistice of 11 November 1918, a crowd of soldiers and women whose 
husbands were serving in the British army attacked the paper’s premises, which were also the 
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headquarters of Sinn Féin. As a result of these attacks O’Kelly suffered a cerebral haemorrhage which 
led to his death on 14 November 1918. His funeral turned into a major political demonstration and his 
status as a nationalist martyr led to the posthumous publication of many of his works. 

229. O’NEILL, Henry. Illustrations of the Most Interesting of The Sculptured Crosses of 
Ancient Ireland. Drawn to scale and lithographed by the author. With 37 plates. London: Trübner 
& Co. [For H. O’Neill, Fermoy, Ireland], 1857. Imperial folio. pp. [4], iii, [1], 12, 36 (plates). 
Half morocco on pebble-grain cloth boards. ‘Contents page’ from cover of original edition pasted 
on front free endpaper, along with publisher’s advertisement: “Less than 200 copies printed.” 
Spine divided into six panels by five wide gilt raised bands, title and author in gilt direct in the 
second and fourth. Light foxing to one plate. All edges gilt. A near fine copy. €4,750  

 
Henry O’Neill (1798-1880), artist and antiquarian, was born in Dundalk, Co. Louth, or possibly in 
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary, the only child of Henry O’Neill; his mother is said to have been a daughter of 
the prominent bookseller and publisher, Samuel Watson. Both parents died while he was young and he 
was looked after by his father’s sister, Sarah O’Neill, a haberdasher in South Great George’s Street, 
Dublin, who provided him with a good education. Henry was sent in 1815 to the Dublin Society’s 
schools, where he excelled, carrying off the first premiums in every class in which he competed. The 
Society recognised his ability by presenting him with a silver medal ‘as a reward for his industry and 
talents’. While he was studying art, Henry helped his aunt by designing patterns for lace and for 
embroidered shawls, and spent some time teaching drawing. After he fell out with his aunt, his 
mother’s family assisted him financially, and he appears to have spent some time around 1841 working 
in the library of TCD. 
He began to exhibit his work, mostly watercolours, at the Royal Hibernian Academy in 1835 and 
continued to do so until 1879. He was elected an associate of the Academy (1837) but resigned in 1844 
when he took offence at not being accepted as a full member the previous year. He painted some 
portraits, including one of the famous Dublin beggar ‘Zozimus’ (Michael Moran), and one of 
Bartholomew Lloyd. O’Neill had several of his landscape drawings published alongside those of 
Andrew Nicholl and the antiquary George Petrie in Picturesque Sketches of some of the Finest 
Landscapes and Coast Scenery of Ireland (1835); the same year the antiquarian artist W. F. Wakeman 
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adapted O’Neill’s drawings for his Fourteen Views in the County of Wicklow. O’Neill was, however, 
not particularly successful as an artist and left for London in 1847; still unsuccessful, he decided to 
enlist in the army, was bought out by some friends, and returned to Dublin. 
He is remembered especially for his Illustrations of the most interesting of the Sculptured Crosses of 
Ancient Ireland (1857), a well-illustrated account of several of the decorated Irish high crosses. O’Neill 
used these monuments as evidence for a sophisticated and distinctively Irish civilisation in ancient 
times. Other antiquarian works include The Fine Arts and Civilization of Ancient Ireland (1863) and 
several papers published in early volumes of the RSAI Journal. These show him to have been an 
intelligent man, working generally in the spirit of that new scientific and empirical antiquarianism 
usually associated with the names of George Petrie and John O’Donovan. In spite of this, however, 
O’Neill strongly disagreed with some of the conclusions reached by Petrie, preferring the more esoteric 
study by Henry O’Brien of the Irish round towers to Petrie’s prize-winning essay.  
O’Neill’s work, especially that on high crosses, shows signs of the influence of the developing Celtic 
revival movement. His patriotism was not confined to his antiquarian work: he was a member of the 
Repeal Association founded by Daniel O’Connell, and made a painting of O’Connell and his fellow 
prisoners in Richmond gaol in 1843. He later produced a series of lithograph portraits of the Young 
Irelanders; in 1868 he published an anti-landlord pamphlet entitled ‘Ireland for the Irish’, which 
appeared in at least two editions. It is possible that his political views adversely affected sales of his 
work, and he was noted for being rather argumentative in his dealings with other scholars and learned 
bodies. However, in April 1878, when O’Neill was in his eightieth year, seriously ill and in poverty in 
Dublin, a committee of titled and respectable art patrons was formed to help him and his wife and 
family. The committee included Lord Talbot de Malahide a prominent antiquarian, and Sir Arthur 
Guinness, a Tory, as well as Sir Robert Kane, a catholic scientist and educationist. 

IN CELTIC REVIVAL BINDING 
230. O’NEILL, Moira. Songs of The Glens of Antrim. 
Edinburgh: Blackwood, 1912. Crown octavo. pp. x, 61. 
Title printed in red and black. Bound in a Celtic revival 
style full brown morocco; recently bound in full brown 
buckram with original upper cover laid on. Top edge gilt. 
A rare survival of the Celtic Revival.                         €275  
231. O’SULLIVAN, Florence. The History of Kinsale. 
With illustrations and folding maps. Dublin: James Duffy 
& Co., 1916. pp. [x], 240. Green cloth, titled in gilt. 
Previous owner’s inscription on front pastedown. A very 
good copy. Scarce first edition.                                  €145  
Early Tribulations - The Building of the Town Walls; The 
Trade of the Colonists-England’s Jealousy of the Colonists’ 
Trade - Repression and Destruction - The Town Constitution 
Powers of the ‘Sovereign’; Kinsale under the Tudors - The 
Geraldine Rebellion; The Landing of the Spaniard - Historical 
Review; The Siege of Kinsale - O’Donnell’s Famous March 
Southward - Carew Checkmated; The Siege - Taking of Castle 
Park; The Siege, continued - Don Juan’s Answer to the 
Summons to Surrender - Location of Besiegers identified by 

Present Day References - Desperate Sally by Besieged; Approach of O’Neill; The Battle of Kinsale - 
Scene of the Encounter - Defeat of O’Neill; O’Donnell sets out to Exile - His Death in Spain - “Lament 
of Hugh Roe “ - Exile of O’Neill and O’Sullivan; End of the Siege of Kinsale - Surrender of D’Aquila 
- Articles of Composition - O’Sullivan-Beare’s Resolve to Defend Dunboy; Erection of Fort at Castle 
Park - Kinsale and Trinity College Library; The Rebellion of 1641 - Bennett’s History of Bandon 
Calumnies Refuted - Cromwell’s Visit to Kinsale; The Restoration Period - Proclamation of Charles II 
- Rejoicing in Kinsale - Erection of Charles Fort; James II. - Landing at Kinsale - Popular Rejoicing 
The Patriot Parliament of 1689; The Second Battle of Kinsale (1690); England’s Legislative Dealing 
with Ireland’s Trade - Kinsale’s Industries - Comparison with Bandon; Interesting Family Records - 
The Galwey Family - The Roches, etc. 
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232. O’SULLIVAN, M.D. Old Galway. The History of a Norman Colony in Ireland. With maps 
and illustrations. Cambridge: Heffer and Sons, 1942. First edition. pp. x, 488. Green cloth, title in 
gilt on spine. A very good copy in repaired dust jacket. Scarce. €195  

The chapters include: Founding of the Colony, 1230-1333; The City State, 1333-1560; The Anglo-Irish 
Town, 1560-1585; The Objective of Spain, 1585-1603; Towards Alliance with the Natives, 1603-1625; 
In the National Camp, 1625-1643; Insurrection, 1643-1651; Defeat, 1651-1652; Surrender and the 
Aftermath, 1652-1659; The Municipality; Relations with the Central Government; Relations with the 
Natives; The Church; Trade; Town Finance and Public Services; Manners and Customs - Games and 
Past-times; Culture; List of Authorities. 

233. O’SULLIVAN, Samuel. College Recollections. London: Printed for Longman, Hurst, 
Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, 1825. Crown octavo. pp. iv, 283, [1]. Contemporary half calf on 
marbled boards, title in gilt on green morocco label on spine. Wear to extremities. Name cut from 
top margin of titlepage. A very good copy. Very rare. €875  

NSTC 2O5928. 
Samuel O’Sullivan (1790-1851), Church of Ireland clergyman, elder 
brother of Mortimer, was born at Clonmel in 1790, and educated with 
Mortimer at the Clonmel Endowed School. He attended protestant 
services with his schoolmaster, and was powerfully attracted by the 
liturgy. When he obtained a scholarship at Trinity College, Dublin, in 
1814 (having first matriculated in 1812), he was entered as a member of 
the Church of England. He graduated BA in 1818, MA in 1825, and BD 
and DD in 1837. He was an active member of the university historical 
society, and was awarded the medal for the best speaker in debates. He 
was ordained in 1818, serving initially as curate of St Catherine’s, 
Dublin, and at the same time chaplain of the Marshalsea, Dublin. In 1827 
he succeeded Dean Le Fanu as chaplain to the Royal Hibernian Military 
School in Phoenix Park, a position he held for the rest of his life. His time 
was chiefly devoted to literary pursuits. His first work, published in 1816, 
argued that the course of English history in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries manifestly displayed the agency of divine providence. It greatly 
impressed his contemporaries. He contributed to ‘Blackwood’s 
Edinburgh Magazine’ and to ‘Fraser’s Magazine’, and wrote extensively for the ‘Dublin University 
Magazine’. Towards the end of his life, in 1850, he compiled and published a well-received 
explanation of the catechism of the Anglican church. He died at the Royal Hibernian Military School in 
1851 and was buried in the churchyard at Chapelizod.  
The recollections of a student of Trinity College Dublin in the early 19th century. Under a mask of 
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anonymity he reveals the salacious and tragic escapades of his contemporaries, including the profligate 
Lorton. We can see, for example, that Waller is Charles Wolfe, the Irish poet and clergyman who 
graduated from the college in 1814. Sidney is O’Sullivan’s brother. An Idler is Rev. Mortimer 
O’Sullivan. Each chapter concerns another of his fellows, their behavior at university and their 
subsequent fates. At the rear of the book is a chapter ‘The Last Night of the Historical Society.’ 

234. OTWAY, Caesar. Sketches in Erris and Tyrawly. With a map and other illustrations. 
Dublin: William Curry, 1841. pp. xvi, 418. Crown octavo. Contemporary half calf on marbled 
boards, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine. Spine lightly faded. A very good copy. Very 
scarce. €375  

 
Rev. Caesar Otway (1780-1842) protestant clergyman, travel writer, and antiquary was born in 
Tipperary and educated at T.C.D. He became a Church of Ireland chaplain, and with Joseph Henderson 
Singer founded the ‘Christian Examiner and Church of Ireland Magazine’ in 1825 and edited it for the 
following six years. With George Petrie he founded the ‘Dublin Penny Journal’ in 1832 and wrote 
under the name of ‘Terence O’Toole’, beside his more frequent pseudonym ‘O.C.’ 
In the early summer of 1838, in order to visit the colony on Achill Island established by Edward 
Nangle, with support from Otway himself, he travelled to the west of Ireland and on his return 
published his ‘Tour in Connaught’’, which contains descriptions of Clonmacnoise and of pilgrimages 
to Croagh Patrick and Achill. In his writings Otway is vehemently anti-Catholic while fascinated by 
Irish folk customs and warmly sympathetic to the Irish peasantry. 
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In the preface to the present volume Otway relates that this is a continuation of his ‘Tour in 
Connaught’, and “a fulfilment of an engagement to my publishers to supply them with a description of 
Erris.” He tells us that he received a lot of information from various people including Archdeacon 
Verschoyle, Lieutenant Henri who as commander of the coast-guard station resided in Erris for 
nineteen years and also from George Crampton, agent to Mr. Carter, one of the great landed proprietors 
of Erris. He also refers to  William H Maxwell’s ‘Wild Sports of the West,’ and Mr. Knight for his 
wonderful work on the history of Erris. 

235. PEACHAM, Henry. Coach and Sedan. Reprinted from the Edition of 1636. The 
Haslewood Books. London: by Printed for Frederick Etchells and Hugh MacDonald at Ia 
Kensington Place W.8., 1925. Royal octavo. pp. [60]. Limited edition of 625 copies of which this 
is No.328. Bound in naive full morocco binding with coloured onlays of red, yellow, blue, green, 
grey, and brown, depicting coach and sedan, title in gilt direct along spine; fleur-de-lys and three 
dots in gilt; chequered red and green hand-made endpapers; red and gold endbands. Bookplate of 
Knobel on front pastedown and his signature on front free endpaper. An attractive copy. €385  

The original 1636 edition was published anonymously. Entered in the Stationers’ register for Feb. 9, 
1636, as written by Henry Peacham. 

 
See items 235 & 236. 

236. MacPIARAIS, Pádraic. Bodach an Chóta Lachtna. Baile Átha Cliath: Connradh na 
Gaedhilge, 1906. Post octavo. First Edition.  pp. 72. Yellow pictorial wrappers, printed in black. 
Previous owner’s signature on upper cover. A very good copy. €85  

O’Hegarty 49. 
237. MacPIARAIS, Pádraic Íosagán agus Sgéalta Eile. Padraic Mac Piarais do Sgriobh. 
Beatrice Elvery do Mhaisigh. Baile Atha Cliath: Connradh na Gaedhilge, n.d. pp. 117, [1] 
including vocabulary. Post octavo. With four colour plates. Stapled pictorial wrappers. Previous 
owner’s signature on titlepage. Spine professionally restored. A good copy. €65  

The contents include four stories: Íosagán (Little Jesus), An Sagart ( The Priest), Bairbre (Barbara) & 
Eoghainín na nEan (“Eoineen of the Birds”) plus a 23 page Vocabulary. The book is illustrated in 
colour by Beatrice Elvery, 

238. PEARSE, Padraig H. Original photographic of Padraig H. Pearse. The portrait of Pearse 
was taken in 1914 at the famed portrait studios of Rockwell Photo Studio in New York City 
during a fund raising trip for St. Enda’s. This is a contact print struck from the original negative - 
the striking image is very sharp. 140 x 100mm. Mounted. In fine condition.  €1,250  

On September 8, 1908, Patrick Pearse opened St Enda’s College, Ireland’s first bilingual, lay Catholic 
school for boys (day and boarding) at Cullenswood House,  Dublin. The project was pioneering in its 
promotion of child-centred education, creativity and personal development, and liberal teaching 
methods. 
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Pádraig Pearse went to New York in February 1914 to raise funds for St. Enda’s School (Scoil Éanna), 
his School where Irish language, history, mythology and culture were taught. He visited John Devoy 
and the Irish-American lawyer John Quinn. 

  
See items 237, 238 & 239. 

239. [PEARSE, Patrick] The Home-Life of Padraig Pearse. As told by himself, his family and 
friends. Edited by his sister Mary Brigid Pearse. Illustrated with family portraits. Dublin: Browne 
& Nolan 1934. pp. 167. Crown octavo. Black cloth, titled in green on upper cover and along 
spine. Top edge green. A very good copy in rare repaired dust jacket. Rare. €245  

After Mrs. Pearse died in 1932 there were legal difficulties over her Will and over the royalties on 
Patrick Pearse’s writings. These led to problems between the two surviving daughters, Margaret and 
Mary Brigid. When Mary Brigid published this book in 1934, Margaret claimed some of the proceeds 
as having legal title to Patrick Pearse’s autobiographical material. Mary withdrew the book from 
circulation, thus making it rare. 

240. PILKINGTON, Mrs Laetitia. Mezzotint. Mrs Laetitia Pilkington. Richard Purcell fecit. 
After Nathaniel Hone. With manuscript note from Mrs. Pilkington to the publisher Mr. Cadell. 
19.5 x 25cms. With separate hand written inscription from Mrs Pilkington to a Mr Cadell & Coy. 
discussing the settlement of her debt “he will be kind enough to deliver unto the hands of Mr. 
Noble the remaining Copies of  her  Poems as she has no method of discharging her Debt to that 
gentleman ... .” In very good condition.  €1,250 
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Laetitia Pilkington (c.1709-1750) 
was an Anglo-Irish poet. She was 
born of two distinguished families: 
Her father, Dr. Van Lewn, was an 
eminent  physician, obstetrician, and 
eventually the president of the 
College of Physicians for Ireland, 
while her mother was the niece of Sir 
John Meade. She was born either in 
Cork, where her parents lived at their 
marriage, or Dublin, where they 
moved by 1711. In her teenage years 
she married Matthew Pilkington in 
1725, a priest in the Church of 
Ireland, who bought to the marriage 
all of his worldly possessions, a 
harpsichord, a cat, and an owl. The 
couple were introduced to Jonathan 
Swift at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Dublin, in 1725. Her literary 
acquirements made her intimate with 
Dean Swift, of whom at one time she 
was a great favourite, and who, she 
said, was the father of her son 
William. Swift later procured an 
English chaplaincy for her husband 
in London. The Dean later had 
reason to regret their friendship. 
Later the Pilkingtons were divorced. 

The ensuing scandalous divorce finally succeeded in alienating Swift; he had stood by the Pilkingtons 
against the advice of friends, but now condemned both, Matthew as “the falsest rogue and she the most 
profligate whore in either kingdom” (Correspondence, v, 95). Her scandalous ‘Memoirs’ were 
published in Dublin in 1748 and are a valuable source for their anecdotes of Swift, which document 
much of what is known about Jonathan Swift. 

“BOOKSELLERS - THE TRUE PATRONS OF LITERATURE” 
241. [PLEASURE TOURS] The Pleasure Tours in Ireland. With a map, an itinerary on a new 
plan, &c. &c. Edinburgh: Printed for John Thomson. London: Baldwin, Cradock & Joy. Dublin: 
Cumming & Wakeman, 1825. Crown octavo. pp. xiii, [1], 258, 96 (Itinerary), 97-101 (Index). 
Contemporary half red morocco over marbled boards, title in gilt direct on spine. Minor wear to 
extremities. A very good copy. Very rare. €575  

COPAC locates 3 copies only. The NLS copy lacking map. WorldCat 2. Not in Bradshaw or Gilbert. 
The bookseller and publisher John Thomson dedicated this work to the ‘Booksellers in the Kingdom of 
Ireland’ and states “Dr. Johnson, Gibbon the historian, and many others, said truly, that Booksellers 
were the true patrons of literature ... This Book on the Beauties, Antiquities, Political Institutions, &c. 
&c. of Ireland, contains a variety of information, which can only be found in a number of volumes; and 
it is here arranged on a new and methodical principle, that the traveller may have before him a monitor 
of everything interesting, as he passes along, on the right or left, or on the road on which he travels”. 
The tours included: Dublin; Belfast to Giant’s Causeway; Mountains of Wicklow; The Lakes of 
Killarney. There are also chapters on the Statistics of Ireland and Speeches of Mr. Canning and Mr. 
Peel on the great question of Catholic Emancipation. 

242. PRAEGER, Robert Lloyd. Irish Topographical Botany. Compiled from original material 
by R.L. Praeger. With large folding maps, depicting Ireland in forty botanical divisions, progress 
of the field work, petrographical and orographical divisions. With bibliography and tables. 
Dublin: Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. Third Series. Volume VII.,  1901. pp. 
clxxxviii, 410. Demy octavo. Green cloth over bevelled boards, title in gilt on spine. Complete 
with all maps. Ex lib with bookplate and stamps. Top edge gilt. A very good copy. Scarce. €235  
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Robert Lloyd Praeger (1865-1953) was one of the most productive of Ireland’s natural historians. Son 
of William Praeger of the Hague, a linen merchant, and Maria Patterson of Belfast, he was born in 
Holywood, County Down. His interest in nature was aroused when, as a child, he took part in the 
activities of the Belfast Naturalists’ Field Club. After graduating in engineering from Queen’s College 
(now Queen’s University), Belfast, he began his career as a civil engineer with Belfast City and District 
Water Commissioners. In 1893 he joined the staff of the National Library in Dublin and in 1920 
became chief librarian. 

243. PRAEGER, Robert Lloyd. The Way That I Went. An Irishman in Ireland. With 
illustrations and large folding map. Dublin: Hodges, Figgis, & London: Methuen, 1937. First 
edition. Super royal  octavo. pp. xiv1, 394. Dark blue cloth, title, author and publisher in gilt on 
spine. Armorial bookplate of the Marquess of Headfort on front pastedown. Previous owner’s 
signature on front endpaper. Top edge trimmed. Light wear to extremities. A very good copy. 
Scarce. €125  

After more than eighty years ‘The Way That I Went’ remains the finest topographical guide to the Irish 
countryside. Perhaps the reason for this is that it was written not as a guide but rather as an outstanding 
man’s memories of a land which he had known and loved for seventy years. 
Includes multi-folding map at rear, 38 plates and 12 text illustrations. 
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244. [PRESBYTERIAN CATALOGUE] Descriptive 
Catalogue of the Publications of the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, with Priced Alphabetical Index. Philadelphia: 
No. 1334 Chestnut Street, 1871. First edition. pp. 508. Plum 
coloured cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and on spine. Spine 
slightly sunned. A very good copy.                                  €265  

No copy located on COPAC. 
First edition of this rare, and well annotated catalogue for the 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, detailing 1106 bound volumes 
written by the Presbyterian Church’s professors and scholars, 
together with collections of psalms, hymns, music books, 
children’s picture books, catechisms, spelling books, readers, 
cards and engravings. The Board of Publication’s aims were not 
only to counteract the tremendous spread and influence of the 
American Sunday School Union publications flooding the 
American market in the post-Civil War era, but also to ensure 
doctrinal purity for Presbyterian Sunday Schools and church 
members. 

245. [PRISONER’S FUND] Fete in Aid of Irish Republican 
Prisoners’ Dependents’ Fund. September 29th-October 9th, 
1921. Souvenir Programme. Illustrated. Dublin: O’Loughlin, Murphy & Boland, n.d. (1921). 
Crown octavo. pp. [32], including adverts. Pictorial wrappers, with portrait of Éamon de Valera 
on front cover. Staples rusted, some foxing. A very rare pamphlet. €275  

 
In the foreword President De Valera states: “The dependents of our soldier dead, and of our prisoners, 
are a sacred charge ... Fears for what might become of their dear ones were the only fears that troubled 
our heroes’ souls as they faced the sacrifice.” 
Mrs. Margaret Pearse headed the committee. There were numerous stalls each with the name of the 
republican fallen. The event included a ceilidh, brass and reed bands, fife and drums and pipers. There 
was also sports events including girls and boys races, tug-o-war, trotting, a donkey darby and pony 
races. The numerous names of committee members and participants enhanced the historical value of 
this rare pamphlet. 
With portraits of: Commandant McKeown, T.D. ‘The Blacksmith of Ballinalee,’ and medallion 
portraits of Griffith, Collins, Brugha, O’Connor, de Valera, Countess Markievicz, McNeill, Duggan, 
O’Kelly, and Barton. 
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SIGNED PRESENTATION COPY TO MICHAEL YEATS 

246. RAINE, Kathleen. Yeats, The Tarot and the Golden Dawn. Second edition. Revised. By K. 
Raine. Dublin: The Dolmen Press, 1972. Royal octavo. First edition. Publisher’s printed 
wrappers, as issued. This copy is signed and dedicated by Kathleen Raine to Michael Yeats “to 
whose generosity in allowing the author access to the treasury of unpublished material in his 
possession, the author is so happily indebted” dated August, 1972. A good copy with an excellent 
provenance. €275  

This illustrated study is a development of a lecture delivered to the Yeats International Summer School 
at Sligo, on August 16 1968 and originally published in 1972. 

247. RAWSON, Thomas James, Esq. Statistical Survey of the County of Kildare, with 
Observations on the Means of Improvement; drawn up for the consideration, and by direction of 
The Dublin Society. With large folding map of the county, folding table, single-page map, and 
other plates. By T.J. Rawson. Dublin: Printed by Graisberry and Campbell for the Dublin 
Society, 1807. Large post octavo. pp. xv, [3], xlviii, 237. Modern quarter green morocco on 
green marbled boards, title in gilt along spine. All edges marbled. A very good copy. €675 

 
Plates and maps included are: Abbey Tower, Naas; Round Tower at Kildare;  Moore Abbey; Rheban; 
Abbey at Castle-Dermot; Crosses at Castle-Dermot; Major Taylors Map of the County of Kildare; Map 
of the Grand Canal and the Adjacent Country; Map of the Grand Canal with vignette; Machine for 
Lifting Hay or Corn or Stones from Quarry. 
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248. ROWAN, Archibald Hamilton. Autographed Letter Signed from Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan to Samuel Parkes. Two pages quarto folded, with address panel, stamped. Dated at 
Leinster Street, 16th October, 1822. Interesting letter in which he mentions his valued friend  
John Hancock of Lisburn who forwarded “to me your very polite letter of 8th June, with his set 
of your valuable Chemical Catechism ... That which you addressed to the Royal Irish Academy 
(my name having been erased in 1798).” He discussed some other essays communicated by 
Parkes to the R.I.A. and the Dublin Literary Society and further states that he gave them to 
Samuel Litton, Esq. M.D. member of the Committee of Polite Literature for printing. He also 
relates that he has been elected Vice President of the Society “on the death of Mr. Curran.” 
Curran defended him in his trial. Professionally conserved. In fine condition.  €950  

Archibald Hamilton Rowan (1751-1834) was the son of Gawen Hamilton of Killyleagh Castle, County 
Down, and Lady Jane Rowan Hamilton. In 1784, he joined the Killyleagh Volunteers (a militia group 
later associated with radical reform) under his father’s command, and in 1790 he was a founding 
member of The Dublin Society of United Irishmen with William Drennan and Theobald Wolfe Tone. 
He was jailed for seditious libel, but escaped to Paris (where he befriended Mary Wollstonecraft), but 
the Thermidorian Reaction to the French Revolution proved too tumultuous, and he moved on to 
Philadelphia, then Wilmington (Delaware), over many years, descending from riches to rags, weary of 
travel, and unable to return to Ireland. His wife was his most loyal and determined advocate, and 
through her efforts he was able to move to Hamburg (where he was finally reunited with her and their 
10 children), and eventually London. He did not return home to Ireland until 1806, but he returned as a 
hero.  
He had bookish interests: there was a printing press at his house at Rathcoffey which in 1793 turned 
out a pamphlet; he turned his hand to lithography after returning from exile; he was listed in Watson’s 
Almanac for 1819 as a member of the committee of the Dublin Library Society; and the auction 
catalogue of part of his library removed from Rathcoffey after his death listed 941 lots. Another interest 
was chemistry - laboratories were installed at Killyleagh, Rathcoffey and at the house he bought in 
Leinster St., Dublin, backing on the premises of the Dublin Society, of which he was a member. 
Killyleagh was improved by the erection of mills and two new streets to house workers. Similarly 
Rowan took a benevolent interest in manual workers elsewhere whether Dublin lamplighters or silk-
weavers. An accomplished oarsman, Rowan was a man of striking physique who ‘might have served as 
a model for a Hercules, his gigantic limbs conveying the idea of almost unnatural strength; his 
shoulders, arms and broad chest were the very emblems of muscular energy’ (Barrington, Pers. 
sketches, ii, 113). 
Samuel Parkes was a British manufacturing chemist, now remembered for his Chemical Catechism, an 
educational work on chemistry, discussing various basic to advanced questions on the subject. 

249. [ROYAL PRIMER] Improved Royal Primer containing Easy Lesson. Frontispiece of John 
Philpot. With woodcut illustrations. Dublin: Printed by Warren, 21 Upper Ormond Quay, n.d.  
pp. 47. Square 24mo. Original orange wrapper. In very good condition. Extremely rare. €575  

COPAC locates the BL copy only. WorldCat 1. NLI holds the Dix copy. 
The British Library gives date of publication circa 1860. 
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250. [RUTLAND FOUNTAIN] The Rutland Fountain Merrion Square, Dublin. Engraved in 
aquatint. By Joseph C. Stadler (Fl. 1780-1815) after John James Barrollet. With dedication to Her 
Grace Mary Isabella, Duchess of Rutland. 41 x 49.5cms. Old repairs. Framed and glazed. An 
attractive item.  €300  

 
(National Gallery NGI 11643 purch. 1909). 
The Rutland Fountain stands on the west side of Merrion Square facing the National Gallery built in 
1791-1792 from plans designed by the architect Francis Sandys. The principal sculpture has been 
missing for many years. 
The fountain built for the use of the poor of the city of Dublin, was erected to commemorate a former 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Charles Manners (1754-1787), 4th Duke of Rutland. As MP for Cambridge 
University (1774-1779), he vehemently opposed the taxation of America. He was appointed the 
Viceroy or Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in 1784, before he had reached the age of thirty and was one of 
the best to have held that high office. 

251. RYAN, Desmond. The Man Called Pearse. Dublin: Maunsel and Roberts, 1923. pp. [vi], 
130. Green cloth, title in gilt on upper cover and on spine. Newspaper cutting dated 2nd March 
1964 featuring the author ‘Forty years a-writing’ on front free endpaper. A very good copy in 
repaired dust jacket. Scarce. €145  
252. RYAN, Desmond. The Rising. The Complete Story of Easter Week. Dublin: Golden Eagle 
Books, 1966. Fourth edition. pp. [vi], 276. Green papered boards, title in gilt on spine. With map 
of Dublin, Easter 1916, on endpapers. A fine copy in dust jacket. €60  

The full story of The Rising from the beginnings in the Secret Councils of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood and the foundation of the Irish Volunteers through the tense controversies of Easter Eve 
and the tangles of Casement’s mission to Germany, the first shots at the gates of Dublin Castle and the 
fighting in the G.P.O. and the other locations in Dublin. 
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FOR THE CHILDREN OF DUBLIN’S POOR 
ILLUSTRATED BY JACK B. YEATS & OTHERS 

253. [SAINT ULTAN] Leabhar Ultáin. The Book of Saint Ultan. A collection of pictures and 
poems by Irish artists and writers, compiled and arranged by Katherine MacCormack with 
numerous illustrations. Dublin: The Candle Press, and Sold for the Benefit of Saint Ultan’s 
Hospital by Martin Lester, Ltd., 78 Harcourt Street, 1920. Quarto. pp. 32, 8 (plates). Brown stiff 
wrappers. A very good copy of a most attractive book. €175 

 
Designed and printed under the direction of Colm O Lochlainn, and sold for the benefit of St. Ultan’s 
hospital by Martin Lester (i.e. Bulmer Hobson). With eight tipped-in plates by Jack B. Yeats, A.E., 
Paul Henry, Grace Henry, Patrick Tuohy, Mary Duncan, Estella F. Solomons and Cecil Salkeld.  
Illustrations in text by Maud Gonne, Anna Griffin, Evelyn Gleeson, Lily Williams, W. MacBride and 
Beatrice Elvery. Poems by An Craoibhín (Douglas Hyde), Susan L. Mitchell, Nancy Campbell, 
Seumas O’Sullivan, Beatrice Elvery, Joseph Campbell, Alice Milligan, Nell Byrne, Thomas Bodkin, 
Geraldine Plunkett, and Katherine MacCormack. 
This book was listed as item 126, in the Catalogue of the Sixth Exhibition - The Arts and Crafts 
Society of Ireland 1921. 
St. Ultan’s, in Charlemont Street, Dublin, was the hospital opened in 1919 and founded by Dr. 
Kathleen Lynn, to cater for the children of Dublin’s poor.  
Kathleen Florence Lynn (1874-1955) was an Irish Sinn Féin politician, activist and medical doctor. She 
was born in Mullafarry, County Mayo, to a Dublin Church of Ireland family and educated in England 
and Germany before graduating as a doctor in 1899 from the Royal University of Ireland. 
An active suffragette, labour activist and nationalist, Lynn was a member of the Irish Citizen Army and 
chief medical officer during the 1916 Easter Rising. For her part in the rising she was imprisoned in 
Kilmainham Gaol, with her friends Constance Markievicz, Madeline ffrench-Mullen and Helena 
Moloney. In 1923 Lynn was elected to Dáil Éireann as a Sinn Féin Teachta Dála for the Dublin County 
constituency at the 1923 general election. She lost her seat at the June 1927 general election. 
Lynn’s medical career was defined by her work at Saint Ultan’s Hospital for Infants, which she 
established in Dublin in 1919, with a group of female activists. Colm Ó Lochlainn was on the 
organising committee. Lynn’s work with Dublin’s inner city poor had convinced her of the need for a 
hospital to provide medical and educational facilities for impoverished mothers and infants. Earlier in 
her career Lynn has experienced discrimination in applying for hospital position due to her gender, and 
Saint Ultan’s was the only hospital in Ireland entirely managed by women. Saint Ultan’s Hospital grew 
rapidly, and from 1937 became the centre for BCG vaccination in Ireland. The hospital closed in 1984. 
Lynn lived in Rathmines from 1903 to her death in 1955, sharing her home with her friend and 
confidante Madeline ffrench-Mullen. She died in  September 1955, and is buried in the family plot at 
Deansgrange Cemetery. In acknowledgement of the role she played in the 1916 Rising and the Irish 
War of Independence, she was buried with full military honours. 
Lynn’s personal diaries for the period 1916-1955, and the administrative papers of Saint Ultan’s 
Hospital are held by the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland archive. 
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WITH SPEECH BY AENEAS MACDONNELL AT MAYO ABBEY 
254. SCHEFFMACHER, Johann Jakob. The Polemic Catechism of John James Scheffmacher, 
Quondam Lecturer of Controversial Theology in the Cathedral Church of Strasbourg. Lately re-
printed by the Charitable Book Society in France, and now Respectfully Offered to the Good 
Sense of his Fellow-Countrymen, in a Translation, by their Devoted Servant, William Coppinger, 
Roman Catholic Bishop in the Diocese of Cloyne and Ross. An Appendix: on the Ancient 
Religious and Literary Establishments in Ireland. Cork: John Hennessy, French-Church Street 
Press, 1830. 12mo. pp. xii, 180, + errata. Modern brown buckram, title on printed label on upper 
cover. A very good copy. Exceedingly rare. €375  

COPAC locates 4 copies only. WorldCat 1. 
Johann Jakob Scheffmacher (1668-1733) was a Jesuit theologian from Alsace. His 
“Controverskatechismus, published in Cologne in 1723, is the origin of the work here translated by 
Bishop Coppinger. The Appendix, which consists of 20 printed pages, records a long speech made by 
the Barrister, pamphleteer and Catholic activist, Eneas (Aeneas) MacDonnell, at a meeting in Mayo 
Abbey in July 1826. He outlines the history of Irish missions and men of learning disseminating 
Christian knowledge, science, and civilization through England, Scotland and large parts of continental 
Europe. He exhorts the English people and administration to recognise the literary endeavours of these 
Irish scholars and contribute to making amends for previous neglect by improving schools for the 
Catholic sections of the population. He called to his MacDonnell cousins in nearby Carnacon. 
Eneas MacDonnell (c.1783-1858) barrister, pamphleteer, and agent of the Catholic Association was 
born at Westport, County Mayo. Educated at Tuam and Maynooth. He was called to the Irish bar in 
1810, whereupon he began practising on the Connacht circuit. He entered politics at Castlebar, where 
on 17 September 1810 he gave a lengthy address which was published in the Dublin Evening Post, to a 
Mayo county meeting called to promote a petition for catholic relief. Until 1815 he was editor of the 
Cork Mercantile Chronicle; he then set up, in the interest of the Catholic Association, the Dublin 
Chronicle. It was ‘a spirited but never a very influential newspaper’ (Inglis) and, as the only Dublin 
paper not receiving a government subsidy, lasted two years (June 1815 to August 1817). MacDonnell’s 
ownership of the Dublin Chronicle brought him a conviction for libel in the court of king’s bench (May 
1816), which may have hastened the paper’s demise and the decline of the Catholic Association. He 
was also imprisoned in 1828 on an action taken by Archbishop Trench of Tuam. A prolific pamphleteer 
and advocate of the Catholic Association which he represented in London as parliamentary agent. Lord 
Norbury seeing him leave Archbishop Troy’s house said: “There’s the pious Eneas coming from the 
‘sack’ of Troy”. 
Bishop William Coppinger (1753-1830) was born in County Cork, the son of Stephen and Joanna 
Coppinger. Prohibited by the Penal Laws from obtaining a liberal education at home, he studied 
successfully on the continent. He considered a military career and applied for a commission in the 
French army, but dissuaded by some friends, decided instead to train for the priesthood at the Irish 
College, Paris. He was ordained in 1780. Coppinger returned to Ireland becoming a curate at his home 
parish, and then parish priest first at Carrigaline, and then at Passage in County Cork. In 1786 Bishop 
Francis Moylan of Cork named Coppinger vicar-general of the diocese, and shortly thereafter arranged 
for Coppinger to be appointed coadjutor to Bishop Matthew McKenna of Cloyne. McKenna was not 
pleased that he had not been consulted. Coppinger was consecrated a bishop in 1788, and succeeded to 
the See in 1791. As Bishop of Cloyne and Ross, Dr. Coppinger, served as a trustee of Maynooth 
College upon its establishment in 1795. He was a strong opponent of the Veto giving the crown a say 
in episcopal appointments. He opposed the Irish Rebellion of 1798, partly due to the anti-religion ethos 
of the French Revolution which inspired it, and partly because he believed that the government was 
attempting to provoke the people. With the failure of the French Expédition d’Irlande, Coppinger 
issued a pastoral letter in 1797 urging his clergy to offset “the suggestion of designing men” and 
“confound the malice of agitators”. 
He stood up for the rights of Catholics, in opposing the 1800 Act of Union, and tithes tenant farmers 
were forced to pay. Bishop Coppinger supported Daniel O’Connell’s, Catholic Association, whose 
methods he approved of. 

255. SCULLY, Reginald W. Flora of County Kerry. Including the Flowering Plants, Ferns, 
Characeae, &c. With six plates and a coloured folding map. Dublin: Hodges, Figgis, 1916. pp. 
lxxxi, 406. Original green blind-stamped cloth, title in gilt on spine. Ex libris National Library of 
Scotland with stamp on half title. New endpapers. Top edge gilt. A near fine copy. €775  
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Dr. Reginald W. Scully (1858-1935) took the medical course at the Royal College of Physicians in 
Dublin, but did not practise. His interest in botany was stimulated by A. G. More. He was a man of 
retiring disposition, and acquired his knowledge of Irish flowering plants more by study and field-work 
than by participation in the scientific life of Dublin, where he resided for most of his life, making long 
summer sojourns especially in Kerry. He was co-editor with Colgan of the second edition of ‘Cybele 
Hibernica’, but on the latter fell the brunt of that laborious undertaking. His ‘Flora of Kerry’ is, for 
fullness and critical accuracy, one of the best books on Irish botany that has appeared. In later years he 
went to live at Rushbrooke near Cork, and, though retaining to the last a keen interest in the flora of 
Ireland and especially of Kerry. 
The ‘Flora of County Kerry’ was the first botanical survey of the county, compiled over a period of 25 
years. In the research and field work Scully was assisted by Maude Delap. Contents: History of the 
Flora; Physical Features, Geological Sketch; Climate; Characteristics of the Flora; Influence of Soils on 
Plants; Vertical Range of the Species; Division of County for Botanical Purposes - District I. 
Glanarought, 2. Dunkerron South, 3. Iveragh, 4. Dunkerron North, 5. Corkaguiny, 6. Magunihy, 7. 
Trughanacmy, 8. Clanmaurice, 9. Iraghticonnor; Plan of Flora and General Explanations. 

TIGHE OF ROSSANA COPY 
256. SECKER, Thomas D.D. Four Discourses On Self-Examination, On Lying, On Patience, 
And On Contentment : By Thomas Secker, D.D. Late Archbishop of Canterbury. With Some 
Alterations, to make them better understood by Persons of all Ranks. Dublin: Printed for W. 
Gilbert, No. 26, Great George’s-Street, 1777. pp. 60. Contemporary full sheep. Repair to spine. 
Inscribed on front pastedown ‘for Willm Tighe Esqr. / Rossana / E. Tighe / 9 August 1782.’ A 
fine copy. €375  

ESTC T182710 with 2 copies in NLI only. 

SENCHAS MÁR 
ANCIENT LAWS OF IRELAND 

257. [SENCHAS MÁR] Facsimiles in Collotype of Irish Manuscripts, I: The Oldest Fragments 
of the Senchas Mar from Ms. H. 2. 15 in the Library of Trinity College. With descriptive 
Introduction by R.I. Best and Rudolf Thurneysen. With descriptive introduction. Dublin: S.O. 
1931. Large quarto. pp. xv, 56. Half buckram on linen boards, title in gilt on spine.  Edition 
limited to 360 copies.  A very good copy.  Rare. €575 
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The collection of Old-Irish law texts called Senchas Már have unfortunately come down to us only in 
fragments.  The title ‘Senchas Mar’ according to John O’Donovan was inscribed on these folios by 
Dubhaltach Mac Fhirbhisigh (1585-1670). The origin of part of the original manuscript was from the 
Law School of the noted learned family of the MacEgans at Duniry in South-East County Galway. 
Eugene O’Curry ascribed the date of the early part of the manuscript to 1300, with additional folios 
from a later period. 

258. SEOIGHE, Mainchin. The Story of Kilmallock. With maps, one coloured and numerous 
other illustrations. Limerick, Kilmallock Historical Society, 197. Crown octavo. First edition. 
Red papered boards, titled in gilt. A very good copy in pictorial dust jacket. €75  

The author, a native of Bruree lectured widely on local history and the Irish language and had a column 
appearing in the ‘Limerick Leader’ for over fifty years. Some of his early works appeared under the 
English form of his name, Mannix Joyce. 

LORD CLONCURRY’S COPY 

ETRUSCAN BINDING BY WILLIAM M’KENZIE OF DUBLIN 
259. SHAKESPEARE, William. An Index to the Remarkable Passages and Words Made Use of 
By Shakspeare; Calculated to Point Out the Different Meanings to Which the Words are Applied. 
By Rev. Samuel Ayscough. London: John Stockdale, 1790. Medium octavo. pp. [iii], 1084-1752. 
Bound by William M’Kenzie in contemporary sprinkled calf. Covers framed by a floral chain-
link roll enclosing in the centre an Etruscan vase within an oval neo-classical background and 
with a repeated floral border; board edges hatched; gilt floral turn-ins. Flat spine divided into six 
panels by double gilt fillets and dotted lines; author, title and publisher in gilt on contrasting red 
and green morocco labels in the second, fourth and sixth. Tools include McKenzie no. R2, R9, 
R13 (McDonnell and Healy pp 299-301 - ‘Gold Tooled Bookbindings Commissioned by Trinity 
College Dublin in the Eighteenth Century’.). There are two other tools which are not identified 
by McDonnell and Healy. The present binding represent the typical style of McKenzie, who 
favoured green, yellow, pink, red, grey, white and black splash-marbled endpapers. Spine 
professionally rebacked preserving original, repair to corners. Lord Cloncurry’s copy with the 
Lyons bookplate on front pastedown. Some minute traces of old worming, some surface wear. A 
remarkable and rare Irish binding. €1,650 

William McKenzie (1772-1817), bookbinder, bookseller and 
printer was the son of Benjamin McKenzie of Manor Street. He 
was apprenticed to William Gilbert, bookbinder, bookseller, and 
auctioneer in S. Great George’s Street. In 1783 William married 
Sara Hallhead, widow of William Hallhead (for whom he had 
also worked), at St. Andrew’s Church. He took over the bindery 
at 63 Dame Street, which had already some fine bindings to its 
credit. Throughout that year he advertised his business in ‘The 
Dublin Evening Post’ and ‘The Volunteers Journal’ giving his 
address as “at the College-Arms, No. 63 Dame-street”. The 
advertising had a positive result as he later thanks his clients for 
their patronage. In 1785 McKenzie’s warehouse in Blackamoor 
Yard, College Green, was destroyed by fire despite the efforts of 
Sheriff Jenkin and College students. The books were insured for 
£600, which was paid only after litigation. In the following year 
he sold Trinity College a 1480 edition of ‘The Nuremburg 
Chronicle’. 
After 1768 several of the master binders, while still 
maintaining their binderies, also became active in the field of 
bookselling. The more astute of them must have realized that 
the increase in the cost of leather and in journeymen’s wages 
made it impossible for them to live on the proceeds of binding 
alone. Josiah Sheppard, William Gilbert and George Burnett 
joined the company of the booksellers. William Hallhead, 
William McKenzie and John Halpen, among others, who were 
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trained as binders and worked as such from their initial appearance on the Dublin book scene, 
published and sold as well as bound books. 
McKenzie was cleared by a jury in July, 1787, in a trial of a Mr. Leathley for assault. He had 
discharged an apprentice related to Leathley, who demanded return of the fee, after attacking him with 
a small sword. 
McKenzie  was printer and bookseller to the University and in 1791 he printed the College Statutes and 
signed a receipt of payment on May 3 for 200 copies at 1s 1d and 250 fine copies at 1s 7.5d. Most of 
his bindings were lavishly tooled on the spines, and like most of his contemporaries, he chose to ticket 
some bindings which were not always his best. We have only come across one other example of an 
Etruscan style binding from this renowned bindery: ‘Shakespeare’s Works’, with the Lyons bookplate, 
now in the Maddock Collection. William moved to 7 Merrion Row in 1811, and died there in January, 
1817. 
This is the third volume of Stockdale’s compilation of the works of Shakespeare and is complete in 
itself. Samuel Ayscough was a librarian and index-maker at the British Museum. Until Ayscough 
brought out his ‘Index’ in 1790 there was no concordance to Shakespeare. This was a speculation on 
the part of the publisher, John Stockdale, who paid two hundred guineas for the index, which was 
specially designed to accompany his edition of the ‘Dramatic Works,’ in 2 volumes. In this excellent 
compilation the words are arranged alphabetically with the lines in which they occur, then the name of 
the play, and in five separate columns the act, scene, page, column and line. The last three particulars 
of course refer only to the edition of 1790, but the index may be made to serve any other text. 
Provenance: From the library of Lord Cloncurry with his armorial bookplate. 

260. SHAKESPEARE, William. The Plays and Poems of William Shakspeare. In sixteen 
volumes. Collated verbatim with the most authentick copies, and revised : with the corrections 
and illustrations of various commentators; to which are added, an essay on the chronological 
order of his plays; an essay relative to Shakspeare and Jonson; a dissertation on the three parts of 
King Henry VI. An historical account of the English stage, and notes; By Edmond Malone. 
Dublin: Printed by John Exshaw, No. 98 Grafton-street, 1794. Contemporary full catspaw calf, 
title and volume number in gilt on contrasting red and blue morocco labels. From the library of 
Anthony Lefroy of Carrig-glas with his armorial bookplate on front pastedowns. Light wear to 
extremities and spines. A very good set. Exceedingly rare in commerce. €2,450 

 
COPAC locates 11 copies. WorldCat 5. ESTC T138592. 
Edmond Malone (1741-1812), Shakespearean scholar, editor of the works of William Shakespeare and 
author, was born in Dublin, to Edmond Malone Sr. MP of the Irish House of Commons and Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas in Ireland, and Catherine Collier, the niece of Robert Knight, 1st Earl of 
Catherlough. He was first educated at Ford’s school in Molesworth-street (with Robert Jephson, 
Marquis of Lansdowne, General Blakeney and many who subsequently became distinguished), and 
then passed on to Trinity College. Malone excelled at his studies, “an exemplary student, naturally 
diligent, consistently at the top of his class”, and was awarded with books stamped with the College 
Arms. In the very first examination, of four in the academic year, he shared top honours with James 
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Drought and John Kearney who later became Fellows of the College. In 1763 he entered the Temple, 
and three years afterwards we find him travelling in France. He was called to the Irish Bar, and for a 
time rode the Munster circuit, but his leanings were towards literature and he gradually yielded to the 
charms of a literary life, and in 1777 settled permanently in London. Remaining unmarried to the last, 
almost his whole life was devoted to the study and elucidation of Shakspeare. His essays on the history 
of the stage, his biography of Shakespeare, and his attack on the genuineness of the three parts of 
Henry VI, were especially valuable. His editorial work was lauded by Burke, criticised by Walpole and 
damned by Joseph Ritson. It certainly showed indefatigable research and proper respect for the text of 
the earlier editions. The result of these labours came to fruition in 1790 with a new edition of 
Shakspeare in eleven volumes octavo. This was followed by this sixteen volume Dublin edition in 
1794, and in 1821, some years after his death, another edition, in twenty one volumes, was edited by 
his friend James Boswell. 
He was a prominent member of “The Club,” and was consequently intimate with Johnson, Burke, 
Charlemont, and the best men of his time. “Of Malone it is not, perhaps, very high praise to say that he 
was without doubt the best of the commentators on Shakspeare. He is, compared with his predecessors, 
more trustworthy in his assertions, more cautious in his opinions, and more careful to interpret what he 
found in the text than to substitute his own conjectures. But he belonged to an age when the merits of 
Shakspeare were not properly appreciated; and he is, like the rest of his brethren, cold and captious. He 
was of a critical school which, to a great extent, is fortunately extinct.” 
After twenty-three years’ residence in England we find him advising his Irish friends against voting for 
the Union. Intimate with men high in power, his influence was courted on both sides - by Lord Clare as 
well as by the members of the opposite party. Two of his correspondents lost their appointments for 
following his advice. Mr. Malone died, principally from over study and sedentary habits in 1812. Lord 
Sunderlin, his brother, buried him by the family mansion at Baronstown in Westmeath. 
Although it is stated to have been his wish that his splendid library and manuscripts should go to 
Trinity College, where he had been educated, Lord Sunderlin made it over to the Bodleian at Oxford, in 
the belief that it would there be useful to a larger number of persons than if sent to Ireland. His 
biographer says: “His countenance had a most pleasing expression of sensibility and serenity ... He 
wore a light blue coat, white silk stockings, and I think buckles in his shoes. His hair was white, and 
tied behind.”  
Volume 16 includes an alphabetical index, to serve the purposes of a glossary to the works of 
Shakspeare, and the contemporary dramatick writers: containing references to all the words and 
phrases in his plays and poems, which have been explained or illustrated in the preceding notes. 
Illustrated with plates engraved by H. Brocas and P. Halpin. 

261. SHAKESPEARE, William. The Complete Plays. Six volumes. London: The Folio Society, 
1988. Royal octavo. Sumptuously bound by Hunter & Foulis in full oasis crimson morocco, 
covers framed by double gilt fillets, gilt fleur-de-lys in corners. Spines divided into six panels by 
raised bands with three gilt dots; turn-ins ruled in gilt with double gilt fillets and gilt fleur-de-lys 
in corners; comb-marbled endpapers; maroon and white endbands; maroon silk markers. All 
edges gilt. A superb set in wooden display case. €1,500  

Set in Baskerville type at Oxford University Press. Printed on fine book wove paper at the Bath Press, 
Avon. With fine Cockerill endpapers. A magnificent set. 
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262. SHARPE, Richard. Medieval Irish Saints’ Lives: An Introduction to Vitae Sanctorum 
Hiberniae. Oxford: University Press, 1991. Octavo. pp. xi, 427. Blue buckram, titled in gilt. A 
fine copy in dust jacket. €165  

This is a study of three important late medieval collections of saints’ Lives. The manuscripts, written in 
Latin and, for the most part, relating to the lives of Irish saints, have never before been subject to 
critical examination. Richard Sharpe’s pioneering analysis addresses such questions as when and where 
the Lives were compiled, and from what sources they derive. Dr Sharpe sets his own treatment of the 
collections within the wider context of Irish hagiographical studies. Formidable research underpins his 
lucid exposition and resolution of complex problems of historical and linguistic evidence. 

263. SHEEHY, Maurice. When the Normans came to Ireland. Cork: Mercier Press, 1975. 
Foolscap octavo. pp. 106. Pictorial wrappers. A very good copy. €25  

When the Normans came to Ireland they established a political structure that was to last almost eight 
centuries. At no time during that long period did the political structure even loosely reflect the native 
identity. From the first days of the occupation there are signs of divergence. Despite an identifiable 
contribution at an earlier age to European medieval culture, and indeed to some Christian institutions, 
the Ireland into which the Anglo-Norman crusade came in the twelfth century was culturally isolated 
from the rest of the world. The contemporary description of the Irish as an alien people represents not 
only the view from the neighbouring island but also the opinion of the leading European administrators 
who came into contact with them. The crusade itself, which we usually call the Norman invasion, was 
regarded as a distinctly Christian venture. 

264. [SINN FEIN] Sinn Féin Rebellion Handbook, Easter 1916. A 
complete and connected narrative of the Rising ... the Fighting ... the 
Great Fires ... Names of Persons Interred ... Lists of Prisoners ... 
Special Map Printed in Colours (Illustrating the Area of Fighting) ... 
Despatches of Sir John Maxwell and Viscount French … Report of 
Public Trials, etc. With numerous portraits. 1917 Issue. Dublin: 
Weekly Irish Times, 1917. Royal octavo. pp. xvi, 286. Original pink 
printed wrappers. Label of Fred Hanna laid on upper cover. Usual 
fraying to corners. Repair to spine. A very good copy. Scarce.    €175  
Excellent reference work, listing all those killed and wounded on both sides 
during The Easter Rebellion, those who were sentenced and interned 
afterwards. 
265. [SINN FEIN REVOLT] An Illustrated Record of the Sinn Féin 

Revolt, April, 1916. Illustrated. Dublin: Printed and Published by Hely’s Limited, n.d. (1916). 
pp. [34]. Oblong quarto. Pictorial wrappers. Cover dusty. A very good copy. Very scarce. €125  

 
Not in Carty. 
Story of the Rising, with a good range of photographs, documents, and diary of principal events. 

266. [SLIGO, LEITRIM, and NORTHERN COUNTIES RAILWAY] Report of Directors. 
Statements of Accounts and Statistical Returns of the Sligo, Leitrim, and Northern Counties 
Railway Company for year ended 31st December, 1931.  To be submitted to the proprietors at the 
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Annual General Meeting to be held at Ramsay’s Hotel, Sligo, on Friday, the 25th day of 
February, 1932, at One o’clock p.m. With railway map of the line between Enniskillen and 
Ballysodare. Enniskillen, Sligo, Leitrim & Northern Counties Railway Company, 1932. Large 
folio. pp.  18. Very good in stapled printed wraps as issued. Very rare. €275  

The Directors included: Captain George Hewson, Dromahair; H. Campbell Perry Esq., Union Place 
House, Sligo; and The Right Hon. Lord de Freyne, Frenchpark, Co. Roscommon. 

WITH AUTOGRAPHED POSTCARD BY GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
267. SMITH, Charles T. APSA. A System of Education and 
Faith. London: Watts, 1937. First edition. Demy octavo. pp. 
xxix, [3], 581. Blue cloth, titled in gilt. Loosely inserted is an 
autographed stamped addressed postcard from George Bernard 
Shaw to the author, Charles T. Smith, dated 6.11.37. Shaw 
enquires “What is Apsa ? It missed me just as you conjecture 
because I was on the move ... and my people were afraid to send 
me any more books. People send me tons of them ... I shall 
apply myself to Apsa immediately and apologetically. / GBS.” 
A fine copy.                                                                         €475  

Interestingly the stamp used by Shaw on the postcard was that of 
King-Emperor, Edward VIII who abdicated a year earlier in 
October, 1936! 

THE BEST EDITION WITH NUMEROUS  
ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM THE CROKER & CRAWFORD MSS 

268. SMITH, Charles. The Ancient and Present 
State of The County and City of Cork. Containing a 
natural, civil, ecclesiastical, historical, and 
topographical description thereof. Edited by Robert 
Day and W. A. Coppinger. Reprinted from the C.H. 
& A.S. with numerous additional original notes from 
the Croker and Crawford Mss. Illustrated with 
numerous folding maps (one coloured) and plates. 
Two volumes. Cork: Guy, 1893. pp. (I) xii, 512, [8 
(index)] (II) iv, 354. Contemporary half morocco, 
spine divided into five panels by thick gilt raised 
bands, title in gilt on green morocco labels. All 
edges sprinkled. Spines evenly faded. A very good 
set of the scarce and best edition.                     €650  
In 1744 Smith, a Dungarvan apothecary, with the 
collaboration of Walter Harris published a history of 
County Down. That work, the first extended Irish 
county history ever published, proposed in its preface a 
series of similar histories, and so led to the 
establishment of the Physico-Historical Society for the 
gathering of materials for such a topographical series. 
Smith undertook his native Waterford as well as Cork 
and Kerry, and several other works either appeared 
under their auspices or as a result of their efforts (e.g. 
Barton’s Lough Neagh). 
Smith explains in his preface how it was hoped that a 
greater knowledge of the natural resources of the 

country would promote a greater exploitation of them and so encourage the growth in population. “The 
strength of a state is not to be computed by the extent of a country, but by the number and labour of the 
inhabitants”. Ireland he felt could easily support eight times its contemporary population. With detailed 
descriptions of the topography, history, families and antiquities of the county. 
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AUSTIN STACK’S COPY WITH NOTE TO KAY BUCKLEY 

269. [STACK, Austin] St. Ives. Being the Adventures of a French Prisoner in England. By 
Robert Louis Stevenson. London: William Heinemann, 1919. 12mo. pp. viii, 383. Green cloth, 
gilt decorated spine. Inscribed on front fly-leaf  ‘A. de Staic / Cill Maighneann, 19 Samhain 
1923’. Loosely inserted is a colourful Brian O’Higgins Christmas card with a manuscript note 
from ‘Una Bean A. de Staic’, to ‘Caitlin’ [Kay Buckley], from Seabank, the Stack family home, 
dated 19 Dec. 1944, with an original envelope to Mrs. Stack; and a framed portrait print of 
Austin Stack. €485  

Austin Stack (1879-1929), revolutionary, was born at Ballymullen, Tralee, County Kerry and educated 
at the local C.B.S. At fourteen he became a solicitor’s clerk. He later captained the Kerry team that 
won the All-Ireland football final in 1904. Joining the I.R.B. in 1908, as Commandant of the Kerry 
Brigade of the Irish Volunteers he co-ordinated the landing of arms by Roger Casement at Banna 
Strand. He was arrested and sentenced to death, which was commuted to penal servitude for life. Stack 
was released with the general amnesty of 1917 and was elected Sinn Féin M.P. in the following year. 
Between 1919 and 1922 he was at different times Minister for Home Affairs, Finance and Defence. He 
opposed the Treaty of 1921, fought with the Republicans in the Civil War, was captured in 1923 and 
went on hunger strike for forty-one days before being released in July, 1924. Caitlin in the letter was 
Kay Buckley, formerly known as Caitlin Ni Bhuachalla. 

270. STACPOOLE, Duke de. Irish and Other Memories. Illustrated. London: Philpot, 1922. 
First edition. pp. xi, [1], 275. Olive-green cloth, title and author blind-stamped on upper cover 
and in gilt on spine. From the library of Baron Marcus Rosenkrantz with his armorial bookplate 
on front pastedown. Mild foxing to prelims as usual. A fine copy. €125  

The contents include: County Galway - Absentee Landlords - Edward MacEvoy - The Tichborne; The 
Blaxers - East Galway Hounds - The Dublin Horse Show - Punchestown and Fairy House Races - 
Meath Ward Hunt - The Shelbourne Hotel - Some Irish Ladies in the Eighties - Ballinasloe Fair; A Bog 
and its Uses - Grouse and Woodcock Shooting - Tobacco Growing - Flax-Growing - Romance and 
Superstition - Fairies - Ghosts - The Shanachus. 
The Duke de Stacpoole had in his study in Mount Hazel a set of old prints which showed his descent 
from Sir Richard de Stacpoole of Stacpoole Court in Pembrokeshire who came from Normandy with 
William the Conqueror. 
Provenance: From the library of Baron Marcus Rosenkrantz of the well-known Danish, Norwegian, 
and Swedish noble family of Rosenkrantz. The family is known since the 14th century and belongs to 
the old nobility. It has played a prominent role in Denmark and Norway, its members having been 
estate owners as well as high officials. 

271. STEENSON, Martin Moore. A Bibliographical Checklist of the Work of Harry Clarke. 
Illustrated. London: Books & Things, 2003. Royal octavo. First edition. pp. 126. Signed by the 
author. Fine in pictorial wrapper. €50  

FINE IRISH BINDING BY WILLIAM HALLHEAD 
272. STEPHENS, Thomas. Ed. by. Publii Papinii Statii Sylvarum libri V. (Achilleidos libri II.). 
Cum notis ad marginem commentarii vice, quas undecunque collegit Thomas Stephens, scholae 
Buriensis moderator. Cantabrigiae [Cambridge]: Apud T. Buck celeberrimæ Academiae 
typographum A.D. 1651. Post octavo. pp. [16], 128, 127-163, [8], 48, [2]. Interleaved copy. Both 
title pages framed within woodcut ornamental border, and with title page ornaments consisting of 
two rows of three type ornaments. Woodcut initials, head and tail-pieces. Final errata leaf. 
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Bound by William Hallhead of Dublin in full green morocco, 
covers framed by double gilt fillets and a wide gilt floral 
border [Hallhead R1 & R11 (McDonnell and Healy p. 297 - 
‘Gold Tooled Bookbindings Commissioned by Trinity 
College Dublin in the Eighteenth Century’)]. Flat spine 
divided into panels by quadruple gilt fillets, title in gilt on red 
morocco label in the second, the remainder decorated with 
gilt floral tools; board edges and turn-ins hatched in gilt; 
comb-marbled endpapers; green and gold double endbands. 
Wear to head of spine. All edges gilt. Very good copy.€1,350  

Wing S5336. ESTC R17338. 
The first printing of Thomas Stephen’s (d.1677) commentary on 
the Latin text of Roman poet Publius Papinius Statius’ Silvae and 
Achilleid. Stephen’s is notable for his translation of Statius’ 
Thebaid (London, 1648) - the first appearance of the poet’s work 
in English. 
Publius Papinius Statius (c.45 - c.96) was a Roman poet of the 1st 
century AD. His surviving Latin poetry includes an epic in twelve 
books, the Thebaid; a collection of occasional poetry, the Silvae; 
and an unfinished epic, the Achilleid. He is also known for his 
appearance as a guide in the Purgatory section of Dante’s epic 
poem, the Divine Comedy. 

IN FINE BINDING 
273. STEWART, John Watson. The Gentleman’s and Citizen’s Almanack, compiled by John 
W. Stewart, Successor to the late Mr. Samuel Watson, For the Year of our Lord, 1806, Being the 
Second after Leap-Year, The Forty-Sixth Year of George III Reign, till 25th October, and Sixth 
of the Union of Great Britain and Ireland. Containing, The Days of the Year and Month; Week-
Days; Sun’s Rising, Setting ... a Table of Equation: Moon’s Age and Changes: the Times of High 
Water at Dublin-Bar, &c. Several Tables, Altered, Renewed, or Continued.                      €2,350      

The Sovereign Princes of Europe. The Names of the 
Lord Lieutenant; of His Majesty’s Most Honourable 
Privy Council, and of The Lords and Commons of 
Parliament, and the Officers of the Militia in Ireland. 
Also the Judges, and several other Persons in places 
of High Trust and Office in Ireland both Civil and 
Military; The Dublin Society: The Hospitals; The 
Roads and Fairs; The Post-Towns, Noted Places, 
referring to them, and Foreign Postages. Bound with: 
The English Registry For Year of our Lord, 1806 (By 
John Watson Stewart). Bound with: Wilson’s Dublin 
Directory, For the Year 1806 (Printed by W. Corbet). 
Dublin: J.W. Stewart, & W. Corbet, 1806. Bound in 
contemporary full crimson morocco. Covers 
sumptuously tooled in gilt. ‘William Stawell Esq.’ in 
gilt in centre of both covers. Spine divided into six 
panels by Greek-key rolls, title in gilt on black 
morocco label in the second, the remainder tooled in 
gilt to a centre-and-corner design with a large lyre 
tool in centre; board edges hatched in gilt; turn-ins 
gilt; blue marbled endpapers. Signature of William 
Stawell on titlepage. Small nick to head of spine. All 
edges gilt. A fine and rare example. 
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274. STOKES, Margaret. A collection of 14 autographed letters signed to and from the 
antiquarian, Margaret Stokes. Eight of the letters are from her publisher Edward Bell of George 
Bell & Sons, Covent Garden, London; with three to Bell from Margaret Stokes. These 
immensely important letters relate to the publication of her great work on Irish hagiography  
‘Three Months in the Forests of France’. There are letters from the Cromwellian historian, John 
P. Prendergast, A.C. King and Elizabeth Stokes. All the letters have been professionally treated 
and conserved.  

 
(i) Autographed letter signed from Margaret Stokes to Mr.[Edward] Bell. Four pages octavo 
written on all sides, on Carrig Breac, Howth, headed paper, date is January 19th 1895. Interesting 
letter in which she “shall be glad to assent to the agreement ... to bring out my ‘Three Months in 
the Forests of France’ as I understand your letter in a style uniform with the Apennines ... .” She 
goes on to emphasize the importance of the illustrations and these are to be “reproduced at your 
own expense”. She mentions her royalties of “1/6 of the published price on all copies sold in 
England, Scotland and Ireland”. She concludes by going through other publishing details “I 
might try to teach myself the art of directing printers -who seem to me never to understand my 
meaning ... .”  
(ii) Autographed letter signed from Margaret Stokes to her publisher Edward Bell. Two octavo, 
on Carrig Breac, Howth, headed paper. No date. ‘Copy’ written at head. Interesting letter in 
which she sends her manuscript copy of ‘Three Months in the Forests of France’ to her publisher 
“illustrated by drawings and photographs made by myself ... I desire to have in my book - and 
when you see the engraver’s name in the third column of this list you will understand that the 
blocks are forthcoming from me ... .” She concludes by mentioning the subscribers “ I am writing 
to send you the prospectus out as it stands to the addresses of all the subscribers to my last work 
on the Apennines ... .”  
(iii) Autographed letter signed from Margaret Stokes to her publisher Edward Bell. Six pages 
octavo written on Carrig Breac, Howth, headed paper, dated April 1st 1896. Interesting content in 
which she expresses her disappointment on the excessive charges by the publisher for corrections 
to ‘Three Months’! She continues to express and emphasize her annoyance by stating facts 
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regarding her works “I am perfectly certain it should have at all events half as much for the last 
book.” Obviously very unhappy she reminds him of his previous correspondence “that we [Bell] 
undertake all expenses except those that have already incurred.” She concludes by letting Bell 
know she is definitely no pushover  “I know I am an amateur - and I know I am an enthusiast - 
but there is a limit to the extent to which I will work for others.” 
(iv) Autographed lettered signed from Elizabeth Stokes to her father dated August 30th (no year), 
Green Lanes. Four pages octavo. Elizabeth states she would have written sooner “ if I had known 
where you were, I had only a vague idea that you were somewhere in the direction of the Atlantic 
Ocean.” She talks of her daughter and of ferns “we drove over to see Dr. Hudson’s new additions 
to his fernery ... There was one lovely fern from Barbados ... .” She concludes “please tell 
Maddie that Will did not get her letter in time & write to Miltown Malbay as he was at Naas.” 
(v) Autographed letter signed from the Cromwellian historian John P. Prendergast to Margaret 
Stokes. Four pages octavo, written on three sides . Dated 13th July, 1876, 127 Strand Road, 
Sandymount. Interesting letter in which he mentions “that portion of W. Haliday’s book which is 
printed. There is a further portion in M.S., but it would be useless to you because of its 
imperfections in writing ... but I can safely say that there is nothing in it touching the Round 
Towers.” He concludes by requesting the return of it “at your earliest convenience.”  
(vi) Autographed letter signed from A.C. King, South Kensington Museum, S. W., dated 18th 
January, 1895, to miss Stokes. Four pages octavo written on all sides. Discusses printing and he 
refers to the ‘Bobbio Book.’ The ground you go over is better known and more accessible to the 
ordinary philistine ... is will I trust get you known beyond the united circle who are interested in 
Irish Saints. He goes and agrees with Mr. Bell’s suggestion of “avoiding excessive corrections” 
and other publishing matters. 
(vii - xiv) Eight autographed letters signed from Edward Bell two Miss Stokes, on G. Bell & 
Sons, Publishers, York Street, Covent Garden, headed paper. Various dates 1st November, 1892 - 
22nd April, 1896. Lengthy and interesting publishing correspondence : 
1st Nov. 1892. Four pages octavo written on all sides. “ I am glad that you were able to take the 
unsatisfactory result of the publication so good naturedly, but as we fixed the price before it was 
printed, and more than half the edition was sold to subscribers before publication it is difficult to 
see how we could have made any profit.” He goes on to mention 500 copies only will be printed 
“this limitation is very common in the case of subscription books.” He concludes by stating this 
both he and his brother do not think it wise to bring out a second edition.  
5th November, 1892. Four pages octavo, written on two sides. Interesting publishing content 
referring to accounts, misunderstanding re type size, charges for zinco’s, etc.  
16th January, 1895. Four pages octavo written on two sides. Confirmation of their publishing 
intent “we shall be glad to publish your ‘Three Months in the Forests of France’ and are quite 
willing to bring it out in a style uniform with the Apennines.” Bell states it is going to be a 
difficult one to print “unless you go over it again, and mark in the various sorts of types.” He sets 
out terms regarding expenses, royalties, number of copies and the selling price, etc.  
19th January, 1895. Two pages octavo. Some old warming affecting a few words. Professionally 
restored prepared. Bell mentions the type required for her book and that there should be no 
difficulty “I believe there was before, because all the type we used happened to be wanted for 
other books, but that need not be the case again.” He concludes that there is no need for her to 
travel to London “The postage of Proofs to Dublin really caused very little delay.” 
21st January, 1895. Three pages octavo. Further publishing details terms of agreement, 
illustrations, engraver’s name. “I am returning the MS; as I think it will save expense if you look 
through it again and mark any doubtful passages.” He concludes by mentioning the prospectus 
and the illustration she has put in it.  
15th March, 1895. Two pages octavo. Bell discusses the enclosed revised proof of the 
prospectus. “the only point I feel doubtful about is the price.” He concludes by asking “how 
many prospectuses shall we print? 1500.”  
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16th March, 1896. Two and a half pages octavo. Bell reveals the cost of publishing ‘Three 
Months’ and “I am afraid that you will be disappointed by the enclosed account of yours.” He 
details the number of copies sold, amount due, but “you will notice that there is a charge of 
nearly £40 for corrections ... .”  
22nd April, 1896. Three pages octavo. Bell mentions favourable reviews of the book which have 
been good for sales. He concludes again making excuses for his excessive charges for the 
corrections.  €6,750  

Margaret McNair Stokes (1832-1900) Irish antiquarian, and illustrator was born in Dublin, the daughter 
of Dr William Stokes and his wife Mary (née Black). Her brother, Whitley Stokes, was a leading 
Celticist, a second, Sir William, followed their father into medicine and was a leading surgeon. 
Important figures in the field of antiquities such as artist Sir George Petrie, lawyer and poet Sir Samuel 
Ferguson, Edwin Wyndham-Quin, 3rd Earl of Dunraven and Mount-Earl, and historians James 
Henthorn Todd and William Reeves were frequent visitors to the Stokes family home, and this is said 
to have begun Margaret’s interest in Irish antiquities. 
Her first published works were illustrations and illuminations for an 1861 edition of Ferguson’s poem 
‘The Cromlech at Howth’; the title page conflated parts of the illuminations on two pages of the Book 
of Kells. Margaret was an informed and experienced editor, photographer and illustrator by the time 
she came to publish research under her own name. In the 1870s she edited Dunraven’s ‘Notes on Irish 
Architecture’, after the author’s death in 1871. Her ‘Early Christian Art In Ireland’ (1887, 2nd edition 
1911) was well regarded, and if reviewer Oscar Wilde was unmoved by Stokes’ prose, he praised her 
illustrations. She produced two works on early medieval Irish saints in Europe, ‘Six Months in the 
Apennines’ (1892) and ‘Three Months in The Forest of France’ (1895). Her ‘High Crosses of Ireland’ 
was incomplete at her death. 
She was the first Irish woman to be elected an honorary member of the Royal Irish Academy in 1876 
and of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland. 
She died at her home Carrig Breac in Howth, County Dublin in 1900. Her papers are held by Trinity 
College, Dublin, and the National Gallery of Ireland has a chalk portrait by Walter Osborne.  

275. STOKES, Margaret. Notes on the Cross of Cong. Illustrated with two chromo-lithographs 
and two cuts. Dublin: Printed at the Dublin University Press by Ponsonby and Weldrick for 
Private Circulation, 1895. Quarto. pp. [4], 12, 2 (lithographs). Modern green buckram, with 
original printed wrappers bound in. A very good copy.                                                      €675 

The Cross of Cong (An Bacall Buí, ‘the yellow baculum’) 
is stated to be the finest piece of metal, enamel and 
jewellery work of its epoch in Europe. The ‘Annals of 
Innisfallen’ records in the year 1123 the bringing of the 
piece of the true cross into Ireland, and the making of this 
shrine for its preservation. The history of this reliquary is 
based upon the information afforded by the five 
inscriptions which fill the silver edges of the cross. It gives 
us the name of Toirrdelbach Ua Conchobair (Turlough 
O’Connor), King of Connacht for whom it was made; 
Muireadach O’Duffy, Archbishop of Connaught, for 
whose use it was intended; Donnel O’Duffy, the Bishop 
who watched over its progress, and Maelisu O’Echan, the 
artist who executed it. Sadly there is no further 
information of O’Echan, no monument is left to tell of his 
former greatness save the exquisite work of this 
magnificent treasure that has stood for almost nine 
hundred years, bearing witness to the marvellous power 
and delicate skill of this great artist. It was made around 
1123 probably in either Roscommon or Tuam, and 
donated to the Cathedral church of the period at Tuam. 
The cross was subsequently moved to Cong Abbey, 
County Mayo, from which it takes its name. When George Petrie toured Connaught he visited Lord 
Abbot Prendergast (1741-1829), the last mitred Abbot of Cong, then living in a little cottage at 
Abbotstown, given to him by the ancestors of Oscar Wilde. He had found the reliquary in an oak chest 



Ca ta logue 144 

119 

 

in a cottage in the town, where it had been concealed since the time of the Reformation or at least since 
the rebellion of 1641. After his visit Petrie told Professor MacCullagh of his amazing discovery and the 
latter purchased it at his own expense for the Royal Irish Academy. An object of extreme grace and 
beauty the cross measures 76cm high and almost 46cm wide. It is made of oak covered with plates of 
copper, silver and brass, adorned with precious stones and ornamented with crystals, amber, gold and 
silver filigree; and niello (a deep black mixture of metals). The treasure is heavily influenced by 
Hiberno-Norse design of S-shaped animals interwoven with threadlike snakes. Professor MacCullagh 
when he spoke of this precious reliquary stated: “a most interesting memorial of the period preceding 
the English invasion, and one which shows a very high state of art in the country at the time when it 
was made”.  

OPUSCULUM 87 FOR ‘YE SETTE OF ODD VOLUMES’ 
276. [SULLIVAN, Sir Edward] Brother Bookbinder (Sir Edward Sullivan, Bart.). Compiled by 
Brother Ivor Stewart-Liberty, Sciolist to the Sette. Coloured frontispiece of an elaborately inlaid 
and gilded binding by Sullivan, specially bound for Queen Victoria. [Privately Printed]. 
Imprinted for [Brother Ivor Stewart-Liberty], by Alabaster, Passmore & Sons, Ltd. 64 Cannon 
Street, E.C.4., and to be had of no Bokesellers, 1929. Post octavo. pp. v, 75. Text within 
decorative border. Original stiff green wrappers printed in gold. Edition limited to 101 copies 
(No. 50). Pages untrimmed. This copy presented to David Lowe, signed by him and Ivor Stewart-
Liberty. Spine suntanned and with slight wear. A very good copy. €875 

Opusculum 87 of ‘Ye Sette of Odd Volumes’. 
Sir Edward Sullivan, 2nd. Bart. (1852-1928) succeeded his father 
as second baronet in 1885.  Educated at Trinity College, Dublin, he 
was called to the Irish Bar in 1879 and to the English Bar in 1888.  
He is best known for his monograph on the ‘Book of Kells’ which 
long remained the standard authority. He was a trustee of the 
National Library of Ireland and president of the Sette of Odd 
Volumes in London.  His most important legacy, however, is his 
volume of rubbings and photographs of the magnificent 18th 
century bookbindings of the Manuscript Journals of both Houses of 
the Irish Parliament which were destroyed with the shelling of the 
Four Courts in 1922.  These form the sole record of the lavishly 
bound Parliamentary bindings. 
Sullivan was not a binder, he was ‘a finisher’ and signed himself 
`Aurifex’, meaning worker in gold. 

“GUILTY OR NOT GUILTY” 
277. SULLIVAN, T.D. A.M., & D.B. Speeches from the Dock, or, 
Protests of Irish Patriotism. With introductory sketches and 
biographical notices. New edition re-edited and extended to cover 
the period up to the signing of the Treaty of 1921 by Seán Ua 
Ceallaigh. Illustrated. Dublin: Gill and Son, 1945. Demy octavo. pp. 
lvi, 488. Quarter green cloth on green papered boards, title in gilt on 
spine. A very good copy in rare repaired dust jacket.                  €65  

JEREMIAH LYNE, ESQ. OF TRALEE 
278. SWIFT, Jonathan. A Tale of a Tub. Written for the Universal 
Improvement of Mankind. To which is added, an account of a battle 
between the antient and modern books in St. James’s library. Also a 
Discourse concerning the Mechanical Operation of the Spirit, in a 
Letter to a Friend. A Fragment. Dublin: Printed by S. Powell for W. 
Smith at the Hercules in Dame-Street, and G. Faulkner in Essex-
Street, 1741. 12mo. pp. 264, [8 (plates)]. Contemporary full calf, title in gilt on original red 
morocco letterpiece. Spine professionally restored. Light surface wear to lower cover, edges a 
little frayed. Some early writing and signature of Jeremiah Lyne, Esq., Tralee, dated 1814. A 
very good copy. Exceedingly rare. €475  
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COPAC locates 8 copies only. Teerink-
Scouten 237. ESTC T1824 
The eighth edition. With the author’s apology 
and explanatory notes. By W.  Wotton and 
others. 
279. SWIFT, Jonathan. The History of the 
Four Last Years of the Queen. Published 
from the last manuscript copy, corrected and 
enlarged by the author’s own hand. London: 
Miller, 1758. First edition. pp. xvi, 392. 
Contemporary full sprinkled calf, title in gilt 
on professionally rebacked spine. Name in 
ink in capitals on front endpaper, W.S. Hunt. 
All edges sprinkled. Wear to surface of 
lower cover. Very good copy.  Scarce. €245  

Teerink 809. 
Swift wrote the History in 1713 but was repeatedly dissuaded from publishing it during his lifetime. 
Intending to publish it in 1713, he continued to work on it for years. Publication was blocked in 1727 
and 1737 and eventually it was issued in the 1758 edition amongst much controversy. 

LOUGH FEA COPY 
WITH FINE FORE-EDGE PAINTING OF THE FOUR COURTS 

280. SWIFT, Jonathan. Travels into several Remote Nations of the World by Lemuel Gulliver. 
In  Four Parts. With copious notes, A Life of the Author, and An Essay on Satirical Fiction by W. 
C. Taylor, LL.D. Illustrated with upwards of four hundred wood-engravings. London: Hayward 
and Moore, 1840. Medium octavo. pp. 16, lx, 508. Contemporary full red morocco, covers 
blocked in gilt to a panel design with arabesque devices in inner panels, enclosing in the centre of 
both covers Evelyn Philip Shirley’s monogram ‘EPS’; board edges and turn-ins ruled in gilt; 
cream endpapers; green and gold endbands; green silkmarker. Fine fore-edge painting of the 
Quays in Dublin and the Four Courts. All edges gilt. A fine copy with a superb fore-edge 
painting. €2,350 

Evelyn Philip Shirley (1812-82), antiquarian and 
landowner, was born in South Audley Street, 
London, the eldest son of Evelyn John Shirley, 
landowner and MP for County Monaghan. The 
Shirley family had large estates in County 
Monaghan (c.26,000 acres) and around Lower 
Ettington Park, their principal residence, in 
Warwickshire. Their Irish residence was at 
Lough Fea, which Evelyn Philip Shirley visited 
twice a year. Educated at Eton, he went up to 
Magdalen College, Oxford in 1830, and 
graduated BA (1834) and MA (1837). 
It was in the study of history and antiquity that 
Shirley’s real interests lay, and in his library at 
Lough Fea he acquired and developed one of the 
finest private collections in Ireland, which 
numbered around 3,000 distinct titles in 1872. 
The library included a range of manuscripts in 
both Irish and English, as well as hundreds of 
pamphlets relating to the church of Ireland, the 
Act of Union, and the revolution of 1688. The 
most important part of his collection was 
perhaps the fourteen volumes containing 
approximately 300 quarto tracts detailing the 
1641 rebellion. 
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His reputation as an antiquarian of note was also demonstrated by the positions he held within 
educational and learned societies. He was a trustee of Rugby School and the National Portrait Gallery, 
as well as being an FSA. It is believed that Benjamin Disraeli portrayed him as Mr Ardenne in Lothair, 
describing him as a ‘man of ancient pedigree himself, who knew everyone else’s, which was not 
always pleasant’. 

281. [SWIFT, Jonathan] Travels into Several Remote Nations of 
the World. By Lemuel Gulliver. With a preface by Henry Craik, 
and one hundred illustrations by Charles E Brock. London: 
Macmillan, 1894. 12mo. First UK printing of this illustrated 
edition. pp. xxx, 381, [1], [1 (Cranford Series)]. Original green 
cloth with the elaborate gilt designs to the upper cover and spine. 
Spine professionally restored. All edges gilt. A very attractive 
copy.                                                                                          €165  

First printing of Brock’s illustrated edition of the satirical utopian 
Anglo-Irish novel, one of the most sought editions in Macmillan’s 
celebrated “Cranford” series. Along with Hugh Thomson and Chris 
Hammond, Brock was one of the late Victorian artists sought for his 
elegant line style for popular gift editions of classic texts. The delicacy 
of his lines are still visible in the gilt design on the upper cover of this 
book, capturing a depth and nuance rarely achieved in bindings of this 
kind. 

282. SYNGE, J.M. Translations. Edited from the original manuscripts by Robin Skelton. Dublin: 
Dolmen, 1961. Royal octavo. pp. ix, 24. Quarter vellum on slate blue printed boards, title in gilt 
on spine. Edition limited to 750 numbered copies. A fine copy in slipcase. €125  

Millar 44. 
The first of a series of works by and about J.M. Synge, this was the first book to gather all Synge’s 
translations into one volume. 

283. SYNGE, J.M. The Autobiography of J.M. Synge. Constructed from the Manuscripts by 
Alan Price with Fourteen Photographs by J.M. Synge and an Essay on Synge and the 
Photography of His Time by P.J. Pocock. Dublin: Dolmen Press, 1965. Royal octavo. First 
edition. Limited to 750 numbered copies. pp. 46. Title in red and black. Quarter vellum 
parchment on brown boards with Synge’s monogram in gilt on upper cover. A fine copy in 
slipcase with glassine wrapper. €125  

Miller 81. 

   
See items 282, 283, 284 & 285. 

284. SYNGE, J.M. Some Sonnets from “Laura in Death” After the Italian of Francesco 
Petrarch. Edited and with an introduction by Robin Skelton, with portraits by Jack Coughlin. 
Dublin: Dolmen, 1971. Royal octavo. pp. 59. Quarter vellum on cream papered boards, title 
in gilt on spine. Synge’s monogram in gilt on upper cover. Limited to 750 copies. A fine 
copy in fine dust jacket. Miller 175.                                                                                   €125  
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Printed in two colours and in two languages, a most attractive Dolmen production, issued for the 
centenary of Synge’s birth. 

ICONOGRAPHICALLY INTRIGUING 
285. SYNGE, J.M. Queens. With nine colour reproductions of stained glass by Harry Clarke. 
Notes on the panels by Nicola Gordon Bowe. Dublin: Dolmen Press, 1986. Medium octavo. pp. 
16, 9 (colour plates). Blue cloth, title in gilt on spine. A fine copy. Scarce. €65  

‘Queens’ was written by Synge about 1903 and first printed in his ‘Poems and Translations’ at the 
Cuala Press in 1909. These poems inspired Harry Clarke to design his ‘iconographically intriguing’ 
frieze of miniature stained glass panels in brilliant colours, which is here reproduced for the first time. 

286. TEELING, Charles Hamilton. Personal Narrative of the “Irish Rebellion” of 1798. 
London: Henry Colburn, 1828. Crown octavo. First edition. pp. xv, [1], 285, [2 (advertisement)]. 
Contemporary half calf over marbled boards, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine. All edges 
sprinkled. A near fine fresh copy. €375  

Charles Hamilton Teeling like his brother Bartholomew, a leading United Irishman and journalist, was 
born in Lisburn in 1778 of an old Catholic family. On 16 Sept. 1796, while still a young man, he was 
arrested with his father by Lord Castlereagh on suspicion of treason. He had previously been offered a 
commission in the British army, but had declined as it was incompatible with his nationalistic 
sentiments. In 1802 he settled in Dundalk as a linen-bleacher. Subsequently he became proprietor of 
the ‘Belfast Northern Herald’, later moving to Newry, where he established the ‘Newry Examiner’. 
His ‘Narrative’ is of considerable historical value, throwing much light on the state of feeling among 
the Roman Catholics of Ulster prior to the Rebellion, and upon the later stages of the United Irish 
movement, as well as the progress of the Rebellion in that province. 

287. [THEATRE OF IRELAND] Programme. 
Cluithcheoirí na hÉireann (The Theatre of Ireland). 
At the Rotunda (Large Concert Hall), Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, 29th and 30th April and 1st 
May, 1909. Cover illustration by Seaghan Mac 
Cathmhaoil. Dublin: The Tower Press, 1909. Oblong 
16mo. pp. 8. Pictorial stapled wrappers. Staple rusted. 
A good copy.                                                         €145  
First production of Seamus O’Kelly’s ‘The Shuilers 
Child’ and Rutherford Mayne’s ‘A Farcical Comedy’. 
288. [THEATRE ROYAL] The Burning of the 

Theatre Royal. Coloured lithograph. Dublin, 1880. 55 x 38cms. Framed and glazed. In fine 
condition.  €265  

This building experienced varying fortunes and survived many vicissitudes and exciting incidents until 
1880, when it was totally destroyed by fire. Luckily it was nearing the opening hour and the audience 
had not yet assembled. A boy with a taper was lighting the gas jets-which by this time superseded the 
oil lamps. Suddenly there was a loud explosion, a scream, and the curtains of the Viceregal Box burst 
into flame. A careless plumber had unscrewed a gas bracket and had not closed the pipe. A rapid 
escape of gas and the lighted taper did the damage! Francis Egerton, the business manager tried to 
bring the stage fire-hose into operation, but it was out of order and by the time it had been adjusted the 
flames were attacking the stage. In vain did young Charles Hyland appeal to Egerton to save himself, 
but Egerton stuck to his post and was never seen again. Ten minutes after Hyland escaped, the stage 
was a living flame! 
But even after the fire of 1880 the Royal was destined to live. In 1886 the Leinster Hall was erected in 
its place, and subsequently in 1897 the Theatre Royal standing on the site of the old theatre reopened 
its doors. 

289. THOMPSON, Wm. Esq. The Natural History of Ireland. Birds, comprising the orders 
Raptores, Insessores, Rasores, Grallatores, Natatores and Mamalia, Reptiles, Fishes and also 
Invertebrata. Four volumes. Portrait frontispiece to volume four. London: Reeve, Benham and 
Reeve, 1849-1856. Demy octavo. pp. (1) xx, 434, 1, (2) xi, 346, (3) vii, 491, 1, (4) xxxii, 516. 
Original blind-stamped olive green cloth, titled in gilt. Spines evenly faded, mild staining to 
covers, a few nicks to spines. A very good set. Complete sets are exceedingly rare. €850  
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The eldest son of a Belfast linen merchant, William Thompson was born in 1805. While apprenticed to 
the linen industry he cultivated his interest in birds, business however did not appeal to him and after a 
few years he devoted his life to zoology. He contributed many articles to the Belfast Natural Society 
and other scientific journals. A year before his untimely death he had published three volumes of his 
‘Natural History of Ireland’, dealing with birds. The manuscript of the fourth volume pertaining to the 
remaining vertebrates and all the invertebrates was published in 1856 by J.R. Garrett and Robert 
Patterson. William Thompson was one of the foremost naturalists that Belfast has produced. 

FINE BAYNTUN BINDING 
290. [TOLSTOY] Tolstoy. By Henri Troyal. 
Translated from the French by Nancy Amphoux. 
New York: Doubleday, 1967. Royal octavo. 
Bound by Bayntun of Bath in full crimson levant 
morocco with their name stamped on front lower 
turn-in. Covers framed by a single gilt fillet; spine 
divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, 
title and author in gilt direct in the second and 
third, the remainder framed in gilt with an 
arabesque tool in centre; fore-edge and turn-ins 
gilt; comb-marbled endpapers; red and gold 
endbands. All edges gilt. A superb example from 
this renowned bindery.                                   €485  

A very rare example of a Bayntun binding from Bath, 
England. This was a custom binding made for a 
client. Has gilt decorations on the spine, both front 
and back boards and the board edges. The elite 
craftsmanship can easily be seen in the photos 
provided. Beautiful red plush leather with embossed 
gold decorations. Heavy book stands around 9.25” 
tall with gold page edges on all three sides. 

291. TOOLE, John Kennedy. A Confederacy of 
Dunces. Baton Rouge & London, Louisiana State 
University Press, 1980. Medium octavo. First 
edition, fifth printing. pp. vii, [5], 338. Cloth, in 
repaired dust jacket.                                         €95  

A major work of American literature, the novel 
depicts the satirical adventures of Ignatius J. Reilly as he saunters around New Orleans, looking for 
work and railing against modern culture. The book was written in the early 1960s, but wasn’t published 
until 1980, 11 years after Toole’s suicide, when the author’s mother took the manuscript to Walker 
Percy and essentially forced him to read it. “There was no getting out of it; only one hope remained-
that I could read a few pages and that they would be bad enough for me, in good conscience, to read no 
farther. In this case I read on. And on. First with the sinking feeling that it was not bad enough to quit, 
then with a prickle of interest, then a growing excitement, and finally an incredulity: surely it was not 
possible that it was so good.” Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1981. 

292. [TRADE CATALOGUE] Hopkins & Hopkins, Manufacturing, Gold and Silversmiths, 
Diamond Merchants, Die Sinkers, Medallists, &c. Trade catalogue, profusely illustrated. Dublin, 
n.d. (c.1910). Crown octavo. pp. [ii], 113. Quarter green buckram on coloured pictorial boards. A 
superb copy in original glassine wrapper. Very rare. €375  

A very rare item from this renowned Dublin firm. With numerous plates showing choice specimens of 
their craftsmanship: Cork Industrial Medals; Collection of Celtic Letters; Tara, Ballinderry, Ogham, 
Innishowen, Cavan, Dalriada, Kilmainham, and Slane Brooches; Clasps; Chalices; Irish Pistol Handled 
Cups; Silver Tea and Coffee Services; Irish Potato Rings; The Cong Tray; Celtic Crosses; Medals; 
Specimen Medals; Rings; Gem Rings; Wedding Rings; Guard Rings; Fancy Rings; Signet Rings; 
Bracelets; Bangles; Ear-rings; Cutlery etc. There are also spontaneous testimonials at end. 
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See item 292. 

AS TRUE TO THE SADDEST AND HEAVIEST  TRUTHS OF IRISH LIFE 
293. TROLLOPE, Anthony. The Landleaguers. Three volumes. London: Chatto & Windus, 
1883. First edition. pp. (1) ix, 280, (2) vii, 296, (3) vii, 291, 32 (Publishers list), + half-titles. 
Original gilt decorated green cloth, title in gilt on professionally rebacked spines. Cloth a little 
faded and light wear to extremities. A very good sound set. Exceedingly rare. €750  

COPAC with 6 locations only. Loeber 138. Sadleir 68. 
The purpose of Trollope’s first visit to Ireland in 1843 was to investigate irregularities in the Post 
Office at Drumsna, County Leitrim, then managed by William Allen. After a weary journey he arrived 
late in the village and stayed in a small public-house. His bedroom was approached by a flight of steps, 
half stairs, half ladder, not far from perpendicular. The room had little in the way of furnishings, except 
two beds close together, a table, chair and basin-stand. He retired to bed early, could not secure his 
room door, after some time he fell into an uneasy restless sort of sleep, and was suddenly awoken by 
the tread of footsteps approaching his bed. Frightened and half awake he leapt from his bed, caught the 
intruder by the throat, in the ensuing struggle, the door opened and his antagonist stumbled and fell 
down the stairs. Aroused by this noise, the late night drinkers rushed into the room and struck a light. 
That very moment, Trollope heard the landlady cry out: “ Oh, boys, that murderin’ villain upstairs has 
killed his raverance! ... We’ll soon settle the damned Sassenach “. But for the intervention of the half-
strangled priest, it would have been curtains for Trollope. When peace was established apologies were 
made all around. Trollope found out in actual fact that he had assaulted the local parish priest, who was 
out on a late call and had decided to stay at the inn that night. Fortunately he was none the worse for his 
encounter and afterwards he and Trollope became very good friends. Trollope featured this kindly 
gentleman in this novel. 
‘The Landleaguers’ was set in County Galway where an English Protestant family bought a property at 
the height of the agrarian troubles. The most interesting aspect of this novel is the trials of those 
boycotted and the incidents of the period, as well as the background on Irish social and rural life, as 
seen by a sympathetic Englishman, although anti-nationalist. An admirable contemporary article on his 
novels is found in the ‘Dublin Review’ and deserves quoting: “This Englishman keenly observant, 
painstaking, absolutely sincere and unprejudiced, with a lynx-like clearness of vision, and a power of 
literal reproduction of which his clerical and domestic novels, remarkably as they exhibit it, do not 
furnish such striking examples, writes a story as true to the saddest and heaviest truths of Irish life, as 
racy as the soil, as rich as the peculiar humour, the moral features, the social oddities, the subtle 
individuality of the far west of Ireland as George Eliot’s novels are true to that of English life”. 

294. UA DUINNÍN, Athair Pádraig. Dánta Phiarais Feiritéir. Maille le réamh-rádh agus nótaí. 
Baile Átha Cliath: S.O., 1934. Crown octavo. pp. 181, [1]. Green cloth, titled in black. A near 
fine copy. Scarce. €85  

COPAC locates 5 copies only. 
Piaras Feiritéar (1600?-1653), or Pierce Ferriter, Irish poet. Feiritéar was the Hiberno-Norman lord of 
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Ballyferriter in the Dingle Peninsula. Although best known for his poetry, it was his role as a leader of 
the Irish Confederacy that led to his execution in 1653. 
Feiritéar was a harpist as well as a poet and was known for his blend of laments, eulogies and satires of 
the Irish tradition with love-lyrics of European influence. His best known work, Leig díot t’airm, a 
mhacoimh mná (“Lay aside thy arms, maiden”), is a poem about a beautiful woman. It is believed that 
he may have written poetry in English, but none of this has survived.  Some critics have argued that his 
Irish poetry shows the influence of the English Elizabethans. 
A leader during the Confederate Ireland wars, Feiritéar was wounded during an attack by Oliver 
Cromwell’s Roundheads on the Feiritéar stronghold of Tralee Castle in 1641. The Clan forces held the 
castle until the fall of Ross Castle in Killarney to the Cromwellians in June 1653. Granted safe passage 
by Cromwellian commander Brigadier Nelson, Feiritéar travelled to arrange surrender terms. Instead, 
he was seized at Castlemaine and hanged alongside others, including his brother-in-law, the Dominican 
priest Tadhg Moriarty, on Cnocán na gCaorach in Killarney on 15 October 1653. 

IN FINE REPLICATED 18TH CENTURY DUBLIN BINDING 
295. [UNITED IRISHMEN] The Society of United Irishmen of Dublin. Established November 
IX, MDCCXCI. “Let the Nation Stand.” Dublin: 1794. 32mo. pp. [6], 207, [1]. Bound by Trevor 
Lloyd in a replica eighteenth-century full red morocco Irish Binding. Covers lavishly tooled with 
a border onlay of pale blue morocco with gilt floral tooling; a splendid centre lozenge onlay 
made up of flowers, stars, circles, dots, pointelles and lyre; similar tooling to surrounds. Spine 
divided into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title in gilt on black morocco label in the second, 
the remainder lavishly tooled in gilt to a centre-and-corner design; board edges and turn-ins gilt; 
comb-marbled endpapers; red and gold endbands. Part of top margin with paper fault resulting 
with a few letters missing on last three pages.  Exceedingly rare. A superb example by this 
renowned bookbinder. €2,850  

COPAC locates 7 copies only. WorldCat 1. ESTC 
T142040. Goldsmiths’-Kress no. 16155. 
The Society of United Irishmen was founded in 
Belfast in October 1791 by Samuel McTier and 
Robert Simms; and in Dublin a month later by Wolfe 
Tone and Thomas Russell. Their declared objective 
was “an equal representation of all the people of 
Ireland”. Wolfe Tone first came into prominence 
when he published a pamphlet anonymously entitled 
An Argument on Behalf of the Catholics of Ireland, 
signing himself `A Northern Whig’. Inspired by the 
French revolution he advocated a republic. 
Their aims were viewed with hostility by the 
establishment who suppressed it in May 1794, 
resulting in the society going underground as a secret 
organisation. The country in 1795 was in a state of 
unrest and uncertainty. 
The present work covers the transactions of the 
Society from November, 1791 to December, 1793. 
The contents include: Association and Declaration of 
the Society; Circular Letter; Resolutions Respecting 

undefined Privilege; Letter to the Society of United Irishmen at Belfast; Letter from Mr. Tandy - And 
Resolutions Consequent thereon; Address to the Nation; Address to the Friends of the People at 
London; Letter to the Chairman, from Thomas Braughal, Esq. with the Resolutions of the Catholic 
meeting; Address to the Delegates for reform in Scotland; Circular Letter to the different Societies of 
United Irishman; Resolution expressing Gratitude to the King for a part of his Speech from the throne; 
Address to the Irish Nation; Report of the War, the Militia and the Gunpowder Act; Answer of Thomas 
Muir; Resolutions respecting James Napper Tandy; Answer to Thomas Braughal, Chairman of the 
Catholic Meeting; Resolutions respecting the British Convention; Resolution relative to the Catholic 
Convention. Address to the Volunteers of Ireland. For the supposed distribution of this address, an 
information ex officio was filed against Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Esq. and he was sentenced to pay 
a fine of £500 and to be imprisoned for two years, commencing 29th January 1794.  
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Trevor Lloyd has been binding and restoring antiquarian books for book collectors, dealers, and private 
libraries for almost forty years. His knowledge of books and the materials used in their construction - 
together with his skills as a craftsman bookbinder - enables Trevor to rebind and restore antiquarian 
books to the exact style of their period and country of origin. 
Trevor Lloyd stated that a Baskerville Printing of the Book of Common Prayer was a favourite for 
many Irish Bindings of the eighteenth-century and of one of his Bindings he states “I bound in a style 
closely resembling those produced in the large Bindery of George Faulkner, in Dublin in the mid 
eighteenth-century. As with a lot of these bindings, it is only when you have finished them and taken 
stock that you realise that this involved over 2250 impressions - all done by hand and eye”. 

296. USSHER, Richard J & WARREN, R. The Birds of Ireland. 
An account of the distribution, migrations and habits of birds as 
observed in Ireland, with all additions to the Irish list. Including an 
Introduction and Tables showing the distribution of Birds in the 
Breeding Season. With coloured frontispiece, maps and illustrations. 
London: Gurney and Jackson (Successors to Mr. Van Voorst), 1900. 
First edition. pp. xxxii, 419. Pictorial cloth. Spine professionally 
rebacked. Mild fading to spine. A good copy.                             €225  
297. VANCE, Andrew. The Green Book: or, Readings Made Easy 
of the Irish Statutes, containing an account of the principal reported 
decisions at law and in equity, on the Irish Statutes, Rules, and 
Orders of Court, from Magna Charta to the present time. Dublin: 
Joseph White, 1862. Medium octavo. pp. viii, 510. Title in green and 
black. Green publisher’s cloth, titled in gilt. Recased. Occasional 
mild foxing. A very good copy. Very scarce.                              €375  

Andrew Vance, Barrister had his rooms at 39 Mountjoy Square North, in Dublin. who died in 1862, 
leaving two children -  Mrs. Fanny Twigg and Mrs. Mary Stein. 

298. VOSTER, Elias. Arithmetic in Whole and Broken Numbers, Digested after a New Method, 
And chiefly adapted to the Trade of Ireland. To which are added instructions for Book-keeping. 
With the dignity of trade in Great Britain and Ireland ... The twenty-second edition, carefully 
collated with the former editions. Revised by Daniel Voster. Dublin: Printed by Pat Wogan, No. 
23 Old-bridge, 1792. 12mo. pp. iv, 5-284, [2 (index)], [2 (Wogan’s List)]. Contemporary full 
calf, title in gilt on red morocco label on spine. Upper joint starting but very firm, wear to 
extremities. A very good copy. €285  

No printed copy located on COPAC. WorldCat 1. Not in NLI or TCD. 
299. WAKEMAN, William F. Archaeologia Hibernica. A Hand-Book of Irish Antiquities, 
Pagan and Christian. Especially of such as are easy of access from the Irish Metropolis. Second 
edition. With numerous illustrations. Dublin: Hodges, Figgis, and London: Simpkin, 1891. pp. 
xx, 322, [7] (Publisher’s List). Original green cloth over bevelled boards, Celtic Cross in gilt on 
upper cover, title in gilt on spine. Previous owner's bookplate on front pastedown. A very good 
copy.                                                                                                                                          €95  
300. WALDRON, Paul. Ed. by. Gravestone Inscriptions from South Mayo. A Selection of Old 
and Interesting Inscriptions from Memorials to the Dead in South Mayo. Volume one: The 
Church Parishes of Castlebar and Islandeady. Comprising the Civil Parishes of Aglish, Ballyhean 
& Breaghwy; and Islandeady. With maps and illustrations. Ballinrobe: South Mayo Family 
Research Gravestone Inscription Scheme, 1995. pp. xiv, 106. Pictorial wrappers. Fine copy. €65  
301. WALSH, Rev. Paul. Ed. by. The Will and Family of Hugh O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone. With 
an Appendix of Genealogies. Dublin: At the Sign of the Three Candles, 1930. pp. 81. Grey stiff 
wrappers with title in printed label on upper cover. A very good copy. Scarce. €135  

A close and detailed study of the fate and fortunes of the O’Neill family. 
Rev. Fr. Paul Walsh (1885-1941), Academic, was born near Mullingar, educated locally and at 
Maynooth; ordained 1909. Professor of Latin, St. Finian’s College, Navan; lecturer in Welsh at 
Maynooth. Parish Priest Multyfarnham 1932 and D.Lit. N.U.I. 1941. He wrote on aspects of Irish 
language, literature, topography, hagiography and general history. He died at Multyfarnham. 
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See items 299, 300 & 301. 

302. WALSH, Rev. Paul. The Ó Cléirigh Family of Tír Conaill. With the Ó Cléirigh 
Genealogies. Illustrated. Dublin: At the Sign of the Three Candles, 1938. pp. [viii], 50, [4], + 
folding genealogical chart. Beige stiff wrappers with printed label in green on upper cover. A 
very good copy. €145  

A permanent and accurate record of this historic family from its first appearance in Irish history to its 
decline after the confiscations of the seventeenth century. 

303. WALSH, Fr. Paul. The Four Masters and Their Work. Dublin: At the Sign of the Three 
Candles, 1944. pp. [vi], 41, 2 (index), + erratum. Stiff brown paper wrappers. Title printed on 
paper label on upper cover, light spotting to label. Owner’s signature on half title. A very good 
copy. Scarce. €125  

Father Paul Walsh’s name on the titlepage of an historical treatise is a guarantee of excellence. A brief 
but complete account of the principle facts relating to the Four Masters. The arrangement, final 
chapters and index are by Colm Ó Lochlainn. 

FOR THE HORSE SHOERS SOCIETY 
304. WATSON, Hy & John. Erin Go 
Bragh. Tribute to Irish leaders O’Connell, 
Grattan, Robert Emmet and Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald. Monochrome Lithograph after 
Hy Watson. Drawn on stone by John 
Watson Junior. Dublin Published for the 
Horse Shoers Society by H. Watson, Snr. 
1876. 50 x 58cms. Printed by Morrison & 
Co. Strongly mounted on backing board 
behind double green window mount and 
clear mylar.                                         €475  
Magnificent lithograph, Hibernia in centre 
holding a banner with one hand and her right 
hand on a harp, wolfhound by her side; 
ruined abbey, round tower, leaning Celtic 
cross and dolmen, a ship on the bay. Arms of 
Dublin and Ireland at centre top and bottom; 
Portraits of O’Connell, Grattan, Emmet and 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald at corners, flanked 
by Irish warriors. 
305. WELD, Isaac. Statistical Survey of 
the County of Roscommon, drawn under 
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the directions of the Royal Dublin Society. With folding coloured map. Dublin: Graisberry, 1832. 
pp. xx, 710, lxxii. Large post octavo. Modern marbled boards. Repair to folds of folding map. A 
very good copy. €585 

Isaac Weld (1774-1856), author, was born in Fleet Street, 
Dublin and educated at Samuel Whyte’s School, Grafton 
Street and in Norfolk. His name stems from his great 
grandfather’s close friendship with Sir Isaac Newton, and as 
such both his grandfather and father were also named Isaac. 
His father was a close friend of Charles James Fox. His sister 
married George Ensor. In 1795 he sailed for Philadelphia and 
spent two years travelling in America and Canada, and met 
George Washington. In 1799 he published ‘Travels Through 
the States of North America and the Provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada’ which went to three editions and was 
translated into French, German and Dutch. Weld visited 
Killarney and in 1812 published Illustrations of the Scenery of 
Killarney and the Surrounding Country illustrated with his 
own drawings. A member of the Royal Dublin Society from 
1800, he undertook the ‘Statistical Survey of Roscommon’. It 
was one of the best county surveys carried out  for the RDS. 
Sir Isaac Weld was honorary secretary to the Society for over 
twenty years, and after his death its members erected a 
monument to him in Mount Jerome Cemetery. 
This survey is an in-depth study of all aspects of the county - 
population, economy, geography, topography and society of 
County Roscommon in the early nineteenth century. The author discusses agriculture - crops, farms, 
farming methods, tenure and rents, wages; living conditions, transport, religion, giving us a picture of 
the county a decade before the Great Irish Famine 1845-1852. 

306. WHEELER, H.F.B. & BROADLEY, A.M. The War in Wexford. An Account of the 
Rebellion in the South of Ireland in 1798 told from Original Documents. With numerous 
illustrations reproduced from contemporary portraits, prints, etc. Large folding map of Wexford. 
London & New York: John Lane, The Bodley Head, 1910. Demy octavo. pp. xvi, 343, [8], [16 
(publisher’s list)]. Title printed in green and black. Green cloth , titled in gilt, decorated with 
harps. Top edge gilt. Armorial bookplate of John William Willis Bund and Library shelf label on 
front pastedown. A fine copy. Very scarce. €175  

Provenance: John William Bund Willis-Bund CBE JP FSA (1843-1928) was a British lawyer, legal 
writer and professor of constitutional law and history at King’s College London, historian and local 
Worcestershire politician. 

 
See items 306, 307 & 308. 

  



Ca ta logue 144 

129 

 

THE MULLET & INISKEAS 
307. WHITE, T.H. The Godstone and The Blackymor. Illustrated by Edward Ardizzone. 
London: Jonathan Cape, 1959. Demy octavo. pp. [8], 9-224. First edition. Pictorial boards. 
Presentation inscription. A very good copy in frayed dust jacket. €65  

The quest for the Godstone (naomh óg) around the Mullet and Iniskeas. First edition, first impression, 
of White’s record of his life on the West Coast of Ireland, where, he “stumbled across what Protestants 
had said was an idol still being worshipped by the Catholics, and a coal black negro selling patent 
medicines, and a real fairy fire which lit our footsteps over the infinite bog - no whimsy. I did a lot of 
goose-shooting and falconry and salmon fishing. I went on pilgrimages and drank a lot and made 
friends and found out what I could and thought about it. I got ashamed of killing things. It seems to me 
a complicated sort of book about a complicated place, which I loved, and anyway it has pictures by 
Ardizzone, who loved it too.” 

308. WHITELOCK, D., McKITTERICK, R. & DOMVILLE, D. Ed. by. Ireland in Early 
Medieval Europe. Studies in Memory of Kathleen Hughes. Cambridge: University Press, 2011. 
pp. x, 406. Octavo. Brown papered boards, titled in gilt. Fine copy in pictorial dustjacket. €65  

Collection of essays on aspects of Ireland’s relations with the rest of western Europe between AD 400 
and 1200. The ecclesiastical tradition and hagiography form one area of study; political expansion and 
diplomatic history, as well as literary and artistic influences, are also discussed. 

309. WILDE, Oscar. An Ideal Husband. London: Smithers, 1899. Demy octavo. First edition, 
first impression. pp. [xiv], 213. Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in half brown morocco over 
pink linen boards. Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised band, title in gilt direct in the 
first, gilt floral decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-marbled endpapers;  brown 
silk marker. Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Original cloth covers bound in at end. 
One of 1,000 copies printed. Top edge gilt. Usual mild foxing. Nice copy. €2,000  

Mason 385 
Wilde could write English of silken delicacy, but in his choice of epithets there are frequent traces of 
that ‘industry’ which he denounced as the ‘root of all ugliness’. Oscar Wilde’s third comedy, ‘An Ideal 
Husband’ premiered at the Haymarket on 3 January 1895, before Wilde’s trial, but was not published 
until after his release from prison. This edition was published anonymously. There was no author stated 
on the first printing, with merely “By the Author of Lady Windermere’s Fan” printed on title page. 
Together with The Importance of Being Earnest, it is often considered Wilde’s dramatic masterpiece. 

  
310. WILDE, Oscar. Essays, Criticisms and Reviews. Now first collected. London: Privately 
Printed, 1901. First. Small quarto. pp. 175. Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in contemporary 
half brown morocco over pink linen boards. Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised 
band, title in gilt direct in the first, gilt floral decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-
marbled endpapers;  brown silk marker. Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Original 
printed wrappers bound in at end. Limited to 300 copies. Top edge gilt. Wear to extremities. 
Usual mild foxing. A very good copy. €275  

Mason 589. 
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See items 311 & 313. 

311. WILDE, Oscar. The Sphinx. Woodcut illustrations. London: Privately Printed, 1901. First 
edition thus. Small quarto. pp. [iv], 32. Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in contemporary half 
brown morocco over pink linen boards. Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised band, 
title in gilt direct in the first, gilt floral decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-
marbled endpapers;  brown silk marker. Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Original 
printed wrappers bound in at end. Edition limited to 250 copies (No. 102). Top edge gilt. Mild 
wear to extremities. Usual mild foxing. A very good copy. €595  

Mason 621. 
This ingenious work like some other of his poems, is marred by a preciosity which frequently spoiled 
even his best prose. In his own words, Wilde was “a lord of language”, but only when he wrote in the 
vein of La Rochefoucauld. 

312. WILDE, Oscar. A Woman of No Importance. Paris: 1903. Demy octavo. pp. [xvi], 154. 
Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in contemporary half brown morocco over pink linen boards. 
Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised band, title in gilt direct in the first, gilt floral 
decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-marbled endpapers;  brown silk marker. 
Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Original cloth covers bound in at end. Edition limited 
to 250 copies (No. 61). Top edge gilt. Usual mild foxing. A very good copy. €285  

Mason 627  
“It is not his wit, then, and still less his knack of paradox-twisting, that makes me claim for him a place 
apart among living dramatists. It is the keenness of his intellect, the individuality of his point of view, 
the excellence of his verbal style, and above all the genuinely dramatic quality of his inspirations” - W. 
Scott, 1894. 
Place of publication on title-page ‘Paris’ but actually London. Published by Leonard Smithers, who 
was fearful of prosecution. 

313. WILDE, Oscar. The Portrait of Mr. W.H. London: Privately Printed, 1904. Small quarto. 
pp. 48. Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in contemporary half brown morocco over pink linen 
boards. Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised band, title in gilt direct in the first, gilt 
floral decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-marbled endpapers;  brown silk marker. 
Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Original printed wrappers bound in at end. Edition 
limited to 200 copies (No. 4). Top edge gilt. Mild wear to extremities and light foxing to 
endpapers. A near fine copy. €485  

Mason 611. 
In this essay Wilde began to deal more explicitly with homosexual themes. There is a fancy capital at 
the beginning of the text and tail-piece at the end. The text is taken from ‘Blackwood’s Edinburgh 
Magazine’, July 1889 (No. 3). Published by Smithers and (or) Wright and Jones in 1904. 
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314. WILDE, Oscar. Poems in Prose. S.n. Royal octavo. pp. 22-29. Bookplate on front 
pastedown. Bound by Hatchards of Piccadilly in contemporary half brown morocco over linen 
boards. Spine divided into two panels by one gilt raised band, title in gilt direct in the first, gilt 
floral decoration in the second, year in gilt at heel; comb-marbled endpapers;  brown silk marker. 
Decorative bookplate on front pastedown. Top edge gilt. Mild wear to extremities and light 
foxing to endpapers. A near fine copy. €235  

Includes: The Artist, The Doer of Good, The Disciple, The Master, The House of Judgement, The 
Teacher of Wisdom. 

315. WOOD-MARTIN, W.G. The Lake Dwellings of Ireland: or ancient Lacustrine Habitations 
of Erin, commonly called Crannogs. With 238 illustrations and 50 plates by W.F. Wakeman. 
Dublin: Hodges Figgis, & London: Longmans, 1886. Royal octavo. pp. xxi [3], 268. Green cloth 
over bevelled boards, urn in gilt on upper cover, title in gilt on spine. Ex libris Castle Hacket with 
bookplate and signature of Percy Paley. A fine copy. Very scarce. €265  

 
Colonel William Gregory Wood-Martin was born at Woodville, Sligo in 1847 and after a distinguished 
military career he took a keen interest in the history and antiquities of his native country. 

316. WOOD-MARTIN, W.G. The Rude Stone Monuments of Ireland. (County Sligo and the 
Island of Achill). Profusely illustrated by W. F. Wakeman. Dublin: Hodges Figgis. London: 
Williams, 1888. Royal octavo. pp. xvii, [1], 274. Modern green cloth over bevelled boards, title 
in gilt on original backstrip on spine. A very good copy. Rare. €375  

Time, which antiquates antiquities, observed a quaint old writer, “and had an art to make dust of all 
things”, hath yet spared many Rude Stone Monuments of Ireland, which now “stand solemn, silent 
witnesses of ancient days.” 
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317. WORSAAE, J.J.A. An Account of the Danes and Norwegians in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. With numerous woodcuts. London: John Murray, 1852. Large post octavo. pp. xxiii, [1], 
359, [1], 32 (advertisements). Original marbled cloth by Remnant and Edmonds, title in gilt on 
red morocco label on spine, heraldic standards in gilt on upper cover. Wear to spine ends and 
corners. A good copy. €65  
318. YEATS, Jack B. A Little Book of Bookplates. Illustrated. Dublin: Cuala Press, 1979. 
Demy octavo. First edition. pp. viii, 13 (plates). Limited edition of 350 copies (O/S). Fine in fine 
illustrated paper wrappers, with red ties. Very scarce. €375 

 
Reproduced mainly from the original blocks, this includes Yeats’ designs for John Quinn, Lennox 
Robinson and his sister Lily, as well as several fine bookplates for lesser-known collectors - Ronald B. 
Beckett, Ua Dubhda, Margaret G. Fremantle, Bernard Heape, Norah Lindsey, Eibhlin Odette, 
Caoimhgín Ó Dubhtaigh, May Sabina Stock and Elizabeth Wyndham. 

319. YEATS, Jack B. The Wren Boys. A hand-coloured line block print by Jack B. Yeats. With 
words and music. Dalkey: Cuala Press, 1979. 230 x 490mm. Framed and glazed. Fine. Very 
scarce. €475  

Depicted are groups of boys singing the traditional rhyme. The ‘Wren Boys’ went from house to house 
in Ireland, on Saint Stephen’s Day. Later a bunch of coloured rags or feathers were used instead of the 
Wren. 

320. [YEATS, Jack B.] Ceachta beaga Gaedhilge. Irish Reading Lessons. Compiled by Norma 
Borthwick. With illustrations by Jack B. Yeats. Books I, II, and III. Dublin: The Irish Book 
Company, 1906/1911. Large post octavo. pp. (I) 30, (II) 28, (III) 40. Original printed wrappers. 
Wear to extremities. Housed in a cloth solander box, title in gilt on red morocco labels on upper 
lid and spine. A good set. Rare. €375  

  
These little books were immensely popular with children in the early years of the twentieth century, 
and the thirty-nine illustrations introduced Jack B. Yeats to many who would never have seen his 
paintings. Some of the blocks are dated from ‘92, when he was just twenty years old and they all show 
his great graphic power. 

321. YEATS, Jack B. The Strand Races, The Start. The Finish. Pair. Hand coloured at the Cuala 
Press. 440 x 140mm. Two hand-coloured prints. In fine condition. Dublin: Dun Emer/Cuala 
Press, undated (1906 or later). 480 x 180mm. Fine. Rare. €1,350  
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Pyle 2015 & 2016. 
First published by Dun Emer about 1906, these attractive prints were taken over by Cuala in 1908 and 
were a mainstay of its print catalogue for over 60 years. Typical of Yeats’ work at the time, they adopt 
an elongated format, they capture the carefree atmosphere of a race meeting with characteristic humour 
on a West of Ireland strand, such as Jack Yeats must often have seen during his childhood in Sligo. The 
designs were issued as a line-block print, hand-coloured by Yeats himself or by one of the 
craftswomen, Molly Gill or Eileen Colm, at the Cuala Press.  

 
Original paintings and watercolours by Yeats are now out of the reach of most collectors, but these 
attractive prints still offer an affordable and desirable alternative. 

FROM JACK B. YEATS TO GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
322. YEATS, Jack B. Sligo. London: Wishart & Company, 1930. Crown octavo. First edition. 
pp. 158. Green cloth, titled in black. Signed presentation copy from Jack B. Yeats to George 
Bernard Shaw “I step from one ring / to another. To offer you / this book. Jack B Yeats / June 16 
1930.” Book label of Herbert Boyce Satcher on front pastedown. A fine copy with a magnificent 
association. €3,650  

The first of the author’s novels, a pseudo-autobiographical narrative set in his boyhood home in the 
north-west of Ireland. 
“It is full of observation and fun and irrelevant anecdotes, and, above all, it is pervaded with the 
glorious spirit ‘dival matter!’ A delightful book! In fact, a great lark!” Manchester Guardian. 

323. YEATS, Jack B. Ah Well. A Romance in Perpetuity. Frontispiece illustration by the author. 
London: Routledge, 1942. First edition. pp. 89, [3]. Quarter black cloth on green papered boards, 
title in gilt on spine. Signed presentation copy from Jack B. Yeats to Mrs McCarville. An 
excellent copy in a slightly rubbed and nicked dust jacket. €385  

This is a tale of a small town, where no one ever spoke the truth but all thought about it. 
324. YEATS, W.B. Original Etching of W.B. Yeats by Augustus John. Plate No. 108. Signed in 
the margin 4th State. Limited edition 24/50. Plate No. 108. Imprint Number 24/50. On cream 
wove paper, with full margins. 28.5 x 22cms (image 19.5 x 14.5cms). Recent mount. In fine 
condition.  €1,650  

Augustus John’s outstanding portrait of the famous Irish poet and dramatist, William Butler Yeats, is 
perhaps the best known of all of Augustus John’s etched works. Only the artist’s great self-portrait, 
Tête Farouche, may be considered to be equally well known. 
When discussing this etching in Great Images of British Printmaking, Raymond Lister states: “John 
was one of the great portrait painters of his age; he was also one of its most original etchers, and where  
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he combined both arts, as here, the results are extraordinarily successful. In his portrait of Yeats there is 
an added dimension, for in it he depicted one of the greatest of his literary contemporaries. Yeats’s own 
description of John Synge’s portrait could be applied to this pensive delineation; ‘a deep grave face’.” 
(Robin Garton, London, 1978, pp.58-59). 
Here, Augustus John has concentrated his intuitive knowledge of the sitter into a highly effective and 
striking image. The artist’s fresh and vigorous style is typified in this brilliant portrait with its fine 
balance of controlled cross-hatching, yet with its apparent freedom of handling. 
Inscribed in pencil by Augustus John’s principal dealer, John Knewstub, with his plate number, the title 
and “Third state. Print 3”. Signed by the artist beneath the image in pencil with his early full signature 
“Augustus E. John” which is only found on early proofs of John’s printed works. The artist chose to 
exhibit an impression of this work at the Society of Twelve in 1908. 
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See items 325, 327 & 330. 

IDEAL FOR PRESENTATION 
325. YEATS, W.B. The Collected Plays of W.B. Yeats. Portrait frontispiece. London: 
Macmillan, 1934. First edition. Crown octavo. pp. vi, 617. Bound by Bumpus of London in 
contemporary half calf on cloth boards, with his name stamped on lower turn-in. Spine divided 
into six panels by five gilt raised bands, title and author in gilt direct in the second, the remainder 
with gilt border; cream endpapers; gold endbands. All edges gilt. Fine and attractive copy. €285  

Tissue-guarded frontispiece reproduction of a charcoal drawing of the author by John Singer Sargent. 
Twenty-one plays. One page Preface by the author. 

“AND WISDOM IS A BUTTERFLY” 
326. YEATS, W.B. A fine photograph of Yeats and a signed 
note with a line from his poem Tom O’Roughley: ‘‘And 
wisdom is a butterfly.’ This quote is preceeded by ‘A votre 
sante (to your health)’ O Temperance!!! In gold mount with 
protective mylar. 29 x 45cms. (including mount). In fine 
condition. The photograph is an original Press Photograph of 
the poet arriving in New York for play premiere of ‘The 
Words Upon the Window Pane’, on 26th October, 1932. In 
fine condition.                                                             €2,250 

 
As always, Yeats himself puts it best. There is a poem in The 
Wild Swans at Coole called Tom O’Roughley that may not be 
Yeats’s best-known, or, indeed, his best: but it lays down a 
challenge to a national cultural policy that we cannot afford to ignore. For Yeats it is not the poetry that 
is inadequate in the face of the “smiling public man”; it is the other way around. And it is this sense 
that Yeats defies commemoration. So it may be that the only way in which we can really commemorate 
Yeats is by taking up the challenge he lays down to us: to find a way in which the public face of culture 
- the policies, the smiling officials, the commemorations - can make possible that which they can never 
fully accommodate: the dream, the brightening glance. 
“Though logic-choppers rule the town, 
 And every man and maid and boy 
 Has marked a distant object down, 
 An aimless joy is a pure joy,’ 
 Or so did Tom O’Roughley say 
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 That saw the surges running by, 
 And wisdom is a butterfly 
 And not a gloomy bird of prey.” 

327. YEATS, W.B. On the Boiler. Dublin: The Cuala Press, [1939]. Crown quarto. Second 
printing. Original blue wrappers, titles to cover in black, design by Jack B. Yeats in black of 
‘McCoy’, the mad ship’s carpenter, leaf of publisher’s advertisements at back. First trade edition, 
following the unprocurable privately printed edition published a year earlier in Dundrum. 
Suntanning to cover as usual, small nick to to upper cover. In very good condition. Scarce. €225  

Wade 202. 
328. YOUNG, Arthur. Travels during the years 1787, 1788 and 1789, undertaken more 
particularly with a view of ascertaining the Cultivation, Wealth, Resources, and National 
Prosperity of the Kingdom of France. To which is added, the Register of a tour into Spain. With 
three folding maps, one coloured. Dublin: Printed for Messers. R. Cross P. Wogan L. White and 
Others, 1793. Medium octavo. pp. (1) xvi, 581 (2) 571 [3]. Contemporary full tree calf, spines 
professionally rebacked, title in gilt on red morocco labels on gilt decorated spines. Some toning. 
A handsome set. €350  
329. YOUNG, Arthur. A Tour in Ireland 1776-1779. Edited by A.W. Hutton. New introduction 
by J.B. Ruane. Two volumes. Shannon: Irish University Press. 1970. Demy octavo. Fifth edition. 
pp. (1) ix, xviii, 470, (2) vi, 401. Green buckram, title in gilt on spine. A fine set in fine dust 
jackets. €95  

Arthur Young toured Ireland in 1776, 1777 and 1778, observing all classes, from titled lords to casual 
labourers, and all areas, from the semi-industrial North to the dairy country of Wexford and Waterford. 
As an agriculturalist of European repute, he had no difficulty in securing introductions to the most 
prominent members of the Irish aristocracy and gentry, giving him a framework for his astonishingly 
comprehensive tour of the island. 
Unlike most travellers of his time, Young’s attitude was that of scientific observer rather than 
sentimental tourist, and his accounts of Irish life are thus more detailed and more vivid than the 
descriptions of his contemporaries. He was particularly interested in the conditions of the peasantry, 
believing with Dr. Johnson that “a decent provision for the poor is the true test of civilisation”, and 
condemned the management of the ‘lower classes’, who “are much worse treated than the poor in 
England, are talked to in more opprobrious terms, and otherwise very much oppressed”.  
Young’s account of urban and rural life, of farming practice, industry, and the political atmosphere of 
the country remains one of the chief authorities for Irish economic conditions in the late eighteenth 
century. This work is a valuable examination of agricultural and social conditions in Ireland. 

DECORATED BY MAUD GONNE 
330. [YOUNG, Ella] Celtic Wonder-Tales. Re-told by Ella Young. Illustrated and decorated by 
Maud Gonne. New York: Dutton, n.d. (c. 1923). Crown octavo. pp. vii, 202. Green cloth, titled in 
gilt. Bookplate of Enda Voight on front pastedown. Printed dust jacket with a few nicks. A very 
good copy. Scarce. €75  

Ella Young is best known as a writer of children’s stories based on Celtic myth and legend. This book 
is handsomely illustrated by Maud Gonne MacBride. Immortalised by Yeats, she was an outstanding 
beauty who spent much of her long life as a passionate advocate of Irish freedom. 
 

 

 
 



 

137 

 

PRINCIPAL SOURCES CONSULTED 
 
BEST  Bibliography of Irish Philology & of Printed Irish Literature, 1913. 
BLACK  Catalogue of Pamphlets on Economic Subjects 1750-1900 in Irish Libraries. 
BONAR LAW  The Printed Maps of Ireland 1612-1850, Dublin, 1997. 
BRADSHAW  Catalogue of the Bradshaw Collection of Irish Books. 3 vols. 1916. 
COPAC  Online Public Access Catalogue. 
CRAIG  Dublin 1660-1860. 
CRAIG  Irish Bookbinding. 1954. 
CRONE  The Irish Book Lover. 1910 - 1952. 
DE BURCA  Three Candles Bibliographical Catalogue. 1998. 
DIX  Early Printed Dublin Books, 1601-1700. New York, 1971. 
D.I.B. Dictionary of Irish Biography. Cambridge, 2009. 
D.N.B.  The Concise Dictionary of National Biography. 1973. 
ELLMAN  James Joyce. Oxford, 1983. 
ELMES & HEWSON  Catalogue of Irish Topographical Prints and Original Drawings, Dublin 1975. 
E.S.T.C. Eighteenth Century Short Title Catalogue. 
FEDERMAN & FLETCHER Samuel Beckett His Works and His Critics. 
FERGUSON, Paul Map Library, TCD. 
FRIEL, Patricia Frederick Trench (1746-1836) and Heywood, Queen's County. 2000. 
GILBERT  Catalogue of Books and Mss. in the library of Sir John Gilbert. 
HALKETT & LANG  A Dictionary of the Anonymous and Pseudonymous Literature of Great Britain. 
HERBERT Limerick Printers & Printing. 1942. 
HICKEY & DOHERTY  A Dictionary of Irish History Since 1800. Dublin, 1980. 
HOGAN  Dictionary of Irish Literature. Dublin, 1979. 
KELLY, James Irish Protestants and the Experience of Rebellion. 2003. 
KENNEDY, Máire Printer to the City:  John Exshaw, Lord Mayor of Dublin 1789-90. [2006] 
KEYNES  A Bibliography of Sir William Petty F.R.S. 1971. 
KINANE  A History of the Dublin University Press 1734-1976, Dublin, 1994. 
KRESS  The Kress Library of Business and Economics in Harvard. 4 vols. 1940-67. 
LOEBER A Guide to Irish Fiction 1650 - 1900. Dublin, Four Courts, 2006. 
LYNAM  The Irish Character in Print. Dublin 1969. 
McCREADY A William Butler Yeats Encyclopædia. 
McDONNELL & HEALY Gold Tooled Bookbindings Commissioned by Trinity College in the 18th Century. 
McDONNELL Five Hundred years of the Art of the Bookbinder in Ireland. 1500 to the Present. 
McGEE  Irish Writers of the 17th Century. 1974. 
McTERNAN  Here’s to their Memory, & Sligo Sources. 1977 & 1988. 
MELVIN Estates and Landed Society in Galway. 2012. 
MILLER  Dolmen XXV Bibliography 1951-1976. 
MUNTER  A Dictionary of the Print Trade in Ireland 1550-1775. New York, 1988. 
N.S.T.C.  Nineteenth Century Short Title Catalogue. 
NEWMAN  Companion to Irish History, 1991. 
O’DONOGHUE  The Poets of Ireland. Dublin, 1912. 
O’FARRELL  Who’s Who in the Irish War of Independence. Dublin, 1980. 
O’HIGGINS  A Bibliography of Irish Trials & other Legal Proceedings. Oxon, 1986. 
O’REILLY  Four Hundred Irish Writers. 
PATERSON The County Armagh Volunteers of 1778-1993. 
PHILLIPS Printing and Book Production in Dublin 1670-1800. 
POLLARD  Dublin’s Trade in Books 1550-1800. 
POLLARD  Dictionary of Members of the Dublin Book Trade 1550-1800. 
PYLE The Different Worlds of Jack B. Yeats. His Cartoons and Illustrations. Dublin, 1994. 
SLATER  Directory of Ireland. 1846. 
SLOCUM & CAHOON  A Bibliography of James Joyce. London, 1953. 
STC A Short-Title Catalogue. 1475-1640. 
SWEENEY  Ireland and the Printed Word 1475-1700. Dublin, 1997. 
WADE  A Bibliography of the Writings of W.B. Yeats. 1968. 
WALL  The Sign of Doctor Hay’s Head. Dublin 1958. 
WARE  The Works - Harris edition. Dublin 1764. 
WEBB  A Compendium of Irish Biography. Dublin, 1878. 
WIKIPEDIA Online Encyclopaedia. 
WING Short Title Catalogue of Books Published in England and English Books Published 

Abroad. 



 

138 

 

 

EDMUND BURKE PUBLISHER 

A SELECTION OF FINE BOOKS FROM OUR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

B1. BÉASLAÍ, Piaras. Michael Collins and the Making of a New Ireland. Two volumes. A new 
introduction by Brian P. Murphy, O.S.B. With two portraits in full colour by Sir John Lavery, 
and other illustrations to each volume. This major work on Michael Collins is by one of his 
closest friends. An item which is now commanding in excess of four figures in the auction 
houses. Dublin: De Búrca, 2008. Royal octavo. pp. (1) xxxii, 292, (2) vi, 328. 
The limited edition in full green goatskin gilt with a medallion portrait and signature of Collins 
also in gilt. Housed in a fine slipcase. It includes the list of subscribers. Last few copies.  €475 
The general edition is limited to 1,000 sets superbly bound in green buckram, with a medallion 
portrait embossed in gilt on the upper covers, and in slipcase.                     €95 

Michael Collins (1890-1922), was born at Woodfield, Clonakilty, County Cork, the son of a small 
farmer. Educated locally, and at the age of sixteen went to London as a clerk in the Post Office. He 
joined the I.R.B. in London. During Easter Week he was Staff Captain and ADC to James Connolly in 
the GPO. With The O’Rahilly he led the first party out of the GPO immediately before its surrender. 
Arrested, imprisoned and released in December 1916, he was for a long time the most wanted man in 
Ireland but he practically eliminated the British Secret Service with the Bloody Sunday morning 
operation. Michael Collins and the Making of a New Ireland is the official biography of a great soldier-
statesman and the first authentic history of the rebirth of a nation. Written with inner knowledge by an 
intimate friend and comrade-in-arms who served with Collins on Headquarters Staff and who shared in 
many of his amazing adventures and hairsbreadth escapes. 

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION OF 15 SETS IN FULL LEATHER 
B2. BORLASE, William G. The Dolmens of Ireland. Their distribution, structural 
characteristics, and affinities in other countries; together with the folk-lore attaching to them; 
supplemented by considerations on the anthropology, ethnology, and traditions of the Irish 
people. With over 800 illustrations (including 3 coloured plates), and 4 coloured folding maps. 
Dublin: Éamonn de Búrca for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2013. Royal octavo. pp. (1) xvi, xxxvi, 
304 (2) 305-712 (3) 413-1234, [1 (errata)]. Titlepages printed in red and black. Three volumes. 
Bound in full green morocco, title and gilt Celtic design on upper cover, titled in gilt on spine; 
red and green endbands; yellow silk marker. Special edition limited to 15 sets in full morocco, 
signed and numbered by the publisher. With ‘List of Subscribers’. In fine slipcase.  €1,250 

B2A. BORLASE, William G. The Dolmens of Ireland. Their distribution, structural 
characteristics, and affinities in other countries; together with the folk-lore attaching to them; 
supplemented by considerations on the anthropology, ethnology, and traditions of the Irish 
people. With over 800 illustrations (including 3 coloured plates), and 4 coloured folding maps. 
Dublin: Éamonn de Búrca for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2013. Royal octavo. pp. (1) xvi, xxxvi, 
304 (2) 305-712 (3) 413-1234, [1 (errata)]. Titlepages printed in red and black. Three volumes. 
Full buckram decorated in gilt to a Celtic design. With slipcase. Edition limited to 300 sets and 
15 Special sets. With ‘List of Subscribers’.         €295 

The first comprehensive survey of each of the counties of Ireland. With sketches by the author from 
drawings by Petrie, Westropp, Miss Stokes, Windele, Wood-Martin, Wakeman, etc. The third volume 
contains an index and the material from folklore, legend, and tradition. A most attractive set of books. 

B3. BOURKE [de Búrca], Éamonn. Burke People and Places. With clan location maps, 
illustrations and 50 pages of genealogies. Dublin: By Éamonn de Búrca, for Edmund Burke 
Publisher and Whitegate, Ballinakella Press, 2001. Demy octavo. Fourth. pp. 173. Fine in stiff 
pictorial wrappers. Enlarged with an extra 35 pages of genealogies.        €20  
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B4. CHANDLER, Edward. Photography in Ireland. The Nineteenth Century. Illustrated. 
Dublin: De Búrca, 2001. Demy quarto. pp. xii, 44 (plates), 134. Fine in fine dust jacket.  €20 

LIMITED EDITION 

B5. COLGAN, John. Triadis Thaumaturgae, seu Divorum Patricii, Columbae et Brigidae, trium 
veteris et maioris Scotiae, seu Hiberniae Sanctorum Insulae, Communium Patronorum Acta, a 
Variis, iisque pervetustis, ac Sanctis authoribus Scripta, ac studio R.P.F. Joannis Colgani, in 
Conventu FF Minor, Hibernor. strictior. observ. Louanii, S. Theologiae Lectorius Jubilati. Ex 
variis Bibliothecis collecta, Scholiis et commentariis illustrata, et pluribus Appendicibus aucta: 
complectitur Tomus Secundus Sacrarum ejusdem insulae Antiquitatum - Louvain 1647. Dublin: 
By Éamonn de Búrca, 1997. Foolscap folio. pp. [xvi], [xxii], 740, [2]. We have republished ‘one 
of the rarest of all Irish books’, with a new introduction by Pádraig Ó Riain. The edition is 
limited to 300 copies, and handsomely bound in blue morocco, title in gilt on spine, top edge gilt, 
gilt Celtic device on upper cover, red silk marker. Fine in slipcase.  €190 

Lecky described this volume “as one of the most interesting collections of lives of the saints in the 
world. It is very shameful that it has not been reprinted”. The new introduction by Pádraig Ó Riain 
contains the first published account of Colgan’s recently discovered manuscript notes to the Triadis.  

B6.  COSTELLO, Willie. A Connacht Man’s Ramble. Recollections of growing up in rural 
Ireland of the thirties and forties. With an introduction by Dr. Tom Mitchell. Illustrated by Gerry 
O’Donovan and front cover watercolour by James MacIntyre. Map on end-papers. Dublin: De 
Búrca, 2002. Demy octavo. Fourth edition. pp. xii, 211. Fine in French flaps. €20 

A deeply personal collection of memories and a valuable account of Irish history including cattle fairs, 
threshing, rural electrification, interspersed with stories of the matchmaker, the town crier, the chimney 
sweep and the blacksmith. Over two thousand copies sold in the first week of publication. 

B7. COSTELLO, Willie. The Rambling House. Tales from the West of Ireland. Illustrated by 
Gerry O Donovan and front cover water-colour by James McIntyre. Dublin: De Búrca, 2003. 
Demy octavo. pp. x, 111. Fine in French flaps. €20 

B8. CUSACK, M.F. A History of the Kingdom of Kerry. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 1995. 
Demy octavo. pp. xvi, 453, 6 (extra maps), lxxxiii. Fine in full buckram, with illustrated coloured 
dust jacket depicting Jobson’s manuscript map of Kerry 1598.  €75 

Margaret Cusack’s History of the Kingdom of Kerry is an excellent work treating of the history, 
topography, antiquities and genealogy of the county. There is an excellent account of the families of: 
The O’Sullivans and MacCarthys; Geraldine Genealogies; The Knights of Kerry and Glyn; Population 
and Religion; Agricultural Information; St. Brendan; Dingle in the Sixteenth Century; Ardfert; The 
Geology and Botany of Kerry; Deep Sea Fisheries; Kerry Rivers and Fishing etc. 

LIMITED EDITION 

B9. DALTON, Charles Ed. by. King Charles The Second’s Irish Army Lists, 1661-1685. 
Dublin: Éamonn De Búrca, 2000. Royal octavo. Second edition. pp. xxxiv, 176. Fine facsimile 
limited edition bound in quarter morocco, title in gilt on spine, head and tail bands. In slipcase. 
Signed and numbered by the publisher.  €90 

The editor made extensive use of the manuscripts of the Marquis of Ormonde, preserved at Kilkenny 
Castle, the calendared and uncalendared Irish State papers, the King’s Letter Books and Entry Books at 
the Public Record Office for the names of Officers serving on the Irish Establishment, 1661-1685. 
King Charles’s new army dates from 11th February, 1661 and when the Irish parliament met in May 
the Lord Chancellor informed the House that “there were twenty months” arrears due to the army. 

LIMITED EDITION 

B10. DE COURCY IRELAND, John. History of Dun Laoghaire Harbour. With numerous 
illustrations and maps. Dublin: By Éamonn de Búrca, for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2001. Royal 
octavo. First edition. pp. xiv, 184. Limited edition of 50 copies, signed by the author and 
publisher. Bound in full maroon levant morocco, covers with a gilt anchor and sailing ship. Spine 
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divided into five compartments by four gilt raised bands. Top edge gilt. A fine binding from the 
Harcourt Bindery, Boston. €500 

Dun Laoghaire harbour, recognised as one of the most picturesque in Europe, was built early in the 
19th century as the consequence of an explosion of popular anger at the continuous deaths from 
shipwreck in Dublin Bay. The most competent and experienced navigators at that time described the 
port of Dublin as the most perilous in the whole world for a ship to leave or approach in certain 
circumstances. The new harbour was built as an ‘Asylum’ harbour or port of refuge, and became with 
the introduction of steam-driven passenger and mail carrying ships the busiest port on the eastern shore 
of the Irish Sea, as well as a leading fishing port and popular yachting centre. 

B11. DE COURCY IRELAND, John. History of Dun Laoghaire Harbour. With numerous 
illustrations and maps. Dublin: By Éamonn de Búrca, for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2002. Royal 
octavo. Second edition. pp. xiv, 184. Fine in fine dust jacket.  €65 

B12. DONOHOE, Tony. The History of Crossmolina. Foreword by Thomas Gildea Cannon. 
Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 2003. Royal octavo. pp. xviii, 627. Buckram gilt in dust jacket. 
Almost out of print. Very scarce.  €150 

The author Tony Donohoe, farmer and keen local historian has chronicled in great detail the history his 
ancestral parish from the early Christian period to the present. This authoritative work is the result of 
thirty years of meticulous research and is a most welcome contribution to the history of County Mayo.  

B13. [FAMINE IN IRELAND] Transactions of the Central Relief Committee of the Society of 
Friends during the famine in Ireland, 1846 and 1847. With an index by Rob Goodbody. Dublin: 
De Búrca, 1996. Medium octavo. pp. xliii, 529. Fine in buckram gilt.               €35 

It is difficult to read unmoved some of the detailed testimony contained in this volume of the reports of 
the envoys sent out by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, who found out for 
themselves what was really going on during the Famine in remote country areas. 

B14. GLEESON, Rev. John. Cashel of the Kings. A History of the Ancient Capital of Munster 
from the date of its foundation until the present day. Including historical notices of the Kings of 
Cashel from the 4th century to the 12th century. The succession of bishops and archbishops from 
St. Ailbe to the present day. Notices of the principal abbeys belonging to the territory around 
Cashel, together with items of local history down to the 19th century. Illustrated. Dublin: De 
Búrca, 2001. Demy octavo. pp. [ii], xix, 312. Fine in fine dust jacket.  €40 

An important and scholarly work on one of the most celebrated places of historic interest in Ireland. In 
medieval times it was the ecclesiastical capital of Munster. Conquered by the Eoghanacht tribe 
(MacCarthys) led by Conall Corc in the fifth century who set up a fortress on St. Patrick’s Rock, they 
ruled over the fertile plains of Munster unchallenged and the title King of Cashel remained 
synonymous with that of King of Munster. In law and tradition the kings of Cashel knew no superior 
and did not acknowledge the overlordship of Tara for five hundred years. 

B15. HARRISON, Alan. The Dean’s Friend. Anthony Raymond (1675-1726), Jonathan Swift 
and the Irish Language. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 1999. Demy octavo. pp. xv, 175. Fine in 
fine illustrated dust jacket.  €35 

The book introduces us to 17th and 18th century Ireland and to the interface between the two languages 
and the two cultures. It is a fascinating study of the troubled period after the Battle of the Boyne. 

A CLASSIC OF THE GALLOGLAS FAMILIES 

B16. HAYES-McCOY, Gerard A. Scots Mercenary Forces in Ireland (1565-1603). An account 
of their service during that period, of the reaction of their activities on Scottish affairs, and of the 
effect of their presence in Ireland, together with an examination of the Gallóglaigh or Galloglas. 
With maps, illustrations and genealogies of the MacSweeneys, Clan Donald and the O’Neills of 
Tír Eoghain. With an introduction by Professor Eoin MacNeill. Dublin: By Éamonn de Búrca, 
for Edmund Burke Publisher, 1996. Demy octavo. pp. xxi, 391. Superb facsimile reprint, bound 
in full buckram, with head and tail bands. In coloured dustjacket depicting three galloglasses and 
an Irish Foot Soldier of the 16th century.  €45 
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They were a force to be reckoned with. An English writer of the period described them as follows: 
“The galloglasses are picked and selected men of great and mighty bodies, cruel, without compassion. 
The greatest force of the battle consisteth in their choosing rather to die than to yield, so that when it 
cometh to handy blows, they are quickly slain or win the field”. 

ANNALS OF ULSTER 

B17. HENNESSY, William M. & MacCARTHY, B. Ed. by. The Annals of Ulster, otherwise 
Annala Senait. A chronicle of Irish Affairs from A.D. 431 to A.D. 1540. With translation, notes, 
and index. New introduction by Nollaig Ó Muraíle. Dublin: De Búrca, 1998. Royal octavo. Four 
volumes. Full buckram gilt in slipcase.                                                             €285 

The important Annals of Ulster compiled by Cathal Og Mac Maghnusa at Seanaidh Mac Maghnusa, 
now Belle Isle in Lough Erne, were so named by the noted ecclesiastic, Ussher, on account of their 
containing many chronicles relating to that province, with more detail on ecclesiastical history than the 
Annals of the Four Masters. 

B18. HENNESSY, William M. Ed. by. The Annals of Lough Cé. A chronicle of Irish affairs 
from A.D. 1014 to A.D. 1590. Edited and with a translation by W.M. Hennessy. With folding 
coloured plate of the TCD Ms. Two volumes. Dublin: Éamonn De Búrca, 2000. Royal octavo. 
Third edition. pp. (1) lix, 653, (2) 689. Limited edition bound in full green morocco. Fine in 
slipcase.                                                   €500  

These Annals were compiled under the patronage of Brian MacDermott, Chief of Moylurg, who 
resided in his castle on an island in Lough Key, near Boyle, County Roscommon. They begin with the 
Battle of Clontarf and continue up to 1636 treating on the whole with Irish affairs, but have many 
entries of English, Scottish and continental events. They are a primary source for the history of North 
Connaught.  

B19. HENNESSY, William M. Ed. by. The Annals of Lough Cé. A chronicle of Irish affairs 
from A.D. 1014 to A.D. 1590. Edited and with a translation by W.M. Hennessy. With folding 
coloured plate of the TCD Ms. Two volumes. Dublin: De Búrca, 2000. Third. Royal octavo. pp. 
(1) lix, 653, (2) 689. Superb set bound in full buckram gilt and in presentation slipcase. €110 

HIS NEVER-FORGOTTEN COUNTRYSIDE ABOUT GLENOSHEEN 
B20. JOYCE, P.W. Irish Names of Places. With a new introductory essay on the life of P.W. 
Joyce by Mainchín Seoighe. Dublin: De Búrca, 1995. Three volumes. Crown octavo. pp. (1) xl, 
589, (2) viii, 538, (3) x, 598. Fine.                                  €165 

This scholarly edition is enhanced with a new introductory essay on the life of that noted scholar from 
County Limerick, P.W. Joyce, by the late Mainchín Seoighe, who states: “P.W. Joyce followed in the 
footsteps of Bunting and Petrie, of O’Donovan and O’Curry, reaching, however, a larger public than 
any of these four had reached”.  

B21. KILROY, Patricia. Fall of the Gaelic Lords. 1534-1616.  Dublin: By Éamonn De Búrca 
for Edmund Burke Publisher, 2008. Royal octavo. pp. x, 192. Illustrated. Fine in illustrated dust 
jacket.  €29.50 

No period in Irish history is quite so full of drama, heroism and tragedy as the eighty-odd years from 
the mid 16th to the early 17th centuries: the age of the fall of the Gaelic lords. This intriguing and 
moving narrative recounts the passing of Gaelic Ireland when the Tudor Crown sought to subdue the 
island and the Irish chiefs defended their ancient territories and way of life. Beginning in 1534 with 
young Silken Thomas’ defiant stand at the gates of Dublin Castle, it tells the story of Red Hugh 
O’Donnell’s capture and escape, the rise of the Great Hugh O’Neill and the bloody Nine Years War 
culminating in the Battle of Kinsale, and finally, the Flight of the Earls.  

B22. KNOX, Hubert Thomas. The History of the County of Mayo to the Close of the Sixteenth 
Century. With illustrations and three maps. Castlebourke: De Búrca, 2000. Royal octavo. pp. xvi, 
451. Fine in fine dust jacket.  €45 

Prime historical reference work on the history of the County Mayo from the earliest times to 1600. It 
deals at length with the De Burgo Lordship of Connaught. Illustrated with a large folding map of the 
county. With 49 pages of genealogies of leading Mayo families: O’Connor, MacDonnell Galloglass, 
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Bourke Mac William Iochtar, Gibbons, Jennings, Philbin, Barret, Joyce, Jordan, Costello, etc. 

LIMITED TO 200 COPIES 
B23. LOEBER, Rolf & Magda. Ed. by. Irish Poets and their Pseudonyms in Early Periodicals. 
Dublin: Edmund Burke Publisher, 2007. Royal octavo. pp. xxii, 168. Fine in illustrated dust 
jacket.  €65 

Many Irish poems remain hidden in the periodicals and were published under pseudonyms. Therefore, 
the identity of hundred of Irish poets often is elusive. The discovery of a manuscript of pseudonyms of 
Irish poets made this volume possible. It lists over 1,200 pseudonyms for 504 Irish poets whose work 
appeared in over 500 early periodicals published in Ireland, England, North America, and Australia. 

B24. LOHAN, Máire. An ‘Antiquarian Craze’. The life, times and work in archaeology of 
Patrick Lyons R.I.C. (1861-1954). Dublin: By Éamonn De Búrca for Edmund Burke Publisher, 
2008. Royal octavo. pp. xiv, 192. Illustrated. Fine in coloured illustrated stiff wraps. €19.50 

Born in 1861, Sgt. Patrick Lyons, ‘The Antiquarian Policeman’, served with the Royal Irish 
Constabulary from 1886 - 1920. While stationed in the West of Ireland, he developed a keen interest in 
documenting the field-monuments he noticed on his patrols. His discovery of four ogham stones led to 
a correspondence with Hubert Knox, a renowned Mayo Antiquarian; Lyons provided Knox with 
important descriptions of field monuments, contributing to 19 published papers. Out of modesty, and 
fear that the R.I.C. would frown on his ‘antiquarian craze’, he preferred not to be acknowledged by 
name, although he was much admired for his fine mind and dedicated antiquarian ‘policework’ by 
those few with whom he shared his interest.  

B25.  MacEVILLY, Michael. A Splendid Resistance. A Life of IRA Chief of Staff Dr. Andy 
Cooney. Foreword by Sean O Mahony. Illustrated. Dublin: Éamonn De Búrca, 2011. Royal 
octavo. pp. xix, 427. 
Paperback in coloured illustrated French flaps. €20 

Hardback in coloured illustrated dustjacket. €50 

Limited edition of 50 copies in full green morocco gilt, in slipcase. €225 
The appointment of Andy (Andrew) Cooney as Chief of Staff of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
while still a medical student was the highpoint of a military career which began in 1917 and was not to 
end until 1944. Prior to this he had served as a Volunteer, GHQ Officer, Brigade Commander and 
Divisional Commander before being appointed to the IRA General Staff with the rank of Chief of Staff 
in 1925, at which time he was elected as Chairman of the IRA Executive.  

Michael MacEvilly’s meticulously researched life of Dr. Andy Cooney sheds valuable light on a 
chapter of Irish republicanism which has hitherto been seriously neglected. No student of Irish 
republican history can afford to ignore this book, which is also to be commended for its selection of 
many hitherto unpublished photographs. - Tim Pat Coogan. 

EDITION LIMITED TO 10 SIGNED SETS 

B26. MacFHIRBHISIGH, Dubhaltach. The Great Book of Irish Genealogies - Leabhar 
Genealach. Edited, with translation and indices by Nollaig Ó Muraíle. List of subscribers. Five 
volumes. Dublin: De Búrca, 2003/4. Quarto. Bound in quarter green morocco on cloth boards. 
Spine divided into six compartments by five raised bands. Title and author/editor on maroon 
morocco letterpieces in the second and fourth, the remainder tooled in gilt to an interlacing Celtic 
design. White endbands. Top edge gilt.  Edition limited to ten sets only, signed by the Publisher 
and Editor. €1,650 

The great Connacht scholar Dubhaltach Mac Fhirbhisigh (c.1600-1671), from Lackan, County Sligo, 
compiled his monumental Great Book of Genealogies in Galway at the height of the Cromwellian Wars 
in the mid-seventeenth century. The work has long been recognised as the most important source for 
the study of Irish family history, and it is also of great importance to historians of pre-17th century 
Ireland since it details the ancestry of many significant figures in Irish history - including: Brian 
Boroimhe (d.1014); Ulick Burke, Marquis of Clanricarde (d.1657); James Butler, Duke of Ormonde 
(d.1688); Somhairle Buidhe (Sorley Boy) MacDonnell (d.1589); Randal MacDonnell, Marquis of 
Antrim (d.1683); Garrett Óg Fitzgerald, Earl of Kildare (d.1536); Diarmuid Mac Murchadha (d.1171); 
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Myler Magrath, Archbishop of Cashel (d.1622), Murrough O’Brien, Baron of Inchiquin (d.1674); 
Feagh MacHugh O’Byrne (d.1597); Rory O’Conor.(d.1198); Red Hugh O’Donnell (d.1602); Hugh 
O’Neill, Earl of Tyrone (d.1616); Owen Roe O’Neill (d.1649), and many, many more. 

B27. MacFHIRBHISIGH, Dubhaltach The Great Book of Irish Genealogies - Leabhar 
Genealach. Edited, with translation and indices by Nollaig Ó Muraíle. List of subscribers. Five 
volumes. Dublin: De Búrca, 2003/4. Quarto. Full buckram gilt. Over 3,600 pages. In presentation 
box.  €635 

The original text, both prose and poetry, of both works is accompanied by a painstaking English 
translation. The edition includes a comprehensive series of indices which provide a key to the tens of 
thousands of personal names, surnames, tribal names and place-names that the work contains. 

B28. MARTIN, Edward A. A Dictionary of Bookplates of Irish Medical Doctors. With short 
biographies. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 2003. Royal octavo. pp. xiv, 160. Illustrated boards in 
dust jacket.  €36 

 B29. MELVIN, Patrick. Estates and Landed Society in Galway. With a foreword by Desmond 
Fitzgerald, Knight of Glin. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, December, 2012. Royal octavo. pp. 
512. Full buckram gilt. And a limited edition of 50 copies only in full goatskin.                    
Standard edition                                                      €75 
Limited edition                                                     €255 

This work is based on a Trinity College Dublin Ph.D. thesis prepared under the direction of Professor 
L.M. Cullen. It investigates and describes the varied origins of estates and proprietors in Galway and 
how that process was affected by the political turmoils and transplantations of the 17th century. The 
aftermath of these turmoils in saw the establishment of a core number of successful estates founded 
largely by ambitious families able to trim their sails to changing times and opportunities. 

B30. NELSON, E. Charles & WALSH, Wendy F. An Irish Flower Garden Replanted. The 
Histories of Some of Our Garden Plants. With coloured and Chinese ink illustrations by Wendy 
F. Walsh. Second edition revised and enlarged. Dublin: Edmund Burke Publisher, 1997. Royal 
octavo. pp. x, 276. Pictorial boards.             €65 

The book is lavishly illustrated by Wendy Walsh, with 21 colour plates, eighteen figures in Chinese 
inks and nine vignettes in pencil. 

A MONUMENT TO ONE OF OUR GREAT CELTIC SCHOLARS 

B31. O’CURRY, Eugene. On The Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish. A series of 
lectures delivered by the late Eugene O’Curry, M.R.I.A., Professor of Irish History and 
Archaeology in the Catholic University of Ireland. Edited, appendices etc, by W.K. Sullivan. 
With a new introduction by Nollaig Ó Muraíle. Three volumes. Dublin: By Éamonn de Búrca, 
1996. Demy octavo. pp. (1) xviii, 664, (2), xix, 392 (3) xxiv, 711. Bound in full green buckram, 
with harp in gilt on upper covers. Head and tail bands. Fine.                    €235 

His thirty-eight lectures On the Manners and Customs of the Ancient Irish, delivered at the University 
between May 1857 and July 1862 (the last one only a fortnight before his death) were published in 
Dublin. O’Curry’s works stand to this day as a monument to one of our greatest Celtic scholars. 

B32. O’DONOVAN, John. Ed. by. Annála Ríoghachta Éireann - Annals of the Kingdom of 
Ireland by the Four Masters. From the earliest times to the year 1616. Edited from the manuscript 
in the Royal Irish Academy and Trinity College Dublin, with copious historical, topographical 
and genealogical notes and with special emphasis on place-names. Seven large vols. With a new 
introduction by Kenneth Nicholls. Dublin: De Búrca, 1998. Over 4,000 pages. Large quarto. 
Superb set in gilt and blind stamped green buckram, in presentation box.  €865 

This is the third and best edition as it contains the missing years [1334-1416] of the now lost Annals of 
Lecan from Roderic O’Flaherty’s transcript. To enhance the value of this masterpiece a colour 
reproduction of Baptista Boazio’s map of Ireland 1609 is included in a matching folder. 

The Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland, Annála Ríoghachta Éireann or the Annals of the Four Masters 
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to give them their best known title are the great masterpieces of Irish history from the earliest times to 
1616 A.D. The work was compiled between 1632 and 1636 by a small team of historians headed by Br. 
Michael O’Clery, a Franciscan lay brother. He himself records: “there was collected by me all the best 
and most copious books of Annals that I could find throughout all Ireland, though it was difficult for 
me to collect them in one place”. A superb set of this monumental source for the history of Ireland. 

B33. SWEENEY, Tony. Catalogue Raisonné of Irish Stuart Silver. A Short Descriptive 
Catalogue of Surviving Irish Church, Civic, Ceremonial & Domestic Plate dating from the 
Reigns of James I, Charles I, The Commonwealth, Charles II, James II, William & Mary, 
William III & Queen Anne 1603-1714. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 1995. Folio. pp. 272. In a 
fine buckram binding by Museum Bookbinding, printed in Dublin by Betaprint. Signed 
numbered limited edition of 400 copies (360 are for sale). Fine in illustrated dust jacket.  €135 

Compiled from records of holdings by Cathedrals, Churches, Religious Houses, Colleges, Municipal 
Corporations, Museums and Art Galleries.  

DE-LUXE LIMITED EDITION 

B34. SWEENEY, Tony & Annie, & HYLAND, Francis. The Sweeney Guide to the Irish Turf 
from 1501-2001. Owners, Trainers, Jockeys, Sires, Records, Great Races, Flat & Jumping, Places 
of Sport, Past & Present, The Dish Spiced with Anecdotes, Facts, Fancies. Profusely illustrated 
with coloured plates. Dublin: De Búrca, 2002. Folio. pp. 648. Edition limited to 25 numbered 
copies only, signed by the partners, publisher and binder. Bound in full green niger oasis by Des 
Breen. Upper cover tooled in gilt with a horseshoe enclosing a trefoil with the heads of ‘Sadler’s 
Wells’, ‘Arkle’ and ‘Nijinsky’, above lake waters (SWAN-LAKE). Splash-marbled end-papers; 
green and cream head and tail bands. All edges gilt. With inset CD carrying the full text of the 
work making it possible for subscribers to enter results subsequent to 2001. This is the only copy 
remaining of the Limited Edition. €1,650 

Apart from racing enthusiasts, this is a most valuable work for students of local history as it includes 
extensive county by county records of race courses and stud farms, with hitherto unfindable details. 
The late Dr. Tony Sweeney, Anglo-Irish racing journalist and commentator, was Irish correspondent of 
the Daily Mirror for 42 years and shared RTE television commentary with Michael and Tony O’Hehir. 

B35. SWEENEY, Tony & Annie, & HYLAND, Francis. The Sweeney Guide to the Irish Turf 
from 1501-2001. Owners, Trainers, Jockeys, Sires, Records, Great Races, Flat & Jumping, Places 
of Sport, Past & Present, The Dish Spiced with Anecdotes, Facts, Fancies. Profusely illustrated 
with coloured plates. Dublin: De Búrca, 2002. Folio. pp. 648. Bound in full buckram gilt.  €95 
B36. TALBOT, Hayden. Michael Collins’ Own Story. Told to Hayden Talbot. With an 
introduction by Éamonn de Búrca. Dublin: De Búrca, November, 2012. Royal octavo. pp. 256, 
plus index. Full buckram gilt. And a limited edition of 50 copies only in full goatskin.                  
Standard edition €45 
Limited edition €375 

  The American journalist Hayden Talbot first met Michael Collins at the Gresham Hotel in Dublin, 
shortly after the signing of the Anglo-Irish treaty in December 1921. This work contains an invaluable 
insight into Collins’ thinking and actions during this epic period of Irish history. It deals at length with 
Easter Week, The Black and Tans, The Murder of Francis Sheehy Skeffington, the Treaty negotiations 
and his vision for the resurgent nation. Rare interviews with Arthur Griffith and Eoin MacNeill further 
enhance this book, which was long out of print. 

B37. WALDRON, Jarlath. Maamtrasna. The Murders and The Mystery. With location map and 
engineers map of the route taken by the murderers in 1882, depicting the roads, rivers, 
mountains, and houses with names of occupants. With numerous illustrations and genealogical 
chart of the chief protagonists. Dublin: De Búrca, 2004. Demy octavo. Fifth edition. pp. 335. 
Mint in illustrated wrappers with folding flaps.                                 €20 

“This is a wonderful book, full of honour, contrast and explanation. The author has done something 
more than resurrect the ghosts of the misjudged. He has projected lantern slides of a past culture, the 
last of Europe’s Iron Age, the cottage poor of the west of Ireland”.  - Frank Delaney, The Sunday Times. 
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LIMITED TO 300 COPIES 
B38. YOUNG, Amy Isabel. Three Hundred Years in Innishowen, being more particularly an 
account of the family of Young of Culdaff. With a foreword by David Dickson. Dublin: De 
Búrca, November 2018. Royal octavo. Second edition. 412 pages. Green buckram titled in gilt. 
Limited to 300 copies. A fine reprint.  €75 

Amy Young’s 300 Years in Innishowen is a vast and richly illustrated history of a Culdaff, County 
Donegal landed family and of a wider social world that spanned much of north Ulster. The book was 
originally published in 1929 in a short print-run.  It was based on extensive archival research, using  
collections that had been destroyed in 1922 (both in Donegal and in the PROI).  Apart from ten 
generations of Youngs, the families that feature prominently include the Gages, the Harts, the Harveys, 
the Knoxes, the Lawrences, the McLaughlins and various branches of the Stuarts. 

B39. WOODS, C.J. Ed by. Charles Abbot’s Tour through Ireland and North Wales in 
September and October 1792. With a foreword by David Dickson. Illustrated. Dublin: De Búrca, 
2018. Royal octavo. Circa 190 pages.                     €20 

 

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 

NEW EDITION OF THE ANNALS OF CLONMACNOISE 

B40. Ó MURAÍLE, Nollaig. Ed. by. The ‘Annals of Cluain Mhic Nóis’ translated in 1627 by 
Conall Mag Eochagáin (Annals of Ireland from the Earliest Period to AD 1408 – based on BL 
Add. MS 4817, with some variants from TCD MS 673). Edited by Nollaig Ó Muraíle. Dublin: 
De Búrca, 2019. Quarto. pp. circa 680. Green buckram, titled in gilt on spine. In matching  
slipcase.                                                          Price approximately €125 

The so-called Annals of Clonmacnoise - an inaccurate title bestowed in the 17th century by Sir James 
Ware - are a collection of Irish annals that purport to extend from the earliest times (Adam and Eve!) 
down to the year AD 1408.  The text - an English translation completed in 1627 - is the work of Conall 
Mag Eochagáin, a Gaelic gentleman from Lismoyny, County Westmeath.      
 The early portion of the text (about one-sixth of the whole) is based on the medieval work of pseudo-
prehistory called Lebar Gabála Érenn (the Book of the Taking of Ireland, the so-called ‘Book of 
Invasions’), while much of the remainder is closely related to other collections of Irish annals, 
especially those of Ulster, Loch Cé and Connacht. The Irish text from which Mag Eochagáin worked is 
now lost, as indeed is the original manuscript of his translation.  The entire work survives in a number 
of manuscript-copies penned in the later 17th century, as well as in some later copies. The only edition 
produced to date, that by Fr Denis Murphy, SJ, was published 120 years ago and is a sadly inadequate 
production, being based on one of the less satisfactory manuscripts. Among its many shortcomings is 
the deletion/censorship by the editor of some passages he deemed ‘offensive’. 
      A new edition has long been called for, and this Nollaig Ó Muraíle has now undertaken. To be 
published later this year, 2021, the edition is based on a manuscript which is deemed to be superior to 
the other surviving manuscripts, BL Additional MS 4817. This was written in 1661 by a native of 
Tralee, Domhnall Ó Súilleabháin. (Occasional words, and sometimes longer phrases, omitted by Ó 
Súilleabháin have been inserted from TCD MS 673 - the manuscript on which Murphy based his 
edition.) 
      In accordance with modern historical practice, the text of the annals (running to approximately 
100,000 words) has been modernised, in terms of both orthography and punctuation - except in the case 
of proper names (both people and places). (Nothing is gained by preserving the very irregular early 
17th-century spelling, erratic capitalisation, etc., which make Murphy’s edition so frustrating to use.) 
As is the norm with modern editions of Irish annals’ collections - such as those published over the past 
seven decades by the School of Celtic Studies, DIAS - the various entries are divided into numbered 
paragraphs under the appropriate year. (Admittedly, the rather erratic chronological arrangement of 
these annals rendered this difficult in a number of instances.) Where an entry has a parallel in one of the 
other annalistic collections, this is inserted after the appropriate paragraph. Also inserted after each 
paragraph are the correct Irish forms of the proper names aforementioned - so many of which are quite 
unrecognisable in their often quite bizarre anglicised forms. Those Irish forms - using the standard 



Edmund Burke Publisher 

146 

 

Classical Irish spelling - will also facilitate the provision of a ‘user friendly’ series of indices. 
The publication of this new edition will be welcomed by scholars, who have all too often tended to 
ignore this intriguing text because of the difficulties of handling Murphy’s now obsolete work. 
 

 
B41. MURRAY, Patrick and Paul. The Life And Times Of Kathleen O’Connell 1888 to 1956: 
Eamon de Valera’s Indispensable Secretary. Dublin: De Búrca, 2019. Royal octavo. pp. circa 
200. Green buckram, titled in gilt on spine. In pictorial dust jacket. Approximately       €35 
Limited edition of 25 copies in special binding and housed in a slipcase. Approximately       €200 

    This is the first book dealing with the life and times of Kathleen O’Connell. When her name is 
mentioned, it is almost invariably in association with that of Eamon de Valera. This is because her life 
derived its deepest significance from her unwavering attachment to whatever cause he espoused. For 
this reason, any record of her life is bound to throw incidental insights of varying quality on several 
aspects of de Valera’s career and outlook. Some of his documentary materials, which she compiled and 
preserved, particularly her diaries and her confidential communications from de Valera, are an 
indispensable part of the historical record. This book will confirm her right to be recognised as a 
historically significant figure. 
    Officially, Kathleen O’Connell was de Valera’s personal secretary. As this book will show, her role 
was much more extensive than that. De Valera himself frequently made it clear, at critical phases of his 
life, for example his imprisonment in 1923 and particularly his total loss of sight in 1952, that he would 
find it virtually impossible to sustain a political career without Kathleen O’Connell’s continuous help. 
The research undertaken in the production of this book explores some surprising occurrences. For 
example, we found that a Free State Minister for Defence tried to persuade the British authorities to 
provide his government with poison gas as a weapon of war. The British authorities refused, but offered 
tear gas instead, which the Free State Minister declared inadequate. 
    Another fascinating discovery was that Kathleen O’Connell’s great-uncle, Jeremiah O’Sullivan, who 
was a Fenian, based in London, tried to free another Fenian, imprisoned in Clerkenwell Jail, by using a 
wheelbarrow full of explosives. As a result of the explosion, the roof of the jail was blown off and the 
debris killed several passers-by. Jeremiah O’Sullivan was able to escape and ended up in the U.S.A. 
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